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THE WORK CONTEXT OF THE BBF 
 
Overall political situation 
“Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria” Party (CEDB) that came to power after the fall of the 
government of Oresharski unfortunately didn’t improve significantly the economic or environmental 
situation in Bulgaria. Therefore, the protests were many and on various topics throughout the whole 2016 
year. 
 
Dissatisfaction of the failed judicial reform, which 
started in 2015 with the resignation of Hristo 
Ivanov as Minister of justice, continued in 2016. A 
report of the European Commission on steps taken 
by Bulgaria on judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption and organized crime, in the context of 
the Cooperation and Verification Mechanism (CVM) 
was released in the beginning of the year. The 
report was devastating and triggered huge public 
protests against the inability of the government to 
provide high-quality reform. The protests were 
supported also by the environmental NGOs, 
magistrates and the Chairman of the Supreme 
Court of Cassation Lozan Panov, who revealed 
scandalous proofs for close connections between 
Supreme Judicial Council and members of the 
government.  There were constant political 
scandals in almost every other sector – education, 
healthcare and etc. which were the reason for the 
resignation of the Minister of Education Todor Tanev and many other crises in the leading Coalition 
between CEDB, Reformist Bloc and United Patriots. This finally caused the resigns of the government itself 
and early elections in Bulgaria.  During the Presidential election campaign the Prime Minister Boyko Borisov 
announced that if CEDB loses the elections the government will also give up the ruling of Bulgaria. The 
public answer to this declaration was very clear – the candidate of Bulgarian Socialist Party Rumen Radev 
won the President elections with huge lead against the candidate of CEDB Ms Cecka Cacheva on second 
round. Boyko Borisov fulfilled his promise and in mid-November announced the resignation of his 
government and early elections for the next year.  
 
2016 and the Environment 

During 2016 the 
Environmental policy of the 
government was without a 
significant change and 
constantly triggered the 
reactions of thousands of 
people who went on the 
streets to protect their 
nature. But if the previous 
year was characterized by 
many political attempts to 
cause nature destruction one 
by one, case by case and the 
protests were against 
concrete causes, 2016 was 

marked by serious legislative efforts to benefit the oligarchs on various scales. Because of this the protests 



Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation  2016 Annual Report 

 3 

shifted against law amendments. Various bills, which caused the reaction of the conservation community, 
were imported at the National Assembly Almost every month. 

 
The year started with a scandalous case of a 
child who had fallen from a lift cabin in Vitosha 
Mountain. This tragedy put back on the public 
agenda the question why Vitosha Ski doesn’t 
repair and change the lifts, which owns. And 
while Vitosha Ski was trying to justify itself by 
accusing the child`s father of negligence 
another scandal, this time for Pirin and Bansko 
broke in February! 
 
Out of the blue, the ruling Coalition of parties 
took the decision to permit the construction of 
Second Gondola lift in Ski Zone Bankso by 
changing the concession contract of Yulen. The 

public reaction was severe – thousands of people in many towns in Bulgaria resisted to the decision and 
made the government and ruling parties to justify themselves as “misunderstood”. Nevertheless, the 
attempts of different lobbyists to satisfy the wish for second lift continued during February and March. The 
lobbying went through discussions, meetings and etc. At the same time the lobbyists undertook serious 
attempts to denigrate the image of those who oppose to their interests. The Black PR campaign against 
environmental NGOs reached threatening sizes especially when it added new players – the Bulgarian Chief 
Prosecutor Sotir Tsatsarov and famous sportsmen. Sotir Tsatsarov even opened investigations of the 
European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) against Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation and other environmental 
NGOs, based on fake signals in media. An inspection from the Supreme Administrative Prosecution with 
regard to BBF Action Plans for Capercaillie, Three-toed and White backed Woodpeckers Project, financed 
by the Environment 2007-2013 Operational Program was made. And although these inspections didn’t find 
any misuse of funds they were enough to trigger huge fake titles against environmental community in 
certain media. 
 
Famous sportsmen also joined the 
campaign by signing a letter to the 
Prime Minister, which called for a 
second gondola lift in Bansko Ski 
Zone and a war against the 
“pseudo ecologists”. The campaign 
widened its messages against all 
the projects for environmental 
protection (incl. LIFE projects, 
projects funded by foreign donors 
and etc.) Even Swiss Embassy was 
subject ot the black PR campaign. 
An attempt to undervalue all the 
efforts to protect nature was 
made. The environmental NGOs 
had to defend not only nature but 
themselves, their partners and 
donors against unprecedented wave of political and media attacks. 
  
And although the decision for a Second gondola lift was postponed again, other attempts to gain lobbying 
interests in Bansko continued throughout the year. Legislative amendments in Concessions Act, Tourism 
Act and Physical Education and Sports Act proposed by members of Parliament were in favor of the 
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offshore company Yulen. For example, the Concessions Act amendments included the so called “perpetual 
concession”, option to change the concessions contracts at any time as well as many other scandalous 
privileges for concessionaires. 
 
The fight against the Concessions Act started in April and continued through May, June and July and was 
adopted in the closing days of the now-dissolved 43rd National Assembly. The last obstacle to the adoption 
of the changes proved to be the president's decision to veto and to postpone the Concessions Act changing 
to the next Parliament. 
 
The fight against the new Management Plans of Pirin National Park, Rila National Park and Vitosha Nature 
Park continued throughout the whole year. The campaign was for halting the Plans and their revision which 
would lead to serious changes in their content.  
 
Laws threatened the Black Sea Coast also in 2016th. Another amendment in the Black Sea Coast 
Development Act, which stated that dunes should be protected from construction activities, was made in 
February. The amendment included 8 specific exception cases. After serious protests these exceptions were 
decreased to three cases – they dunes can be subject of construction when objects of national importance, 
objects of technical infrastructure and special objects connected to the national defense are at stake. These 
exceptions were missing in the previous amendments of the law. This motivated “For the Nature” Coalition 
to remind its 6 steps for Black Sea Coast protection and to call for public support for their adoption.  
 
The biggest rebellion and civil 
disobedience with blockades of the 
famous Eagle Bridge in Sofia however 
were caused by other amendments in the 
Black Sea Coast Development Act and 
Tourism Act which prohibited free 
camping. The battle pro or against free 
camping, which started the previous year 
got powerful legislative push in March 
2016. Finally the argument how to define 
free camping and whether to allow it or 
not led to postponing of adoption of the 
Tourism Act and the Ministry of Tourism 
understood that the idea of prohibition of 
the free camping won’t work for now. In 
order to calm down the public riots 
members of Parliament voted Irakli, Koral and Karadere to be developed without concessions as places for 
“environmentally friendly tourism” but the question how they will be protected from overbuilt remained 
without answer.  
 
Civil groups for protection of Koral, Karadere and Irakli united with experts from “For the Nature” Coalition 
in order to propose other amendments in the Black Sea Coast Development Act. The proposals included 
prohibition of building activities not only on the beach, but also in 1 km behind the beaches of Koral, 
Karadere and Irakli. The deputies accepted to discuss these proposals but their voting and realization was 
left for the next Parliament.   
 
Summer months showed that tourists can protect the Black Sea coast much better than the Ministries. Civil 
groups from Irakly, Karadere and Koral developed responsible camping campaigns by cleaning the garbage 
from the beaches, protecting dunes, alarming for death dolphins and even by acting as lifeguards.    
 
Necessary changes in other law – Territorial, urban and rural development Act united experts from 
environmental NGOs and civil groups, who protect green area in urban territories. They started a campaign 
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for amendments of the Bill in favor of stronger civil participation, which was one of the requirements 
according Aarhus convention. Unfortunately, although the members of the Parliament did change the law 
they didn’t allow citizens to appeal General and Territorial development Plans and to be preserved as 
“interested party” by the court. Government and Parliament both preferred to worsen their relationships 
with Europe and to give another reason for penalty for Bulgaria than to allow citizens to participate in the 
decisions concerning the situation in their own towns! 
  
Bulgaria disregarded the EU rules in one more case during the year.  In March the inclusion of “Rila buffer” 
Zone within NATURA2000 was postponed again. This resulted in more European sanctions against our 
country - Bulgaria was taken to the Court of the European Union for lack of provision of protected areas for 
the wild birds in Rila. The question: will the motorway Struma be constructed through Kresna valley for the 
sake of protected species remained unsolved. 
 
As to European Union, European campaigns, which started in 2015 (like the campaigns for keeping the 
Directives unchanged and against TTIP and CETA) continued to 2016. The negotiations for TTIP was finally 
put on hold, but CETA made its way through European institutions and was accepted by the European 
Parliament at the end of the year.  
 
Far more successful was the campaign for protections of Directives to remain unchanged.  At the end of the 
year on 7th of December the European Commission finally announced that Directives of Natura 2000 fit for 
purpose and their application even should be deepened. This happened after almost 2-year environmental 
campaign of NGOs from different European countries, which was supported by MEPs, European 
commissioners and over 500 000 citizens from all over Europe.  
 
Another environmental success this time on 
national level was achieved later during the 
year – 10 % of the forests in state forests 
were protected from logging as old forests. In 
October 2016 the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food ordered that 109 000 ha of old forests 
should be protected from logging which is 
equal to protection of the area of both 
National Park Rila and National Park Central 
Balkan. This was a result from long-standing 
efforts of NGOs and numerous disclosures of 
illegal logging and malpractices in Bulgarian 
forestries. The so called “wooden mafia” 
became a topic of media investigations, 
numerous meetings with institutions, protests, statements, open letters and etc. The vice minister Georgi 
Kostov from MAF was awarded for his efforts in this campaign. 
 
Other international successes of the conservation community were: the return of White-headed vultures in 
Stara Planina, Kresna and Pirin Mountain. Bulgarian environmental projects received Natura 2000 award by 
the European Commission; new breeding colony of the endangered Dalmatian pelican was introduced after 
more than 60 years in Persina Nature Park.  
 
2016 was characterized by successes and good news, but also left many serious cases unsolved and 
postponed for the next government and the next parliament.  
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I. REVIEW OF BBF'S REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

1. GREEN BELT AND NATURA 2000 

BBF in the European Green Belt Association 

BBF continue its active involvement and membership in EGBA and was re-elected as an NGO representative 
from the Balkan Section of the Initiative in the Board of the Association. More information about the 
Association could be found here:   

http://www.europeangreenbelt.org/association.html 

9th Pan-European Green Belt Conference 

9th Pan-European Green Belt Conference was held 31st October to 3rd November 2016 in Koli National Park, 
Finland. BBF was also represented and a poster “Biosphere reserves and the Green Belt in Bulgaria” was 
presented. More info about the conference including conclusions, programme, participants and 
presentations could be found at: 

http://www.ym.fi/enUS/International_cooperation/Green_Belt_of_Fennoscandia/PanEuropean_Green_Bel
t_Conference 

Project “Protecting Biodiversity in the Balkans - Strengthening cooperation along the Balkan Green Belt” 

The Project “Protecting Biodiversity in the Balkans - Strengthening cooperation along the Balkan Green 
Belt” is working for enhancement of the cooperation along the Balkan Green Belt and development of the 
transboundary ecological network along the border of Bulgaria, Greece, Macedonia, Serbia and Turkey. 
Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation (BBF) is one of the two partners of EuroNature in Bulgaria. The activities 
in Bulgaria were implemented in close collaboration between BBF and the Green Balkans Federation.  The 
project focuses on awareness raising about importance and visibility of the Balkan Green Belt. The 
following three activities were implemented by both partners: photo contest; communication material; and 
the Green Belt Day. Several coordination online meetings between the teams of BBF and Green Balkans 
were held on the activities implementation.  The following results have been achieved:  

 New Green Belt section was developed within the BBF website  

Through the new Green Belt website section and BBF page in Facebook recent information on the Green 
Belt including all important news related to the Green Belt regions and national and international initiatives 
and activities was shared and distributed among the public and interested partners:  

http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/bg/Evropeyski-Zelen-poyas.c242  

http://www.europeangreenbelt.org/association.html
http://www.ym.fi/enUS/International_cooperation/Green_Belt_of_Fennoscandia/PanEuropean_Green_Belt_Conference
http://www.ym.fi/enUS/International_cooperation/Green_Belt_of_Fennoscandia/PanEuropean_Green_Belt_Conference
http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/bg/Evropeyski-Zelen-poyas.c242
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http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/bg/Balkanski-zelen-poyas.c243  

http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/bg/Zeleniyat-poyas-v-Bylgariya.c244  

Celebration of the Green Belt Day 2016 

    

Special event “By bicycle around the Green Belt – from Osogovo to Belasitza” was organised in order to 
celebrate the Green Belt Day. Facebook event was created, where all the information for participants was 
posted and distributed https://www.facebook.com/events/1040131819396685/  

The Bike Tour was held in the period 22 to 25 September 2016 with nearly 30 participants – mostly friends 
and supporters of many years' standing. It passed through the mountains of Osogovo, Vlahina, 
Maleshevska, Ograjden and Belasitza – all of them shared between Bulgaria and Macedonia and still little-
known and visited by tourists. The bike route changed twice the side of the border leading the participants 
through silent mountain villages, century-old beech trees, babbling streams, ex-frontier posts reminding 
the time of the Iron Curtain, bushes covered with juicy blackberries, cozy small towns with taverns offering 
delicious. On 24th September the group arrived in the town of Strumitsa, Macedonia, and honoured the 
Green Belt Day with a small event – a presentation about the essence and Europe wide importance of the 
Green Belt followed by tasting Macedonian cuisine. Special guests of the dinner were representatives of 
the Macedonian environmental NGO Planetum and local tourism service providers. Everybody received a 
specially designed buff as a souvenir of this day. Various wild animals’ traces and silhouettes were 
demonstrated in order to popularize the Green Belt biodiversity.  Total length of cycling was approx. 220 
km for these 4 days.  

Media work  

Press release was distributed before the event in order to increase the awareness of the importance and 
visibility of the Balkan Green Belt as well as to improve cooperation and exchange between the players at 
the Balkan Green Belt. The media record of the implemented activities spread the positive info and raised 
public support for protection of biodiversity along the Balkan Green Belt. 

Balkan Green Belt Regional Conference, 13 – 16 April 2016, Baile Herculane, Romania  

The Balkan Green Belt Regional Conference took place within the project "Protecting Biodiversity in the 
Balkans - Strengthening cooperation along the Balkan Green Belt” conducted by EuroNatur and IUCN 
Regional Office for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, financially supported by the Deutsche Bundesstiftung 
Umwelt The aim of the Balkan Green Belt Regional Conference was to work on the strategic planning 
process on a regional level together with representatives of NGOs and GOs. Around 50 participants from 13 
countries adjacent to the European Green Belt met at the regional conference. BBF was represented by 
Martina Koleva, Osogovo Project Coordinator and Petko Tzvetkov, BBF Green Belt Coordinator. Useful input 
was given by key note speeches, including “Start-up of the European Green Belt Association e.V.” by Petko 
Tzvetkov (Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation).  

http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/bg/Balkanski-zelen-poyas.c243
http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/bg/Zeleniyat-poyas-v-Bylgariya.c244
https://www.facebook.com/events/1040131819396685/
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2. PROTECTED AREAS AND SPECIES 

During the year, in partnership whit Regional inspectorate of Environment and Water, many cases of illegal 
wildlife trade were done. The cases included different species from annexes of Bulgarian legislation as well as 
CITES and regulation 338/97. Most of the cases were about the the on-line illegal trading of threatened and 
endangered species such as:  

Trophies of: White-tailed eagle (Halieaectus 
albicilla), Golden Eagle (Aquila chrisaetos). 

Live animals: African Grey parrot (Psittacus 
Erithacus) , tortoise ( Testudo hermani), 
Leopard gecko (Eublepharis macularius) and 
etc.  

Due to the increasing of signals related to 
wildlife illegal trade a meeting between the 
MOEW, RIEW, Police office in Sofia town and 
Sofia region, OLX.bg and other NGOs was held 
in Sofia. During the meeting, every organization and institution shared their experience, best practices and the 
challenges that they faced in combating illegal trade.  We found new ways for better collaboration and we hope 
that these new approaches will be much more effective in the fighting wildlife crimes. 

 

3. PR AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN 2016 
 
2016 was marked with unprecedented dirty war, 
black PR and many media attacks against the 
ecological organizations and in particular BBF. The 
campaign started in 2009 and it reached its peak 
(hopefully) in 2016. It broadened the list of the 
slandered, the involved media and manipulation 
methods - violating the accuracy or distortion of 
the facts (projects, amounts and activities); not 
distinguishing the facts from comments and 
suggestions; lack of perspective of those affected; 
almost always denial of the right of reply to the 
injured party and others. 
 
Almost from its beginning till now the campaign 

repeats one and the same suggestions, although unacceptable in the beginning, repeated persistently 
through the years, they began to be perceived by certain groups, including also the Parliament. The 
campaign is focused on the Bulgarian society and it aims to breed distrust among the supporters of the 
conservation community and thereby reduce the massive public opposition to the destruction of nature 
among different age groups. 
 
The hope of the authors of the campaign is that transforming the word ecologist into a cynicism will decrease 
the supports of the nature and will let the implementation of some investment projects, which are not nature 
friendly and are unlawful. The other purpose of the campaign is diminishing the severity of the ecological law 
and the area of the protected zones in Bulgaria. Its last aim is to suggest that the environmentalists are paid by 
foreign countries and protect their interests.   
BBF actively participates in the meetings and discussions of the members of To Remain Nature in Bulgaria 
Coalition, which aim to develop an action plan and mobilize the available resources in the organizations. A 
part of the planned trainings on Participation for Nature Project and coalitional meetings on For the Balkan 
and People Project were devoted on the education of the Coalition members and creating a strategy for 
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managing the attacks. Trainings were held with an outsourced PR specialist, specialized in the area of Crisis 
PR, as well as with psychologists, who led consultations for managing the most common techniques for 
manipulation during a debate or public disputes. 
 
We held a special press conference at the BTA in March, 
where the directors of the largest NGOs from “For the 
Nature” Coalition announced compromising campaign as 
an attempt to attack the society and the protection of the 
nature as a value. Besides undermining the prestige of the 
organizations, which actively work, it creates negative 
attitudes towards key species, citizenship and philanthropy 
in general, while the silence of the institutions is truly 
remarkable. 
A record of the press conference: 
https://www.facebook.com/forthenature.org/videos/993107984060287/ 
   
As part of the consequences of the campaign BBF had an inspection from the Supreme Administrative 
Prosecution with regard to our Action Plans for Capercaillie, Three-toed and White backed Woodpeckers 
Project, financed by the Environment 2007-2013 Operational Program. 

 
We received support from many partners. For example the Bulgarian 
Donation Forum (BDF) sent an open letter to the Prosecution with 
regard to the order for an inspection of several environmental 
organizations, including BBF, a member of BDF, for a questionable 
management and spending of money from the European Union. We 
also coordinated common discussions with NGOs’ representatives 
from other sectors for a common strategy and answer to the attack to 
the civil society. 

 
We announced 2016 as a year of the Balkan and People 
and as if especially for it, the so called project, performed 
by BBF received in May the big European award Natura 
2000 of the European Commission. We published our 
calendar-emblem, which was widely distributed.   
 
The Uzana Children Nature Academy was developed very 
seriously in 2016 and its new manager was appointed as 
well as new plans and new friends were found. Our 
trademarks – Annual awards for biodiversity protection, 
Winter Belassitsa (9th edition, 12-14 of Feb), Balkan 
Green Belt and Biosphere Parks were very successful. 
 
A main part of our communication activities were focused 
on our projects, especially “For the Balkan and People” and 
“Salt of Life”. Together with Green Strandja Organization and 
Burgas Municipality we organized for the first time a big 
sports event – Atanassovsko Lake half a marathon. It was 
held in Burgas on the 17th of January (on the day of Atanas name) and despite the bad weather more than 80 
participants from all over the country took part in it. We became producers of 4 short films for the Balkan, 
dedicated to the activities of “For the Balkan and People” Project. On the 18th of February the official premiere 
of the films was presented at the House of Cinema in Sofia, accompanied by tastings and sales of delicious 
foods from the Balkan. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/forthenature.org/videos/993107984060287/
http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/files/data_0/1616/Image/fhcU-gluhar.jpg�
http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/files/data_0/1621/Image/AUuP-press-conference-23.jpg�
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Awards for BBF 
At a special ceremony in Sofia on February 9, 2016 the public board of Telus International Europe awarded 
the selected projects in the fields of education, health and environmental protection. Of the 150 proposals, 
20 were approved for funding with different amounts - from 2 000 to 6000 Canadian dollars. BBF was also 
among the winners for their small project Islands of Hope, associated with the passive protection of 
nesting birds from predators in the Atanasovsko Lake and the involvement of volunteers in their protection. 
 
Life for the Burgas lakes Project, implemented in the period of 2010-2014 by BSPB with a partnership of 
BBF, RSPB (United Kingdom), Black Sea Salinas and Burgas Municipality is in the shortlist of the European 
Commission for Best Project for 2015. Exactly this project continued our long-term project Burgas 
Wetlands and became the basis of the new one - Salt of Life, currently implemented by us with a part of the 
same partners. 
 
For the Balkan and People Project won Natura 2000 
award of the European Commission in the category 
Socio-Economic benefits. 
The European recognition of the project is well deserved, 
because it is an example of successful actions in 9 Natura 
zones in Bulgaria and practically demonstrates how the 
protection of the nature and economic development can 
live together and everybody can win from that. 
  
The words of Jeremy Waits (Secretary General of the European Environmental Bureau), a member of the 
jury at the award ceremony just summarize the role and European significance of this project: As 
Commissioner Karmenu Vella said in his inaugural speech, the opposition of the economy against the 
environment is outdated and the award-winning project exactly illustrate this with a focus on ecosystems 
services. The area of the Balkan has very beautiful nature, but at the same time there are major economic 
challenges and rural depopulation. For Balkan and People illustrates how you can earn money and at the 
same time protect the environment. There was very strong competition in this category, but we really 
appreciated the fact a work is done to change the policies and an opportunity is sought to implement the 
model in other regions of the country. Congratulations to the whole team. 
 
2016 Annual awards for the biodiversity  
  
The annual awards for biodiversity were handed on November 23 at Club Terminal 1 in a very emotional 
and moving ceremony. The popular Sofia club appeared to be too small for all nature lovers, nominees, 
media, business, institutions and non-governmental organizations, which attended the event. 
The eighth edition of the awards was marked by the preservation of Bulgarian forests - vision, protection, 
preservation of trees in an urban environment, investigations of illegal felling and others. They dominated 
both in the nominations and in the winners in the 5 categories. 
 
There were again awards of the audience, determined by voting in Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/events/1416471371993343/. More than 5000 voted for the various categories. 
This year’s biggest competition was among two of the categories: Activist for the Nature and Business, 
supporting the Nature. The difference between the 1st and 2nd place was only several votes and the lead 
changed until the last moment. 
 
The jury, consisting of Boyan Petrov, Iva Doichinova, Valeri Jordanov, Radoslav Parushev and Krassimira 
Velichkova faced also a big challenge, trying to determine its favorites. All nominees received deserved 
recognition and attention, while the winners are: 
  
1. The most successful campaign, related to biodiversity protection – this is the category, which 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1416471371993343/
http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/files/data_0/1633/Image/Lcip-img-7064.jpg�
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traditionally collects many nominations and shows the huge variety of civil and nature protection campaigns 
in Bulgaria. The following campaigns were awarded: 

   
The award of the jury: Annual high mountains 
cleanings, organized by For the Earth environmental 
association – they were awarded not only for their 
huge success with cleaning of 89,1 tons of trash during 
the 18 years of its existence, but also for the fact, that 
it changes the perceptions, regarding the trash even in 
an environment outside the nature. 
   
The award of the audience: The campaign of 
preserving Bedechka Park, organized by Preserve 
Bedechka civil group. With 432 votes, the audience 

chose a campaign, which for a long time has not been regional, but became a symbol of the fight for 
protecting the green areas in the Bulgarian towns. Apart from that, it successfully protects Bedechka Park, 
the civil group united this year with other civil organizations for green areas protection in Varna, Plovdiv and 
Russe. The group also began work on legislative changes for the protection of the urban green areas in 
Bulgaria. 
   
2. Best journalistic material/media, related to the preservation of the Bulgarian wild nature - the big 
number of different nominations made the competition in this category extremely high, which gives hope 
that in Bulgaria there are objective media, which are impartial, courageous and determined to uncover 
fraud, corruption and lawlessness wherever you 
meet them. 
   
The jury decided to give 2 first awards to Nova TV 
shows, revealing abuses in the forestries and 
illegal logging. Marin Nikolov from the 
Investigation Show team received an award for 
the exceptional courage in exposing the link 
between timber mafia and local political 
structures. The second award went to Gospodari 
na Efira for a series of reports, devoted to the 
sensitive for all of us topic: illegal logging, 
particularly infamous case in Aitos state forestry. 
 
The audience award: Desislava Leshtarska for MythBusters: The Green Millions – she won with 176 votes 
for investigating the Black PR campaign against the nature conservation movement and the revelation that 
information for the striking abuse "is easily verifiable with a few clicks of the mouse, but the goal of the 
scandalous revelations was never a truth, but inciting hate against certain environmental organizations”.  
   
 3. An activist for the nature – this was the category with the most nominations – 23, but the jury and the 
audience managed to choose the best one: 
   
The jury award: Alexander Dunchev, for his tireless efforts to reveal and investigate the numerous signals 
from the people for illegal logging, for his fight against building up in Pirin National Park and other causes. 
He wished someday 7 million people in Bulgaria to become environmentalists and succeed to protect the 
nature. 
   
The audience award in the most numerous voting ever (1746 votes) was given to Young Mountaineer 
organization from the town of Petrich – they are young people with a mission to educate people to love the 
nature and Bulgarian mountains.  
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4. A politician with the greatest attention to the Bulgarian nature  
The jury announced as a winner Associate Professor Dr. Georgi Kostov, Deputy Minister of MAF in 
resignation for his long work for a greater publicity of information and efforts to end logging in the old 
forests, which led to the announcement of 109,000 hectares old forests, which will be saved from felling. 
 
The audience chose its favorite with more than 400 votes the young mayor of Blagoevgrad Ivan 
Gavalyugov for his priorities for protecting the nature and improving the life environment.  
   
5. An award for business, which supports the biodiversity – numerous companies, farms and guest houses 
participated again in the competition in 2016. This is another refutation of the stereotype that business and 
nature can exist in harmony. 
   
The jury gave its award to Sider and Attila Sedefchevi, because of their determination to conserve local 
breeds, thus and restoring pastures in Pirin. The award was received by Elena Tsingarska – the wife of Sider 
Sedefchev, who said that the battle of the two brothers with institutions requires many efforts and these 
recognitions motivate them and give them strength to continue their work. Traventuriya received the 
support of the audience, expressed in more than 300 votes for their idea to organize the so-called Trips with 
Cause, in which a part of the cost of the trips is used to support various organizations, which protect nature. 
  
6. The organizers gave an award, outside the competition 
and kept in secret until the last moment – Lifetime 
achievement award to Lyubomir Popyordanov and 
Odiseya IN, which celebrates this year 25 years form its 
creation. Lyubomir Popyordanov is one of the few 
ambassadors of the alternative tourism in Bulgaria and 
worldwide. He fights tirelessly for our country to become 
a desired and expensive destination for environmental 
tourism, and the mountains and green areas to find their 
dignity and a powerful lobby in the society, investors and 
politicians. 
 
The honorary recognition for contribution to the 
Bulgarian nature conservation was given posthumously to the young Bulgarian scientist Dr. Nikolai Tsankov, 
who passed away in June, The award was also given to the herpetologists Andrei Stoyanov and Dobrin 
Dobrev. 
But unlike from the previous editions the official part did not finish with the awards, because 2016 was very 
important for the whole nature protection movement and also For the Nature coalition celebrates its 10th 
birthday. 

   
In a touching personal confession four persons 
of the Coalition - Yordanka Dineva BBF, Toma 
Belev from the Association of Parks in 
Bulgaria, Konstantin Ivanov from WWF and 
Vera Petkanchin of Citizens for Rila spoke 
about the beginning and successes in all these 
10 years and the battles, that no longer are in 
defense of nature, but also of the state - to 
change the laws, to establish rules and to 
protect of legality. 
 
Toma Belev announced the new idea of For 

the Nature – to seek and create a network of active citizens in Bulgaria, the so called correspondents, who 
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have to report for all local problems. He said also: Wherever there is no vision, there is unlawfulness. 
Yordanka Dineva turned to all local citizens, unified around an ecological problem, with the words: Invite us 
and we will come. She also urged them to seek the assistance of the Coalition and invite its representatives. 
   
In this way, with a little sorrow and great hope, that we can change Bulgaria in the way that we only 
celebrate at Terminal 1 and not flee through Terminals 1 and 2, the annual Biodiversity awards came to an 
end.    
   
The party continued with the music of group P.I.F., who delighted guests with their favorite songs. "Invisible 
Children" who’ve been fighting to protect the environment for 10 years ago, today are much more visible in 
society. 
 
All winners received special medals with bells in order to make noise and be heard from far away. They also 
received baskets with farm products from the farms, supported by the For the Balkan and People project.  
The nominees received special diplomas as recognition of their contribution and their achievements were 
presented at a special presentation. During the celebration, the guests enjoyed delicious food from the 
Balkan - cheese, appetizers, yogurt with honey and walnuts, sweet and more. For the first time the event 
was live streamed in BBF Facebook page. Hundreds of viewers watched it. 
   
The annual Biodiversity awards are organized within For the Balkan and the People project, financed by the 
Bulgarian-Swiss Cooperation Program 
  
Media partners of the Annual awards are: Bluelink, Evromegdan, Zelena Svetlina-BNT, http://ureport.bg/ 
 
Volunteering 

After the very successful voluntary action To 
help Chiflik comes its natural prolongation – To 
help Chiflik – part 2, The sequel. The voluntary 
action is organized within For the Balkan and 
People Project on the 8th, 9th and 9th of April, 
2016. 
 
Together for Ambaritsa hut a voluntary action 
was held from 21st- 23rd of October 2016. Our 
host was Emma Gateva and unique Ambaritsa 
hut, located on the northern slopes of Stara 
Planina. We helped the hut to become an even 

more wonderful place to meet guests, having participated in the daily activities such as carrying firewood, 
clearing and arrangement of storage and other tasks. This is an integral part of the process to maintain a hut 
as a well -working place, offering warmth and shelter for every visitor. 
 
On the occasion of World Environment Day the Association of Bulgarian Parks in Bulgaria and Transparent 
mountains with the support of the Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation and Belasitza Natural Park initiated on 
the 4th-5th of June 2016 a voluntary campaign to clean Kameshnishkite waterfalls. 
   
Educational activities 
Biodiversity protection course continued also this year. The lectures for 2016 were the following: 
• Kom-Emine, a guide on the slope of Stara Planina mountain – Jivko Momchev  
• The world day of the oceans – Greenpeace, For the Earth and BBF 
• Wiki loves the Earth 2016 – Wikipedia Bulgaria 
• Together with the climate – Georgi Stefanov, WWF Bulgaria 

http://ureport.bg/
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• A new beginning for tortoises - docent Nikolay Tsankov - NHM – Bulgarian Academy of Science 
(BAS) and Kostadin Antonov, MA in zoology; 

• For the birds and volunteers – the results of the 12 years watching the sky, Yordan Hristov, BSPB 
• The invisible wealth of the underworld – Stoyan Goranov, Antonia Vlaikova, Sofia speleology school 
• Woods, forestry and foresters – touches of the past - Eng. Evgeni Tsvekov,  Forestry university. 
• Biodiversity protection or how works the 

European branch of one of the biggest 
ecological networks in the world – Friends 
of the Earth, Europe – Bertrand 
Sansonnens, Pro Natura and Friends of 
trhe Earth, Europe 

• Occurrence and development of the 
nature protection movement in Bulgaria 
and protected areas network - docent 
Rosen Tsonev, Biology Faculty of Sofia 
University 

• Plants on the sand dunes and dune habitats in Bulgaria – docent Antoaneta Petrova – director of The 
Botanical Garden of BAS 

• Energy access in the developing countries through small VIE systems – Bojil Kondev – energy advisor at 
the German Organization for International Cooperation (GIZ) 

• Biodiversity on Rupite area – plants, butterflies, reptiles, etc.– Lyuben Domozetski 
• Extreme zoology – doctor Boyan Petrov, NHM  
• Kresna defile and the vultures – Emilian Stoynov and Hristo Peshev, The Fund for Wild Flora and Fauna 

(FWFF) 
• Herpetological researches in Bulgaria: past, present and future – doctor Miroslav Slavchev and Emilia 

Vacheva 
• Payments for eco-system services – a new approach to the outside world – WWF Bulgaria  
• Birds migration – a nature phenomenon, still with quite unknown – docent Boris Nikolov, Head of the 

Bulgarian Ornithological Centre at the Institute of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research, BAS 
• Food for the earth – the possible urban composting – Irena Sabeva – psychologist and compost activist. 

Since 2013 she is developing the Food for the earth initiative for neighborhood composting in Sofia. She 
loves the care for the soul and earth. Danita Zarichinova – EU For the earth   

• Winter mountain – challenges, opportunities and safety measures – Pavel Pavlov, Mountain Rescue 
Service, Rosen Vasilev  

 
This year 18 proposals participated in our competition for funding of student theses in the field of biodiversity 
and management of protected areas. The contest was open to graduates of all Bulgarian universities (bachelors, 
masters and PhD), whose thesis falls within the theme of the contest: biodiversity conservation, sustainable 
management of natural resources and environmental education, but the major condition was the geographic 
range of the thesis: it had to discuss the territory of Central and/or Western Stara Planina mountain. 
The commission approved for financing 7 proposals: 

• Individual territories, activity and level sinanthrophy of the Brown Bear (Ursus arctos) in the 
territory of Stara Planina - Vladimir Todorov, IBES-BAS 

• Hydro fauna studies of groundwater in the territory of Central Balkan National Park -  Petar 
Manolov, St. Kliment Ohridski University", Faculty of Biology, Department of General and Applied 
Hydrobiology  
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• Influence of tourists on the summer bat colonies in Devetashka cave - Svetlana Ivanova, Sofia 
University St. Kliment Ohridski , Faculty of Biology, Department of Ecology and Environmental 
Protection 

• Optional management of tall beech forests with the purpose of environmental friendliness and 
balance between the functions of the forest - Vassilena Karavasileva, University of Forestry, Faculty 
of Forestry, Forestry Department 

• Spatial Ecology of viper (Vipera ammodytes Linnaeus, 1758) in western Bulgaria - Angel 
Dyugmedzhiev, National Museum of Natural History, BAS, Zoology Department  

• Relationships between representatives of the three families of lizards - Lacertidae, Anguidae and 
Scincidae (Reptilia, Squamata, Sauria), regarding their spatial and food niches in western Bulgaria - 
Emilia Vacheva, National Museum of Natural History - BAS 

• Species composition and conservation significance of ants from Vratsa Karst reserve- Alexander 
Miloushev, St. Kliment Ohridski University, Faculty of Biology, Department of Zoology  

This is the third session of the contest, through which 17 thesis have been financed of a total value of 
10 250 lv. The competition takes place within “For the Balkan and People” project framework. 
 
BBF organizes a Creative camp for the development of a special place – Uzana Children Academy to attract 
people from all over Bulgaria and to serve as a place with sustainable management, experience studying and 
biodiversity conservation. The camp took place from 31st of July to 6th of August, full of learning, sharing, 
discussions, doubts and visions of the future. The lectors were very interesting and spoke about marketing, 
fund raising and communication. It was a tent camp, located near Gorski Dom hut in Uzana.  
 
BBF was involved in Nights of Bats international initiative on the 20th of September, 2016, which took place 
in the building of the Regional Historical Museum in Blagoevgrad. 
 
Exhibits 

A special exhibition “Birds, humans and the 
salt of Burgas”, dedicated to one of the 
emblematic Natura sites not only in the 
region but in Bulgaria - Atanasovsko lake was 
installed on May 21st - the Day of Natura 
2000 in Europe, in Burgas. The exhibition of 9 
huge panels was seen by over 300,000 
people for more than 10 months. In August 
BSPB’s “Feathers and lakes” exhibition, 
created within the “Salt of Life” project, 
presented to local residents of Atanasovsko 
Lake, Poda and some of the most typical 
representatives not only among birds but 
also from other groups of inhabitants. 

 
After a very successful tour in Sofia, Bourgas, Smolyan, Rousse, “Natura 2000 - the best of nature in 
Bulgaria and Europe” exhibition visited also the Art hall of Radio Blagoevgrad from 4th till 24th of April, 2016. 
 
“The Incredible Belasitza” exhibition presented beautiful pictures of Belasitza Mountain, taken in three 
different countries – Bulgaria, Macedonia and Greece. The host of the exhibition from 2nd of August till 18th 
of September was the Eco-museum with aquarium in Russe. The opening of the exhibition was on the 2nd of 
August with a discussion on Nature and Eco-tourism. 
 
Symbiotic exhibition went from the new Visitors Center of Pirin National Park in Bansko (it stayed there till 
the end of May), through the Regional Historical Museum in Blagoevgrad (in June) to the Visitors Center of 
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Rila Park in Panichishte (till 30th of October). The exhibition was placed in Flora exposition center especially 
for the day of Black Sea with the invitation of Burgas Municipality. Till the end of February students and 
faculty of Asen Zlatarov University in Burgas enjoyed the exhibition. 
 
Festivals 
On the 26th of August the fourth edition of the Festival of Salt took place on the Atanassovsko lake lagoon 
coast. This year’s topic was the Migration – 
of birds, animals and humans. The 
migration as an urge in search of a better 
place for living, the hidden power, which 
makes millions of individuals to pass huge 
distances in order to find a favorable 
climate, abundant food and security. This 
year’s festival is organized by “Salt of Life” 
project, financially supported by Black sea 
fishing AD, Rotary club Burgas and Relax Bi 
EOOD – Sea Stars. 
 
The colorful and picturesque Festival of the 
chestnut in the village of Kolarovo, Petrich 
Municipality was held on October 15, 2016. The fifth edition of the Festival was rich of joy, goodies, music, 
dancing and a number of accompanying events. BBF also lead tourists and had its own stand. 
 
We had a “For the Balkan and People” project stand during the Green days, as one of the days was devoted 
to Tastes and views of the Balkan. This year the Green Days were held at the garden of the former 
mausoleum in Sofia from 30th of Sept till 2nd of October. We organized the traditional Carnival of biodiversity 
on October, 1st. We organized the same one in Burgas on May, 27th at Sea Casino Cultural Center.  
 
During the year we included new festivals in our program, apart from the traditional ones we participate at 
every year. We took place at the National Folk and livestock Festival in Rojen, Bulgarian Seed National 
Festival, Familatlon, where we attracted new audiences and supporters. 
 
Other activities 
This year the Day of the Green Belt – 24th of September is celebrated for the first time with different 
initiatives all over Europe. BBF, one of the coordinators of the Green Belt in Bulgaria, organized a cycling 
event – With a bike along the Green Belt – from Osogovo to Belasitza Mountains. From 22nd till 25th of 
September 30 cyclists participated in this cycling adventure. They were acquainted with territories of the 
Green Belt in the Bulgarian part of Osogovo, the Macedonian part of Vlahina, Maleshevska and Ograjden 
mountains and finished in the Bulgarian part of Belasitza. The participants were introduced to the little-
known and visited by tourist areas, rich in biodiversity and with great potential for development of 

sustainable forms of tourism. The whole march 
included a total of about 220 km cycling on asphalt 
and dirt road. 
 
BBF joined the celebrations of the 25th 
anniversary of the proclamation of the Central 
Balkan National Park. We took part in the official 
opening ceremony of Vejen Visitor Center in 
Central Balkan National Park on 17th of September 
and presented our Forest Theater. This is the first 
visitor center in the protected area. It was built 
under the “Central Balkan - park for all” projects, 
financed by OPE. Employees of Teteven Park 
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section will welcome guests of the Centre and inform them about the possibilities for recreation and 
entertainment. On 1st of October we entertained the children during the official celebrations of the 
anniversary near Kalofer. We also entertained the children from the kindergartens in Sevlievo on 11th of 
October. 
 
On the 1st of June we organized a big feast for the children of Malko Tarnovo Municipality. Together with 
them we made a Forest theater, organized a Carnival of biodiversity, 
studios for painting, painted faces, made costumes, sport events, etc. 
 
 CEEweb for Biodiversity and partners across Europe, including BBF 
invited professionals and amateurs around the world to participate in 
the international contest for short film “Green Go” in 3 categories. 
Our cartoon for Atanasovsko lake – “The water cycle”, was  just a step 
away from the great success and winning a prize. We successfully 
participated in the campaign to preserve Natura 2000 Directives, by 
attracting support from Bulgarian celebrities and representatives of 
the tourist and others businesses. 
 
Partnerships 
Our partnerships with Bulgarian and international organizations continue – BSPB, Green Balkans, Balkani 
Society, APB, BAAT, Hamalogika, CEEWEB, Euronature, European Green Belt, Pro Natura, SDC, DBU, 
Macedonian, Greek, Romanian, Turkish, Ukrainian partners, are among the partners we have collaborated with 
during the year.  
We partner also with various municipalities – Gabrovo, Burgas, Sofia, as well as with many institutions – 
Directorates of National Parks - Central Balkan, Rila and Pirin, MOEW, EAEE, Sofia University, Plovdiv University, 
Regional Forestry Directorate in Burgas, SFS Burgas, etc. 
 

The national committee of The Man and Biosphere 
UNESCO Program approved the nominations for the 
announcement of the biosphere reserves – Central 
Balkan, The Red Wall, Uzunbajak and Srebarna and 
submitted them to the Secretariat of the Program. 
This was possible thanks to our partnership with 
Malko Tarnovo, Karlovo, Asenovgrad, Troyan, Silistra, 
Sevlievo, Anton and Pavel Banya municipalities, with 
the support of RIEW Plovdiv, Ruse and Burgas, Central 
Park Directorate, MOEW, EFA and also the work of 
BBF and АПБ teams. The funding was provided from 
EMEPA  and “For the Balkan and People” project. 

 
Natura 2000 directives will not be opened or reviewed. They will be saved and the measures for their 
application will be further broadened.  This was the result of a long battle of over 520 000 Europeans, including 
over 10 000 Bulgarians, who supported “Nature Alert” campaign, organized in Bulgaria by WWF and BSPB. 
Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation and CEEweb for Biodiversity also joined the common fight of environmental 
organizations across Europe against the change of directives, as we organized Friends of Natura 2000 
campaign. 
 
Bulgarian celebrities and representatives of the tourist and other businesses declared themselves in favor of 
the directives of Natura 2000. Their messages, along with the messages of thousands of other defenders of 
European nature were shared on Facebook, Twitter and sent to members of the European Parliament and 
the European Commission. The following people took part in our “Friends of Natura 2000” campaign: 
Alexander Ivanov, Asen Terziev Vassilena Radeva, Vladimir Mikhailov, Gergana Dimitrova, Desislava 
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Aleksova, Iva Sveshtarova, Nikolay Tabakov, Petya Stoykova, Svetla Damyanova, Willy Prager, the group 
Horizon, farmers supported by For the Balkan and people project, Dimitar Popov – beekeeper, Under the 
Balkan and Republic farms. 
 
Media appearances 
Our participation in the latest environmental issues and cases brought us numerous media appearances. 
People called us about the current protest campaigns throughout the year to discuss necessary and urgent 
legislative changes, to promote our events. Both national and regional and international media also 
contacted us. We continued successfully the media partnerships with Ureport, BlueLink and Green Light. 
The festivals, exhibitions and campaigns we organized throughout the year received significant media 
attention. 
 
This year BBF team increased by another baby. On May 27, a wonderful boy with the whopping measures: 
3900 grams and 55 cm was born. The happy parents gave him the name Vihren. We wish him to be strong 
and happy and to enjoy the great love of his bigger brother and sister - Radoslav and Boryana. 
 

II. BBF BRANCH OPERATIONS 

 
The Belasitza Branch 

During 2016 the team of BBF- Belasitza 
Branch continued its work in the 
South-West Bulgaria. 

In 2016 we finalized our work on the 
project "Belasitza Beyond Borders - 
Cross-border cooperation along the 
Balkan Green Belt". The project aims at 
promoting Belasitza, developing 
environmentally friendly, sustainable 
tourism and strengthening the 
international cooperation in the area. 
All project activities are implemented 
jointly with our partners from Belasitza 
Nature Park – Bulgaria, Lake Kerkini 
National Park - Greece, Environmental 

Association "Planetum" – FYR Macedonia and Euronatur Foundation - Germany.  

In 2016 we continued our work on maintaining and developing the Belasitza Internet portal 
www.Belasitsa.com. The portal was regularly updated with actual news feed from Belasitza region. 

We have promoted Belasitza and the need for 
preservation of the unique nature of South-West 
Bulgaria in several appearances in programs of 
regional and national media. The photo exhibition 
“The Incredible Belasitza” moved on to several new 
location among which Russe and History Museum, 
Petrich. 

In October 2016 the team of the Bulgarian Biodiversity 
Foundation - Belasitza Branch took part in the 
organization and participated in the fifth edition of the 
"Chestnut Festival", organized by the Belasitza Nature 
Park Directorate in the village of Kolarovo, Petrich 
Municipality. 
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A representative of BBF - Belasitza Branch is a regular participant in the meetings of the Advisory board of 
Rila National Park Directorate. We have participated in two meetings during 2016. 

During 2016 we continued our work on improving the practice of conservation through the use of Open 
Standards for the Practice of Conservation (Adaptive management). A member of our team took part in an 
Adaptive Management Workshop in Nature Park Medvednica near Zagreb, Croatia - 7th - 11th November. 

During 2016 BBF - Belasitza Branch have had the official representative of the Bulgarian ecological 
organizations in the Joint Monitoring Committee of INTERREG V-A GREECE-BULGARIA 2014-2020 
COOPERATION PROGRAMME. We have participated in one meeting in Komotini, GR on 18th October 2016. 

The team of BBF - Belasitza Branch took also part in the following events: 

• Earth’s day celebration – Petrich 22nd April 2016, organized by Young Mountaineers Club, Petrich; 

• Presentation “The work of the environmental NGOs in Bulgaria – the example of BBF” – Blagoevgrad 
28th April 2016, organized in partnership with South-western University “Neofit Rilski”; 

• Belasitza Bike tour – Petrich 4th June 2016, organized by Club for extreme sports and 
mountaineering Bela Extreme; 

• International Bat night in Blagoevgrad - 20th September 2016, organized in cooperation with 
Regional History Museum Blagoevgrad; 

• The 9th Winter Belasitza tour, organised and performed between 12th and 14th February 2016. 

 
The Strandja Branch 

The Branch continued its work in Strandja, around Burgas Lakes and regarding different regional cases.  

 
Kaliakra 

This branch implemented the REEFS project and runs the Balgarevo Nature Conservation Centre. 

 
Eastern Rhodopes 

 

III. REVIEW OF BBF PROJECTS IN 2016 

 
PROJECT TITLE: Urgent measures for restoration and long-term conservation of the Atanasovsko lake coastal 
lagoon, with a short name THE SALT OF LIFE / LIFE11 NAT/BG/00036 
Donor: The EU LIFE+ Program 
Partners: The Bulgarian Society for Protection of Birds (BSPB) and Chernomorski Solnitsi AD 
Total value: The project value is 2,013,027 Euro, with the BBF budget being 510,265 Euro 
Financing for 2015: BGN 161,332.89 
The BBF Team: Diana Kostovska, Spas Uzunov, Radostina Tsenova, Diana Pavlova 
Snejana Ivanova (full-time), Georgi Gyuzelev and Tanya Shnel (free-lance contracts). 
 
In 2016 1,680 m wooden barriers and 1,940 m earth dykes were restored to provide valuable habitat for 
many species of birds. The restoration has a direct positive impact on the populations of the target species 
and increased with 7,6 ha suitable areas for nesting, resting and roosting of different bird species. 7% of the 
total area of habitat 1310 Salicornia and other annuals colonizing mud and sand within the pSCI 
BG0000270 Atanasovsko Lake were improved. Notably, the significant increase of the number of the 
nesting Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) in Atanasovsko Lake was observed - 469 pairs or 345 pairs more 
than in 2011. Two dykes with total length of 3,120 m were secured by applying the improved predator 
control systems. The results were impressive - a record number of Gull-billed tern (Gelochelidon nilotica) 
with 110 pairs. Along with the colony of Gull-billed terns, Common terns (Sterna hirundo), Sandwich Terns 
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(Sterna sandvicensis), Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus), Eurasian Oystercatcher (Haemantopus 
ostralegus), Pied Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) and Common Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) were counted. 
40% of the breeding pairs of Avocets in Atanasovsko Lake nested on these secured dykes in 2016. Four 
photo-traps were installed on these two secured dykes and gave useful data about predators and birds 
behaviour. 
 
The 13,000 m from the bed of the Bypass 
channel were cleaned of silt and mud. Cleaning 
of the channel has a direct positive impact on 
the hydrological and hydro-chemical conditions 
on area of 152,280 m2 freshwater habitat and 
increased the feeding area for birds in the Lake.  
 
The project established safe roosting grounds 
through the construction of 2 new artificial 
islands in August 2016 to benefit birds of the 
lagoon. 80 volunteers were directly involved in 
practical conservation actions and were 
provided with theoretical and practical 
conservation knowledge. The highest number of 
roosting Dalmatian pelicans (Pelicanus crispus) (up to 495 individuals) in Atanasovsko lake in 2016 was one 
of reason to build two artificial islands (2 x 32 m2) in order to create favourable conditions and 
prerequisites for nesting of this threatened species in the Lake. 
 
The developed Interpretation Plan for Atanasovsko Lake outlines several interpretative tools needed to 
ensure the effective communication for the lagoon and turning the visits in the area into cognitive process 
of discovery. It was approved by the partners and the members of the Atanasovsko Lake Public Council in 
June 2016.  
 
The website is with 18,773 visitors up to now. Facebook and Tweet profile were established to 

communicate the project activities and 
results. 2 photo-exhibitions – one in 
Burgas named “The Birds, the people 
and the salt of Burgas” and the other in 
Sofia called “Feathers and lakes” were 
organised. In 2016 2 photo galleries 
were published in dnevnik.bg. The 
galleries have 26,537 visits.  
 
The Avocet Trail was established in the 
western part of the lagoon and 

welcomed more than 4,000 people since September 2015. The Salt Trail was transformed and is visited by 
135,000 people only for this summer season.  Fourth Salt 
Festival was organized in August. Over 25,500 people in 
13 places in Bulgaria visited the interactive traveling 
exhibition “symBiotic”. Videos from the CCTV solar panels 
cameras which were mounted at the Hide were presented 
in the centre of Burgas, which have been seen by 900,000 
people. 
 
Trying to attract the media, different stakeholders and 
supporters, the Project team has organised special events 
such as the celebration of the Name day of the Lake at the 
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Day of St. Athanasius the Great with Atanasovsko Lake Half-marathon, the birthday of the managed reserve 
Atanasovko Lake and many other events. We participated in the Slow Food event - Terra Madre in Tirana in 
June 2016 where we presented the project and sea salt from Natura 2000 zone Atanasovsko Lake. 
 

PROJECT TITLE: FOR THE BALKAN AND FOR THE PEOPLE 
Donor: The Bulgarian Swiss Cooperation Program via the Civil Society Reforms Fund. 
Partners: Bioselena Foundation, WWF, Park Association, BSPB, Pro-Natura Switzerland, REDD-Switzerland, BSPB 
Switzerland, The Executive Agency for Selection, Animal Breeding and Plang Growing, SAVE 
The BBF Team: Rumuana Ivanova, Rosen Vassilev, Yulia Yordanova, Desislava Zhivkova, Radostina Tsenova, 
Snejana Ivanova, Vladimir Milushev, Katya Milusheva, Elitsa Ivanova, Yordanka Dineva, Peter Todorov, Martina 
Koleva, Petya Sheremetova, Bertrand Sansonans, Pierre Galland. 

 
The project aims to demonstrate how local development and nature protection can co-exist without conflict 
and contribute for better quality of life in rural areas around the Central and Western Balkan areas. As a partner 
in this project, the BBF is responsible for civil society involvement, creation of future leaders in nature 
conservation, development of the For the Nature Coalition, creation of the Children's Green Academy Uzana, 
and for communication of the entire project. 

The BBF is involved in several components of this project: 

 
Component C.1 – In the frame of the 
component C.1 the following activities 
were implemented during 2016: 

1. A Monitoring Plan for the 
Strategic Plan for Mountain 
Pastures Management in the 
Central Balkan National Park 
was elaborated.  

2. Two public meetings were held 
on 17th and 18th February 2016 
as a part of the Communication 
strategy in the Strategic Plan for 
Mountain Pastures 
Management. Their goal was to present the draft the Annual Grazing Operational Plan for the 
territory of NP Central Balkan and to improve the communication between livestock breeders and 
Park administration. 

3. Specialized information brochure for livestock breeders on the territory of Central Balkan National 
Park was elaborated and distributed.  

4. Plan for restoration and reconstruction of pasture infrastructure on the territory of Central Balkan 
National Park was prepared. 

5. The work on Adaptive management methodology during 2016 continued with the launching of the 
specialized software Miradi in Bulgarian and the finalization of the translation of the Open 
Standards for the methodology application - Open Standards for the Practice of Conservation. 

6. During the fourth project year the work on component C.1 continued to provide models for 
informed public engagement through information campaign with wide public participation 
regarding the possibilities for Biosphere reserve establishment in the region of Central Balkan 
National Park. The campaign turned to be very successful and resulted with the agreement on 
establishment of big scale Biosphere reserve covering the territory of 4 municipalities and Central 
Balkan National Park. More than 90 people representatives of local rural communities and 
authorities took part in a total of 8 meetings and 1 workshop for the period June – August 2016. 
The workshop contributed both for the popularization of the Adaptive management methodology 
and was a huge step toward the establishment of big scale Biosphere reserve around Central Balkan 
National Park. 
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A total of more than 100 participants took part in all meetings and discussion performed under component 
C.1 in 2016. 
 
C.2.1. Piloting innovative model of working with children: establishing an open-air nature academy 

The Children Nature Academy “Uzana” has been functioning and offering numerous opportunities for its 
young visitors to learn and experience nature. Special events have been organized during the winter and 
spring holidays. In June 2016 numerous schoolchildren from Gabrovo have visited the Academy. First 
Children Summer camp has been conducted in August 2016. In November and December the Academy 
team has visited some Gabrovo kinder gardens with success. On 17th of December a workshop for making 
“survachka” (Bulgarian Christmas tradition) has been held. 

A second draft of the Nature academy development plan has been elaborated. Series of meetings and 
discussions between BBF and Gabrovo Municipality have been carried in order to clarify the future form of 
partnership for the joint management of the Nature Academy. A business plan for the development of the 
Information center Uzana with Children Nature Academy has been developed and adopted. Since 
September additional funding for the implementation of the business plan has been secured in the frame 
of the Bulgarian-Swiss cooperation project. Marieta Terzieva has been appointed as manager of the 
Children Academy. 

Additional equipment for the Nature 
academy has been provided; new information 
panels and modules have been developed 
and installed. A vending automate has been 
purchased and installed. 

The Nature Interpretator’s Handbook has 
been revised, completed and up-dated. 

The Children’s Academy has been presented 
at “Seme bulgarsko” festival in Sevlievo (23-
24 April 2016), “Familiatlon” festival in Sofia 
(14 May 2016), “Wild Flowers Festival” (25-25 
June 2016) and “Rozhen” festival (15-17 July 
2016).  
 

C 2.2. Develop the future Conservation Leaders of Bulgaria 

Approximately 25 lectures – part of the the biodiversity course in Faculty of Biology in Sofia university “St. 
Kliment Ohidski” were carried out during the year. As a result of the huge interest in our course, BBF team 
was invited to present some of the topics from our program in front of the students from University of 
Agricultures in Plovdiv, Shumen University, and Burgas University.  
Awards for diploma thesis - there were 6  members of the jury, who has  various expertise in the field of 
environmental sciences: Rumyana Ivanova – executive director of BBF; Rossen Vassilev- BBF, Botany and 
eco-tourism BBF; Spas Uzunov - biodiversity expert, BBF; Zornitsa Stratieva – Forestry expert, APB; Stefan 
Avramov, biodiversity expert, BBF; 

Students’ camp - This year the camp took place in the area of Central Balkan, around Uzana as it was in the 
second year of the project. Among the main reasons to choose this part of the mountain again was the fact 
that The Child Academy, maintained by BBF was almost ready to be used as well as  we wanted to focus 
Youth’s attention to the challenge to make a product from a project recognisable,  visible for the people, 
independent, and sustainable. As biologists and environmentalists, we usually focus our efforts on work 
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related to science and pure conservation, and we 
underestimate parts as a public awareness and 
communication. Usually, we think that the most 
important topics for us as experts are also 
important for everyone else, but more often the 
results we have found are that our message is 
misunderstood or not understand at all, or people 
do not recognize the environmental problems, as 
an important for them or for their life. They do 
not see the importance of nature protection. 
During the camp we wanted to expand the 
opportunities provided by the Academy: the 
interpretation programs and activities, the business plan for it, the design of the interior and exterior in 
order to be suitable for people with special needs, also to show the Academy as an academic centre where 
children, youths, and adults can see the world around them in different perspective, and discover all the 
miracles that nature creates. the program of the camp was mostly focused on public awareness, 
interpretation, design thinking, business model canvas, storytelling, and problem-solving. We invited a few 
of the best experts in the country who coordinated the process and also participated in it (Eleonora 
Karnasa, Fabricа 360, Ivelina Gadjeva, Marieta Terzieva, Emil Ivanov, Sashka Vitanova ). We aimed at 
different aspects of the work in the Academy and for each of the components the participants were 
expected to obtain results such as business canvas, or a product, as a video for each client segments that 
we wanted to invite and which are related to the academy: children, parents, teachers, tour guides.During 
the camp, participants had to organize a so-called” close event” ,called “UzanaDay” through which they 
wanted to show all the different aspects of the Academy  as well as the opportunities provided by the 
region. The participants in the camp were 20 and were representatives of the administration of the 
Bulgarka Nature park and Central Balkan National Park, different sports clubs from Gabrovo, The bread 
house – Gabrovo, Mountain Rescue service – Gabrovo and children from the town. 

C.3. Foster public support for sustainable and equitable use of nature resources as the basis of a future 
greener economy through large scale awareness raising actions 

Annual biodiversity awards of BBF have been distributed in 6 categories this year. A committee consisting 
of famous people has made the selection among a big number of nominees. The ceremony has become a 
big public event. The nominations were higher number according to previous editions – 73 and were from 
different towns and villages from Bulgaria. The public voting reached even higher results as the winners 
were selected by thousands of votes in FB event.  After the ceremony a symbolic celebration of the 10-th 

Anniversary of “For the Nature” Coalition took place.  

Regular coordination: “For the Nature” several 
Coalition meetings have been held. Various topics 
were discussed  during the meetings: state of old 
forests in protected Areas; Black PR campaign 
against environmental NGOs and Swiss Embassy and 
Bulgarian-Swiss Programme and our reaction to it; 
prevention of adopting several amendments in 
Bulgarian laws in favour of overbuild of Pirin National 
Park and etc. Over 100 volunteers were engaged in 
helping the Coalition members and project partners’ 
activities.  
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Two volunteer actions were organized - a volunteer action called “Let’s support the Farm” was conducted 
in the village of Sabotkovtzi, |Gabrovo between 19th and 21st of February 2016. The second one took place 
in the region of Central Balkan. It was conducted in the period of 21st of October to 23rd of October and 
was called “Let’s join efforts for Ambaritza hut”.  

The project was presented at 7 events and different festivals, which attracted the attention of thousands of 
nature lovers at national and local level. This year the project participated at one of the biggest traditional 
festivals - National Festival of Folklore and Livestock Breeding “Rozhen”. The project was also presented at 
other well-known green festivals such as: Green days, Challenge Days and etc.  

During the period the FB page of the Coalition increased its likes to over 31000 likes. The web site has been 
visited more than 80 000 times. 
 
Component D – Communication of Project Results 

This year was very important for the whole communication of the project and because of the high 
appreciation we’ve received from the EC through the European Award Natura 2000 in the category for 
Socio-economic benefits. BBF announced 2016 as the Year of the Balkan – the small calendar dedicated to 
the Project’s activities and region was very well distributed among the partners, stakeholders and citizens. 
Common activities with Central Balkan Park Directorate were planned for the autumn.  

Four short and one long film for the project were produced and distributed. Several press releases were 
prepared for some important events of the project.   

Regular meetings between the communicators of the Coalition members were organized for the better 
preparation of the common activities against the black PR campaign – several actions were planed and 
implemented as a video clip with famous actors, press conference, press releases, etc. BBF prepared an 
analysis of the situation which was presented to the NCO and Swiss Embassy.  

There are more than 400 publications in the media for this year – internet sites, Radio and TV reportages.  

A series of events with the motto “Business and biodiversity: opportunities at Natura 2000”, directed at 
different target audiences. They were organized by the project in order to give bigger publicity of the 
European recognition Natura 2000 Award which was received in May by the EC. These were the festival – 
exhibition “Green Days” in Sofia, Forum for Natura 2000 in Sofia and visit to the demonstration projects in 
the region of Central Stara Planina during the period 30th of September – 5th of October, 2016. 
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A special elegant exhibition “It is possible in the Balkan” was created for the occasion and presented during 
the abovementioned events and later on for promotion of the main achievements of the project.  

The other important public event with good visibility effect was the organization of the Annual Biodiversity 
Awards’2016. The remarkable ceremony happened in Terminal 1 Music club in the center of Sofia. More 
than 300 people attended the event on 23rd of November, including national media, online streaming and 
all awarded people and organizations.  
 
PROJECT TITLE: „ Belasitza Beyond Borders - Cross-border cooperation along the Balkan Green Belt”  
Donor: German Federal Environmental Foundation (DBU) – 50% 
50% co-funding provided by project partners 
Partners: Nature Park Belasitza Directorate, National park Kerkeni lake - Greece, „Planetum” – Ecological Societ, 
Macedonia and EuroNatur Foundation– Germany 
Budget: 203 177 euros 
Funding for 2015: 49 023 leva 
BBF team: Vladimir Milushev, Simana Markovska, Martina Koleva 
 

In 2016 the team of BBF - Belasitza Branch finalized its work on the project "Belasitza Beyond Borders - 
Cross-border cooperation along the Balkan Green Belt". The project aims at promoting Belasitza, developing 
environmentally friendly, sustainable tourism and strengthening the international cooperation in the area. 
All project activities are implemented jointly with the partners from Belasitza Nature Park – Bulgaria, Lake 
Kerkini National Park - Greece, Environmental Association "Planetum" – FYR Macedonia and Euronatur 
Foundation - Germany. 

The final activities of the project performed in 2016 included: 

1. The organization of the 9th Winter Belasitza tour, performed between 12th and 14th February 2016. 

2. Two visits of the photo exhibition “The Incredible Belasitza” in Eco Museum & Aquarium, Russe and 
History Museum, Petrich. 

3. Development printing and distribution of a project brochure describing all project results together 
with information on major sites of interest around the International Belasitza region. 

 
It can be concluded that as a results of the project implementation all project partners managed to raise 
general public awareness of the values of Belasitza as an unique nature site and developed international 
partnership for the conservation of the  mountain, including exchange of know-how and capacity building.  
One of the most important outcomes of the project is bringing people together. Thanks to all project events 
and products, thanks to mutual work with partners from different countries we managed to bring tourist 
services providers, governmental and non-governmental organisations and local people together. They are 
unified by the beautiful Belasitza Mountain and by their common ideas for the future sustainable and 
nature friendly development of the region. 
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PROJECT TITLE: SUPPORTING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE FOR PEOPLE AND NATURE IN THE OSOGOVO 
MOUNTAIN 
Donor: German Federal Environmental Foundation (Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt DBU), Frankfurt 
Zoological Society FZS and own contribution by the project partners 
Partners: EuroNatur Foundation, Germany (Lead partner), Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation and Macedonian 
Ecological Society MES, Macedonia 
Total Value: 208 321 EUR (60% DBU grant and 40% contribution of FZS and the project partners) 
BBF’s total budget: 84 992 EUR (incl. 2000 EUR own contribution) 
Spent by BBF in 2016: 27276 EUR  
BBF team: Martina Koleva, Peter Todorov, Snejana Ivanova  
The main goal of the project is to secure the conservation of the outstanding biological diversity of Osogovo 
while applying good practices for regional sustainable development in joint efforts with the local 
population. An important instrument is the implementation of environmental friendly uses of natural 
resources and biodiversity. 

The project aims to: 

 Support sustainable forest management in Osogovo 
 Improve knowledge about large carnivores in Osogovo as a foundation for decision-making 

processes 
 Analyze and demonstrate potential of Osogovo for nature-based tourism 

 

Project activities 

Support sustainable forest management in Osogovo 

1. Assessment of High Nature Value Forests (HNVF) and formulation of management recommendations 

The project team had meetings with representatives from the State Forestry Unit of Nevestino who showed 
vivid interest to collaborate with BBF on this matter. In addition, BBF received the cooperation approval by 
the forestry umbrella organization - the Southwest State Enterprise (SWSE) Blagoevgrad. 

In the same time SWSE has started with the preparation works for the forest certification at their own 
(State) expense. The process includes conduction of an assessment of High Nature Value Forests (HNVF) 
and formulation of management recommendations, which is actually what the project objective "Support 
sustainable forest management in Osogovo" was dedicated to deal with. This tender was launched without 
informing BBF in any possible way. Nor has BBF received any information from the employees of SFU 

Nevestino in regards to the aforementioned 
issues. 

In relation to the current developments and in 
order to avoid double funding of the HNVF 
identification BBF organized a meeting with 
two forestry experts Dobromira Dimova - a 
Forest Certification and HNVF expert and 
Alexander Dounchev – WWF Bulgaria forest 
expert, in order to identify activities that 
would complement and foster the sustainable 
forest management of Osogovo and would add 
value to the project. As a result of the meeting 

we come up with ideas for eventual “replacement” of the whole Sub-activity 1. “Assessment of HNVF and 
formulation of management recommendations” with one or a few of the following suggestions: 

- Exchange of experience/Training(-)s in bark beetle management conducted by a German/ 

https://www.dbu.de/
https://fzs.org/en/
https://fzs.org/en/
http://www.euronatur.org/
http://mes.org.mk/
http://mes.org.mk/
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Austrian/Swiss expert; 

- Forest recovery measures after bark beetle attacks: opening of test sites in the forest that treat the 
bark beetle problem via different approaches; 

- Recovery of tree clearings due to bark beetle attacks by supporting natural broadleaf forest 
habitats restoration; 

- Constructing and installing of nesting boxes for priority bird species such as the Semi-collared 
flycatcher Ficedula semitorquata; 

- Training for students about the different functions of the forest (HNVF for students) with field trip; 

The project team is awaiting the approval of SWSE and DBU about the “replacement” of the whole Sub-
activity 1. 

2. Capacity building of the forestry sector 

Two transboundary meetings and one training for foresters to be conducted in the next year; 

3. Promotion of sustainable forest management in spatial planning 

To be fulfilled in the next year; 

Improve knowledge about large carnivores (LC) in Osogovo as a foundation for decision-making processes 

1. Development of a joint transboundary monitoring scheme for large carnivores (lynx, bear, wolf) and 
deer species 

The “Expert analysis of existing information” has been elaborated jointly with the Macedonian partner and 
finalized. The report is available in English. The report “Strategy for large carnivore monitoring” has been 

also elaborated jointly with the Macedonian 
partner and finalized. 

2. Establishment of a transboundary monitoring 
network with local stakeholders from different 
sectors like forestry, hunting, farming, nature 
conservation 

BBF organized several trainings as part of the 
activities related to the improvement of the 
knowledge about large carnivores in Osogovo as 
foundation for decision-making processes. 

They included: 

- A meeting for identification of the interested parties (June, 2016); 

- Training for students from the region of Osogovo with special interest in biology and nature 
protection. The trainings were also attended by the students’ teachers and included a field trip in 
the mountain (July, 2016); 

- Training for field staff of the Regional Directorate Border Police Kyustendil (July, 2016); 

- Training for representatives of the forest units, hunting society and tourism sector in Osogovo 
(October, 2016); 

- Training for representatives of the Hunting Association "Elen". 

The trainings were subject of great interest by the participants and kindled various discussions. Trainer was 
Dr. Diana Zlatanova, the project’s large carnivore expert. 

Nearly 80 participants took part in the trainings and each one of them received a set of the tools specially 
designed for the training - a form for monitoring by traces of bear, wolf and lynx, as well as a brochure for 
identification of traces of the aforementioned species. 
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Another important result of the training, beside improvement of the knowledge in regards to large 
carnivores in Osogovo, was the identification of such participants, who are willing to be part of the 
monitoring process of large carnivores in Osogovo including regular check of camera-traps and collection of 
direct and indirect evidences for the presence of large carnivores in the project region. 

Two transboundary workshops for active participants of the monitoring to present results and aggregation 
of collected data are planned for the next year. 

3. Implementation of the monitoring scheme of the mammals/ large carnivores in Osogovo 

8 camera-traps (7 pcs ScoutGuard-009 and 1 KeepGuard 680V) and the respective consumptives were 
purchased with money from the project. Additional 6 camera-traps (3 pcs Cuddeback C 2 and 3 pcs 
Cuddeback C 12) with metal boxes and consumptives were bought thanks to a grant from 
EUrid/NatureFund - they decided to support the project with some extra monitoring equipment in the 
summer of 2016. 

The installation of all the camera-traps took place in early autumn of 2016. Unfortunately soon after that 
one Cuddeback was stolen. 

During the trainings on LC monitoring all of the participants were very impressed by Diana’s presentation 
and promised to send feedback; some were curious about the network, but not ready to invest time and 
effort to go on spot and check the camera-traps or look for tracks. 

So, by the end of 2016 the monitoring network of stakeholders consists of only one person – Anton 
Stoynev, Chief Inspector at Border Police Regional Directorate Kyustendil. He showed interest in 
participating in the monitoring during the training at the Directorate, and his Director appointed him 
officially for this task. So, he is checking the cameras also for illegal refugees and uploads the information in 
Internet, so that we can see it. The area under his control is where approx. half of our camera-traps are 
installed. The good news is that he is also a hunter (a responsible one!) and that the local hunting 
community has respect for him. Until the end of 2016 the camera-traps in his area were checked by him 
once (unfortunately no trace of the lynx). 

4. Analysis of the collected monitoring data and development of recommendations for the future of 
Osogovo 

Creation and maintenance of a common database with the field data collected are part of the activities 
listed in the “Strategy for LC Monitoring Network”. It has been already developed and regularly filled in. 

The development of recommendations with regards to forest management, nature-based tourism, future 
research needs, and other current issues are to be developed in the next year. 

 

Analyze and demonstrate potential of Osogovo for nature-based tourism 

For accomplishment of the two tasks: 

1. Assessment of potential of Osogovo for 
nature-based tourism 

and 

2. Development of one best practice example 
as model per country 

BBF decided to engage the travel agency 
“Traventuria” http://traventuria.com/ 

They are one of the few travel agencies 
dealing with responsible tourism in Bulgaria. Regularly they organize educational tours (in BG and the 
border regions) named “Excursion with a cause”; the tourists are accompanied with a biodiversity expert 
and part of the profit goes to support a cause of different environmental NGO-s. One of the managers there 

http://traventuria.com/
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- Svetoslav Velkov (we have very good experience with) will do most of the work, of course with support 
from BBF side. 

 

PROJECT TITLE: STUDYING AND RESTORATION OF REEFS - THE NATURAL FILTERS OF THE SEA 
Donor: Black Sea Basin Joint Operational Programme 2007 -2013 
Partners: 
1. The Our Sea NGO (ONG Mare Nostrum) – Konstantsa, Romania; 
2. The Odessa branch of the Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas of the Ukraine; 
3. The State University ILIA - Tbilisi, Georgia; 
4. The Black Sea Technical University - Trabzon, Turkey 
Total value: 564,885.10 EURO 
The BBF Team: Petko Tsvetkov, Yulia Yordanova, Sneja Ivanova, Peter Todorov 

Final report of the Project Research and Restoration of the Essential Filters of the Sea  REEFS was prepared 
and sent to Joint Managing Authority of the Black Sea Basin Joint Operational Programme 2007-2013. The 
project covered the period 2nd of June 2012 - 31st of December 2015 (Implementation period extended with 
three addendums). The project was implemented by the Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation as the Lead 
partner/Beneficiary in cooperation with 3 other partners: Institute of Marine Biology, the National 
Academy of Science of Ukraine (formerly Odessa Branch of the Institute for Biology of the Southern Seas – 
OBIBSS), Ukraine; 2. ONG Mare Nostrum, Romania; 3. Ilia State University, (ISU), Georgia; as well as 1 
Associate/IPA Partner/: Karadeniz Technical University (KTU), Turkey. The overall objectives of the project 
are: 1. Strengthening the joint knowledge and information base needed for the application of the artificial 
reefs (AR) to address the organic pollution in the marine ecosystem of the Black Sea Basin; 2. Supporting 
the policy makers in defining contemporary strategies, action plans and internal measures for recovering 
the marine resources, allowing to sustain fishing in Black Sea Basin in future; 3. Boosting the progress 
significantly towards to improve the marine environment in the Black Sea Basin.  

The specific objective of the Action is: to establish long-term partnership platform for scientific, technical, 
administrative and awareness raising activities in favour of artificial reefs practice as a way of active 
support of the self-restoration of the Black Sea ecosystem. 

The overall objectives and the specific objectives, the outputs and results indicators have been met during 
the project implementation period. More specifically 83 representatives of small fisheries, tourist 
businesses and students improved their understanding of the threats and opportunities for the Black Sea 
marine ecosystem; 22 high school teachers and NGO activists were trained to become trainers, 95 students 
from high schools and universities, fisherman and scuba divers were trained and involved in the project 
activities. The governmental officials, policy makers, researchers and technicians, representatives of the 
project partners improved their competence in marine environment protection legislation and the 
advantages of application of the artificial reefs for improving the marine ecosystems. A number of 
agencies/associations became involved in the project and adopted the innovations developed by the 
project, as well as research and education institutions assisted the implementation of marine environment 
protection, research, monitoring and training. Thousands of citizens were informed about the project 
activities and results through the visibility materials and events 
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V. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES OF THE BBF IN 2016 

 

 

 

Board  
Bertrand Sansonans 

Rossen Vassilev 
Rumyana Stoilova 

Buriana Konaklieva 
Plamen Dimitrov 
Krasimir Dechev 

Gottlieb Dandliker 
 

Executive Bureau 
Rumyana Ivanova  
Stephan Avramov 
Radostina Tsenova 
Jordanka Dineva 
Petko Tsvetkov 
Desislava Zhivkova 
Vladimir Milushev 

  
 

Executive Director 
Rumyana Ivanova 
 

Office Coordinator BBF Branch Managers 
Strandja - Radostina Tsenova 
Belasitsa - Vladimir Mulushev 
Eastern Rhodopes - Stefan Avramov 
Kaliakra - Petko Tsvetkov 

 

 
 BBF Experts: 

Desislava Zhivkova - Project Administrator 
Tanya Georgieva – Shnell – GIS expert (on maternity leave) 
Peter Todorov - Project Coordinator 
Petya Sheremetova - PR 
Katerina Angelova – EU Financing Expert 
Martina Koleva - Eco-tourism, Project Coordinator 
Elena Urumcheva - Curator of the Kaliakra Centre 
Elitsa Ivanova - Student Activities Coordinator 
Diyana Kostovska - Project Manager 
Spas Uzunov - Conservation Activities 
Vladimir Milushev - Project Coordinator 
Yulia Yordanova - Financial Manager 
Rossen Vassilev - Project Manager 
Dimitar Plachiski - Project Manager 
Diana Pavlova - Interpretation Expert 
Jordanka Dineva - Project and Campaign Coordinator (on maternity leave) 
Katya Milusheva – Project Administrator (on maternity leave) 
Katrin Tomova - Project Coordinator 
 

BBF Offices 
Headquarters, Sofia 
Regional Office, Burgas 
Regional Office, Blagoevgrad 
Visitor Centre in Kaliakra - Balgarevo village 
 

Accountant in Chief 


