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Annex I 

DESCRIPTION OF THE CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL HERITAGE OF 

OSOGOVO REGION 

І. General historic overview of the region 

The region has been inhabited since prehistoric times. Evidence of this has been found all 

over the territory. In pre-Roman times, these lands were inhabited by Thracian tribes 

dominated by the Dantelettes; the whole area was known as Paeonia. In the 5
th

-4
th

 c. BC, 

it became the focus of the expansion policy of the Macedonian State and was incorporated 

into it by Phillip II of Macedonia. From the mid 2
nd

 c. BC on, the territory became part of 

the Roman Empire and after it split into two – of Byzantium. Some parts of Osogovo 

Region were then added to the Bulgarian State, while others came in and out of the limits 

of the Byzantine Empire, becoming part of the Bulgarian Kingdom or the Serbian 

Kingdom. In the 14
th

 c., the whole region was conquered by the Ottoman Empire. 

The Ottoman Rule over these lands placed a significant mark on their culture. At that 

time, important road connections passed through the territory such as the Stambuli Road 

to Tsarigrad via Skopje, Kyustendil and Samokov. Local roads were also very important 

such as the one from Kratovo to Kyustendil via Mt. Tsarev Vrv and Mt. Ruen; or from 

Kochani to Kriva Palanka along the Dalgi Del Ridge. 

The region belongs to the ethnographic zone known as Shopluk as it is inhabited by the 

group of Shopi, and is today divided among three countries – Bulgaria, Macedonia and 

Serbia. This ethnographic group has its own folklore, dialect and specific features of 

material and spiritual culture. 

Municipality of Cheshinovo-Obleshevo, Macedonia 

It is a village agglomeration with no major urban center, and historical data shows that it 

has been like that through the centuries as well. Nevertheless, the headquarters of local 

government were located here when the area was part of the Sebian Kingdom, and later – 
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during WWII – when it had Bulgarian mayors. Cheshinovo and Obleshevo were separate 

municipalities up to 2004. 

Municipality of Delchevo, Macedonia 

According to a legend from Byzantine times, the then-name of present town of Delchevo 

was Vasilevo which means King’s Village, or Tsarsko Selo. For the first time it is 

mentioned as Tsarsko Selo in a written document of King Dushan from 1347-1350 by 

which the latter donated more lands to the Lesnovo Monastery. 

Up to the 17
th

 c., the settlement lied on the right bank of Bregalnitsa River, just below the 

Ostrets Ridge. It is supposed that the village was moved to its present location on the left 

bank of Bregalnitsa during the reign of Sultan Mehmed IV which was marked by mass 

actions of converting local population to the Islam. The construction of the town mosque 

at the same time may be taken as a proof to that theory. The oldest part of the settlement is 

the quarter of Turkish houses around that mosque. Muslims were the main inhabitants of 

the village up to the mid 19
th

 c. 

At that time the Christian population also started to grow, and a church was erected in 

1856. After the liberation of parts of Bulgaria from the Ottoman Rule in 1878, many of 

the Christians moved there, and many new Muslims arrived from the liberated territories. 

Thus the number of population grew to 1700 in 1914 and to 3750 in 1931, when many of 

the Muslims migrated to Turkey. In 1950, Tsarevo Selo was re-named to Delchevo and 

continued to grow towards the right banks of Bregalnitsa. 

Municipality of Kochani, Macedonia 

The Kochani Hollow was inhabited since pre-Roman times by various Thracian tribes. 

The settling of Slav tribes started at the end of the 6
th

 c. and by the 7
th

 c. this was already 

the home of the Smolyani tribe. The name of Kochani was first mentioned in a written 

document in 1337. Ottoman Rule started at the end of the 14
th

 c. and it is confirmed that in 

the late 17
th

 c. the settlement had 600 houses. At that time the local Ottoman ruler forced 
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convertion to the Islam on local population. A number of watch towers were built for 

defense purposes. 

Muslim population was dominant until the 19
th

 c. when most of them migrated to Turkey. 

The town continued to grow in the 19
th

 and the early 20
th

 c. when the construction of the 

railroad enhanced connections to other regions. 

Municipality of Kratovo, Macedonia 

Kratovo is known as the town of bridges and towers. It is located in an ancient extinct 

volcano crater where, according to some, its name comes from. The oldest evidence of 

human life on this spot goes back to the 4
th

 c. BC – the coins found are from the period of 

the reign of the paeonic king Adalyon. The history of the town has always been connected 

to mining but it has also been a cultural and spiritual center. Оne of the most important 

rulers for Kratovo was the nobleman of King Dushan, Yovan Oliver, who lived here 

between 1336 and 1355. He re-opened many of the old Roman mines plus new ones and 

in return for the lead, zinc, iron, silver and gold he got from the ground, he did a lot for the 

area including the renovation and additional construction in the Lesnovo Monastery in 

1341. At that time, Kartovo was also known for the high quality of the coins cut here. 

Many cultures have passed by, and each has left its mark on architecture and life. In 

Medieval times, the town had 12 stone towers of which only 6 are visible today. They 

were all connected via underground tunnels. The many bridges add to the specific 

atmpsphere of the place. Kratovo is also known as the center of the Kratovo Literature 

School, a focus of the Karposhovo Revolt and the birthplace of the Saint Gorgi Kratovski. 

Municipality of Kriva Palanka, Macedonia 

The town of Kriva Palanka was founded in 1634 by Bayram-Pasha, a Vizir of Sultan 

Murat I. It was called Egri Dere which means exactly a Curved River in Turkish. At that 

time it was a fortified settlement with a great defensive importance. In 1661 it was 

reported to have about 800 families. In 1689, Kriva Palanka became the center the revolt 
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of Petar Karposh (known as the Karposhovo Revolt) and was freed from Ottoman Rule 

for several months.  

In the following centuries, the town was a center of culture and literature. One of the first 

cultural activitists – Yoakim Kirchovski – lived and worked here in the early 19
th

 c. The 

opening of the first secular school in the Engerovs’ House is much to his merit. 

In 1903, local people were active participants in the Ilinden Revolt but again with no long-

term success. The town followed the path of the whole region during the transitions in the 

1910s. Between the two World Wars, due to poor economic and social conditions, a large 

part of the population of Kriva Palanka migrated to North and South America. WWII 

costed many victims to the locals – a total of 267 soldiers and civilians. The new 

economic uprising started at the end of the 20
th

 c. 

Municipality of Makedonska Kamenitsa, Macedonia 

Earliest traces of human presence in these lands have been found from the Neolithic Age 

(10000-3000 BC). Findings from the Bronze Period are scarce but from the Iron Age are 

quite significant. The area was part of the Roman Empire, Byzantine and the Bulgarian 

State. In the 13
th

 c., many representatives of the Sasi nationality came from Germany and 

Hungary to settle here and develop mining by which time Serbian rulers have taken over 

these lands. At the end of the 13
th

 c., the whole area became part of the Ottoman Empire. 

As a settlement with about 80 families, Kamenitsa was first mentioned in written sources 

in 1570-1572. The late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 century were cruel times for local people, given 

all the revolts and armed conflicts on the Balkans. The region ended up as part of the 

Yugoslavian State. 

Municipality of Probishtip, Macedonia 

The formation of mining settlements on this territory started even when the Paeonic tribes 

lived here, continued with the Romans and the Slav tribes, and further through the 

centuries. Somewhere in the 11
th

 c., here lived the hermit Gavril Lesnovski in whose 
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memory stands the Lesnovo Monastery which was expanded in the 14
th

 c. thanks to the 

local Serbian ruler Yovan Oliver, one of the people close to the Serbian king Dushan. 

The town of Probishtip is one of the youngest towns in Macedonia, founded at the time of 

WWII as a result of mining expansion. It got its name from the village of Probishtip 

which is now a quarter of the town and has been mentioned in various historic sources 

since the 14
th

 c. 

Municipality of Rankovce, Macedonia 

The territory has always been related to agriculture and has had a ‘rural’ character with no 

big settlements. There is evidence of inhabitance from the Neolithic Age but most 

abundant are findings from the Roman time when mining was also developed at some 

spots. After the collapse of the Roman Empire, this territory followed the fate of the 

whole of Osogovo Region becoming part of the Byzantine Empire, the Bulgarian State, 

the Ottoman Empire, the Serbian Kingdom, etc. 

Municipality of Kyustendil, Bulgaria 

There is evidence that the territory was inhabited since very early times – the earliest finds 

have been registered at the villages of Shishkovtsi, Piperkov Chiflik and Bersin (Neolithic 

Age), town of Kyustendil (Chalcolithic Age) and village of Tevalichevtsi (Bronze Age). 

The important Roman town of Pautalia existed here, mentioned for the first time in 

written sources in 135. It was a large city with a fortified citadel (the Acropolis) on the hill 

which is called Hisarlaka today, and a healing center based on the wealth of mineral 

waters (Asklepion), the second largest known in the boundaries of the Roman Empire. 

In the Middle Ages, the town that existed here under the name of Velbazhd, was also a 

very important economic and cultural center. After the acquisition of this area to the 

Bulgarian State and thanks to the activity of Kliment Ohridski, a student of St. Kiril and 

Methodi, the western edge of the State, incl. the area of Kyustendil became a center of 

literature, education and spirituality. At the end of the first quarter of the 14
th

 c. the whole 
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area became part of the Ottoman Empire. Years and centuries of struggle for liberation 

followed, full of tragic events. The area was liberated in 1878 (most parts of it) but local 

people continued to support the efforts of the still occupied regions to win their freedom 

as well. One of the greatest examples of philanthropy in 20
th

 c. – Bulgaria was given by 

people from Kyustendil. In 1943, a delegation of local activitsts with the support of 

Dimitar Peshev, also born in Kyustendil and at that time deputy chairman of the 

Parliament, succeeded to cancel the deporting of Bulgarian Jews and thus helped to save 

many lives. 

Municipality of Nevestino, Bulgaria 

Тhere is evidence that the territory has been inhabited since prehistoric times. Most 

probably a Thracian settlement existed at the location of today’s village of Nevestino, 

connected to the warm mineral springs. The existence of a medieval settlement is 

confirmed by the inscription on the famous Kadin Bridge on Sgtruma River. In written 

sources, Nevestino was first mentioned in 1576, while in 1866 it had 18 families with 146 

citizens. Local people took active part in the struggles for national liberation from the 

Ottoman Rule, and later – in the building of a modern state and economy. 

II. Archaeological sites 

The greatest number of registered archeological sites in Osogovo belongs to the late 

Roman Age; however, there are also remains from pre-historic and medieval times. These 

are mostly ceramic objects of all types, stone and metal products (incl. coins). There are 

about 40 settlements in the Macedonian part of Osogovo, around which one to several 

sites have been registered. The Bulgarian sites are over 50. 

Municipality of Cheshinovo-Obleshevo, Macedonia 

Banya Village 

Turkish Graveyard locality – Roman settlement 
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Burilchevo Village 

Pilavo locality – remains of fortification facilities, not dated 

Sokolartsi Village 

Gradishteto locality – Roman settlement 

Spanchevo Village 

Gradishte locality – Roman settlement; Sveti Atanasi locality – Neolithic sanctuary from 

the 4
th

 millennium BC 

Terantsi Village 

Roman remains; the most precious find is a statue of a horseman with a dog that is being 

kept at the Shtip Museum 

Municipality of Delchevo, Macedonia 

Bigla Village 

Roman necropolis 

Virche Village 

Roman necropolis 

Vetren Village 

Roman necropolis 

Grad Village 

Gradishte locality – Eneolithic remains; late Roman settlement with fortifications 

Chiflik Village 

Medieval tower 
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Ochipala Village 

Roman necropolis; findings are exhibited at the Shtip Museum 

Razlovtsi Village 

Gramadi locality – Medieval settlement 

Municipality of Kochani, Macedonia 

Town of Kochani 

Dolno Gradishte locality – late Roman fortified settlement on the banks of Gratche Dam 

(lot of pottery fragments and coins have been found); Lokubiya locality – Roman 

necropolis from the 2
nd

-3
rd

 c. 

Bezikovo Village 

Remains of late Roman settlements at localities of Gramadi, Selishte and Chiflik; the last 

two also host remains of old-Christian churches. Over the remains of the older church at 

Selishte, a newer one called Sveti Atanas has been erected 

Beli Village 

Roman necropolis at Voinovitsa locality; late Roman settlement and necropolis at 

Gnoishte locality; Gradishte locality – late Roman fortification with ceramic findings and 

coins from the 3
rd

-4
th

 c.; Todoritsa locality – settlement from the Neolithic and late Roman 

Age 

Vranintsi Village 

Remains from late Roman settlements and necropolises as well as early Christian 

churches at localities of Gramadi, Grobishta and Selishte; locality of Staro Selo – late 

Roman settlement 

Gorno Gradche Village 
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Late Roman settlement and necropolis at Mirovnitsa locality 

Dolno Gradche Village 

Two large late Roman fortifications close to one another: Gorno Gradishte and Dolno 

Gradishte (the second has a necropolis and old-Christian church) 

Yastrebnik Village 

Fortification from late Roman period at Gradishte locality; Roman necropolis at 

Kalugeritsa locality 

Leshki Village 

Late Roman settlement and necropolis in the village where coins from the 3
rd

 – 4
th

 c. have 

been found; late Roman settlement at Staro Selo locality 

Neboyani Village 

Selishte locality – settlement from late Roman Age; findings of ceramic pots and iron 

agricultural tools 

Nivichani Village 

Settlement and fortification from late Roman period in the village; same period settlement 

at Gurova Livada locality; late Roman necropolis at Mitrov Dol locality; Neolithic 

settlement at Damyanitsa / Gadzhevitsa where painted ceramics in grey and red have been 

found 

Orizari Village 

Kunovo-Chuki locality – tumuli from the Iron Age and Roman times; Tsiganski Rid 

locality – Neolithic settlement; Bela Tsarkva locality – medieval church remains 

Panteley Village 

Iron Age settlement at Gradishte locality 
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Raychani Village 

Late Roman settlement at Gramadi locality 

Glavovitsa Village 

Late Roman settlement at Preslap locality 

Municipality of Kratovo, Macedonia 

Knezhevo Village 

Late Roman fortification at Kukovo Gradishte locality 

Konyuh Village 

Golemo Gradishte Complex: the largest settlement from the 6
th

 c. AD in Northeast 

Macedonia covering an area of 17 ha. The acropolis of the town is best studied, revealing 

streets, water reservoir and various buildings. Most interesting are the monks’ cells dug 

into the rocks. Four churches have also been found up to this moment; three dating from 

the 6
th

 c. and one from the 9
th

-11
th

 c. with a second level of construction from the 14
th

-16
th

 

c. Two of them are well studied – the so-called Rotonda and the Episcopal Basilica. The 

later church of Sveti Gorgi is a designated Monument of Culture protected by Law. 

Town of Kratovo 

Necropolis from Roman and late Roman period at Dupka Talashmantsi locality; Roman 

necropolis at Zheleznitsa-Ravnishte; in the town of Kratovo itself: settlement from the 

Hellenistic and Roman period with a ceramics oven; medieval necropolis where golden 

and silver objects have been discovered as well as luxurious jewelry. 

Nezhilovo Village 
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Medieval settlement at An 2-Bari locality; late Roman fortification at Chukar locality; Tri 

Kladenets locality: settlement with ovens from Roman period and a medieval melting 

facility for lead ore. 

Prikovtsi Village 

Leshki locality – water sypply system from the Roman period (a number of tubula found); 

Pisan Kamen locality – medieval sacral site with remnants of murals. 

Shlegovo Village 

Kolenets locality – late Roman settlement with findings of clay pots and coins (Roman 

and Byzantine); Kula – Zdravichi Kamen locality: late Roman fortification; in the village 

itself – Roman settlement and necropolis where some columns, bases and heads have been 

found as well as a monument with Greek inscriptions from the 3
rd

 c.; Pisan Kamen 

locality - rock monastery cell with traces of paintings where people come to spend the 

night to get healed from some heavy disease. 

Shopsko Rudare Village 

Tsotsev Kamen locality – see Annex 2 

Municipality of Kriva Palanka, Macedonia 

Town of Kriva Palanka 

Late Roman fortification remains; remains from the old town walls and towers (1634). 

Durachka Reka Village 

Late Roman fortification at Gradishte locality; late Roman necropolis at Grobishta 

locality. 

Konopnitsa Village 

Late Roman settlements at the localities of Gradishte, Tavan, Tsarkvishte and Podishte. 
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Kostur Village 

Medieval ore melting facilities at the localities of Kupishta, Ranyeva Niva and Tsepen 

Kamen (a number of iron items discovered at the latter). 

Koshari Village 

Late Roman fortification at Gradishte locality. 

Mozhdivnyak Village 

Late Roman settlements at the localities of Dukanishte, Avlia and Tsarkvishte; late 

Roman fortification at Gradishte locality; medieval church and necropolis at Opashulka 

locality 

Stantsi Village 

Manastirska Dupka – medieval sacral site; above it – a small cave with evidence of 

inhabitants and remains of murals 

Tarnovo Village 

Gradishte locality – settlement/s from the Eneolithic Age and Middle Ages 

Municipality of Makedonska Kamenitsa, Macedonia 

Dulitsa Village 

Begov Dab – an old-Christian three-nave basilica from the end of the 5
th

 – beginning of 

6
th

 c. 

Kostin Dol Village 

Yachkov Rid – Selishte: settlement from Neolithic and Roman times where fragments of 

pottery have been found. 

Kosevitsa Village 
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Roman settlement, old-Christian church and necropolis at Grobishta – Selishte locality; 

late Roman fortification at Gradishte locality; 6 tumuli from the late Iron Age at Kukli-

Chukli locality 

Lukovitsa Village 

Gurgina Livada locality – Iron Age tumulus, Roman settlement and old-Christian church 

(found iron sword exhibited at the National Museum); Mogili locality – 3 Roman burial 

mounds 

Moshtitsa Village 

Late Roman fortification at Gradishte locality; late Roman settlement, medieval church 

and necropolis at Gramadye locality; late Roman settlements at Kladentsi, Politsey and 

Pavlin Dol localities; Iron Age tumuli at Ravnishte and  Stankov Dol localities. 

Sasa Village 

Medieval melting facilities of lead ore at the localities of Baltashitsa, Yagodinska Reka, 

Petrova Reka and Svinya Reka. 

Tsera Village 

Settlements of the late Roman period at the localities of Elenets and Farlavishte 

Kalimantsi Dam 

Kalata locality – fortified late Roman settlement  

Municipality of Probishtip, Macedonia 

Grizilevtsi Village 

Dolno Gradishte locality – fortification from the late Roman and medieval periods; Zguri 

locality – settlement, mine and melting ovens from the late Roman epoch where 

archaeologists have found remains from the metal processing incl. some coins and 
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especially one made of gold and bearing the image of St. Atanas; Zlatitsa – Plavitsa: a 

Roman mine where the images of Heracles and a miner with his instruments have been 

carved on the walls some 30 m from the mine entrance; Preslap locality – late Roman 

settlement where local people have discovered a Greek-inscribed plate. 

Dobrevo Village 

Monastery and necropolis from late Roman times; Peshula locality – late Roman 

fortification. 

Dreveno Village 

Peshnik locality – settlement from the late Roman period where they found ceramic 

materials and coins from the 6
th

 c. 

Zelengrad Village 

Vodenichishte locality – Roman ore melting oven; Yarapechka Niva – Roman settlement; 

Samarska Chuka – Gradishte; fortified late Roman settlement. 

Zletovo Village 

Baldzhar locality – Roman fortification; Dolna Marena locality – late Roman 

settlementwhere coins of Junistian I have been found; Suva Dolina locality – findings 

from Paleolithic and Neolithic Age; Turalevtsi locality – fortified settlement and 

necropolis from the late Roman period. 

Yamishte Village 

In the village itself – mining pits from Roman times; Garvanitsa locality – late Roman 

settlement with findings of ceramic materials and coins from the 6
th

 c. and earlier. 

Lesnovo Village 

Late Roman fortification. 
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Shtalkovitsa Village 

Beli Bregovi locality – late Roman necropolis; Gradishte locality – fortification and 

mounds from the late Roman period; Stari Grad locality – late Roman fortification. 

Municipality of Rankovce, Macedonia 

Opila Village 

Gradishte locality (2 km NW of the village, on a 9 m high ridge) – late Roman 

fortification close to an old Roman trade road with housing quarters, and tunnels and 

niches dug into the soft rock, presumably built in the 5
th

 or 6
th

 c. AD. A water reservoir 

remains have been found at the foothill. In the western part of the site, there is also a 

necropolis but not well explored. Findings have also been collected from the locality, 

dating back to the 3
rd

 and 4
th

 c., as well as the Iron Age, 6
th

 c. BC (necropolis at the micro-

locations Babuntsi and Balibaitsi). 

Other sites: Gradezh locality – late Roman settlement; Mal Targ locality – late Roman 

fortification; Pashina Padina locality – late Roman settlement, marble threshold found; 

Selishte locality – late Roman settlement; Chiflichishte locality – late Roman settlement 

where a melting oven for metals has been found as well as remains from a 3
rd

 c. economic 

center. 

Of special interest is the Chiflik – Babuntsi site, a necropolis from the Iron and Roman 

Age, where archaeologists have found rings, hoops, ear-rings, buckles, etc. made of 

bronze, iron and silver. There are also medieval graves from the 10
th

-11
th

 c. with carved 

crosses. On the basis of material found so far, experts believe that this is a large necropolis 

with no less than 1000 graves. 

Psacha Village 

Vlashki Dol and Manastirishte localities – late Roman settlements; Gradishte – fortified 

settlement from the late Roman Age; Dolno Lozye locality – Roman necropolis; Selishte 
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– Roman settlement and necropolis; Tsarkvishte – old-Christian basilica; Rovishte – late 

Roman settlement and necropolis where two important findings were made: a unique 

bronze statuette and a ceramic lamp of Efes type exhibited at the National Museum of 

Macedonia. 

Varzhogranci Village 

Blidezh locality – settlement from the late Neolithic / early Eneolithic and Iron Ages 

Rankovce Village 

Mal Kamlesh locality – Iron Age settlement 

Lyubintsi Village 

Locality of Tsarvishte – Golem Brest: settlement from the Bronze and Iron Ages, and 

necropolis from late Roman times 

Milutince Village 

Golemo Gradishte locality – settlement from the Iron Age and late Roman epoch 

Municipality of Kyustendil, Bulgaria 

Town of Kyustendil 

Pautalia Fortress (Acropolis) on Hisarlaka Hill; Roman Baths – see Annex 2 

Blatets Village 

Pantele locality – remains of a church, not dated; Dabo locality – church and necropolis, 

not dated 

Bobeshino Village 

Padini locality – Roman settlement; Ravna Ornitsa locality – necropolis, not dated; Turski 

Kladenets locality – necropolis, not dated 



18 

 

Garlyano Village 

Ancient mining site for silver and lead with remains of asettlement close to Srebarno Kolo 

Mine; Gradishteto locality – Roman settlement; Kulata locality – fortification probably 

connected to the settlement at Gradishteto; Zhlebo locality – late Roman settlement and 

fortification; Lazhovska Mahala – late Medieval settlement, church and necropolis 

Goranovtsi Village 

Manastira localty - Sveti Arhangel Mihail Church built somewhere between the 14
th

 and 

the 17
th

 c. Near the church, there is an early Medieval Slav sanctuary 

Gyueshevo Village 

At the train station – Thracian and Roman settlement with remains of a water supply 

system at 500 m from the site (Izvoro locality); settlements at the localities of Staro 

Selishte and Seloto, probably dating from the Middle Ages and related to the mines that 

existed nearby 

Dolno Selo Village 

Gerena locality – prehistoric settlement; Machi Baba locality – late Roman fortification; 

Gradishte locality – late Roman fortification with sanctuary; Zidini locality – late Roman 

settlement; necropolises at Orniche and Varbata localitieis, not dated; Belchin Dol locality 

– late Medieval necropolis 

Dolno Uino Village 

Roman fortification above the village 

Dragovishtitsa Village 

Ravnishte locality – Roman settlement 

Kamenichka Skakavitsa Village 
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Dudevtsi Quarter – Roman necropolis; Kurtevtsi Quarter – settlement, not dated 

Kopilovtsi Village 

Mangaritsa locality – Thracian sanctuary 

Polska Skakavitsa Village 

Kaleto locality – late Roman and Medieval fortification 

Prekolnitsa Village 

Marenitsa locality – Thracian settlement and late Roman settlement; late Roman 

settlements at Varbov Dol and Manastirishte localities; Tsratsova Chuka locality – late 

Roman fortification 

Razhdavitsa Village 

Trite Kuli locality – Medieval fortification; late Medieval church of Sveta Bogoroditsa at 

3 km from the village in the direction of Shegava Canyon. 

Ranentsi Village 

Roman settlements at Selishte and Gradishte localities; Latinskata Tsarkva locality – 

church, not dated; 

Rasovo Village 

Zidini locality – late Roman settlement; Gradishte locality – late Roman fortification; 

Tsarkvishte locality – church, not dated but built over the remains of an older one 

Slokoshtitsa Village 

Sanctuary of the Thracian Horseman (Heros) 

Sovolyano Village 

Medieval fortress above the village 
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Tsarvenyano Village 

Late Roman fortification in the village 

Tserovitsa Village 

Gradishteto locality – late Roman fortification; Selishte locality – late Roman settlement 

and late Medieval church; Gorno Gradishte – fortification, not dated 

Municipality of Nevestino, Bulgaria 

Nevestino Village 

Moshteni locality – Neolithic settlement 

Vaksevo Village 

Studenata Voda/ Skaleto locality – prehistoric settlement with three historic ‘layers’ – 

Neolithic, Eneolithic and early Bronze Age; Selishte locality – Medieval church 

Dolna Koznitsa Village 

Late Chalcolithic settlement; prehistoric rock niches and circles. 

Ilia Village 

Golyamata Peshtera Cave – prehistoric settlement 

Chetirtsi Village 

Orlovoto Gnezdo Cave – prehistoric settlement 

Lilyatch Village 

Manastirishte locality / Proviralkyata site – a rock cornice with a prehistoric sanctuary, 

sacrificial pits, etc. 

Marvodol Village 
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Medieval cemetery church of Sveti Bezsrebrenitsi Kozma i Damyan, with traces of two 

layers of murals from the 14
th

 and 16
th

 c. 

Pastuh Village 

Medieval churches of Sveti Ivan Rilski, Sveta Bogoroditsa, Sveta Troitsa 

Piperkov Chiflik Village 

Kyoshko locality – Neolithic settlement 

Stradalovo Village 

Medieval church (called the Latin Church) 

ІІІ. Architectural sites 

The so-called traditional architecture in the region is the architecture from the 19
th

 c. 

(sometimes also end of the 18
th

 c. and beginning of the 20
th

 c.). Building materials were 

those available in the vicinity, mostly stone, wood, straw and soil/mud. The villages closer 

to the main roads or down in the lowe parts were more of an urban type while those in the 

mountains usually consisted of several neighbourhoods (mahala/maala) or quarters, each 

comprising several families. Every village had a church. The earlier houses had just one 

premise divided in two (for the domestic animals and for the people) by a hedge wall, the 

part for the people having a fireplace first in the middle of the premise and later by the 

outer wall. Later houses had two to four premises depending on the number of people and 

the wealth of the family. Every house had a farmyard which often was not fenced in the 

mountain villages but went as far as the ridge would let it. The farmyard had premises for 

the domestic animals (those solely for the family’s needs such as hens and pigs), premises 

to keep the fodder for the animals, premises for the grain food for the humans, a well/sink 

and outer oven. The sheep were kept in pens closer to the pastures. 

Raychani Village, Municipality of Kochani 
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More or less the whole village presents an architectural ensemble, an example of 

traditional building techniques and mode of life and work. 

Panteley Village, Nivichani Village and Beli Village, Municipality of Kochani 

Examples of traditional architecture of both housing and ‘economic’ buildings, of various 

types (one-floor houses, two-floor ‘brother’ houses, etc.). Some of the houses are made 

entirely of stone; others are hedge houses; and others are made of combined material – 

stone, wood and hedge.  

Medieval towers, town of Kochani  

These are two stone towers with defensive purposes but also arranged in a way allowing 

their use as living quarters at some point. 

Town of Kratovo 

See Annex 2 

Town of Kriva Palanka 

There are about 30 individual samples of traditional architecture in the town center (the 

Old Main Street, or Starata Charshia), all in quite poor condition. The traditional urban 

house from the 19
th

 c. which also had its influence on the rural house, had a stone ground 

floor and an upper floor of wood and hedge walls (of branches) covered with mud and 

straw.  

Stantsi and Durachka Reka Villages, Kriva Palanka Municipality 

Samples of traditional architecture. 

Town of Kyustendil 

Ahmed Bey Mosque, Dervish Bath, Pirkova Tower (see Annex 2). Among the valuable 

architectural minuments are also Chifte Bath (an old Turkish Bath that was first built in 
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1489 over the remains of a Roman Asclepion; the present-day building dates from 1910) 

and the Fatih Sultan Mehmed Mosque (built in 1531, very specific architecture). Of 

interest is also the Iron Bridge over Banshtitsa River also known as The Female Bridge as 

it is decorated with the white-stone sculptures of four beautiful women. 

Nevestino Village 

Kadin Bridge, See Annex 2 

ІV. Religious sites 

Municipality of Cheshinovo-Obleshevo, Macedonia 

Sveti Nikola Church, Trkanye Village 

It was buit in 1830 and painted in 1868. The icons were also painted in the 19
th

 c.; the 

painter is unknown. 

Sveta Bogoroditsa Church, Burilchevo Village 

The church was built in the 12
th

 c., nicely decorated and painted. Unfortunately, there is 

no data as to the authors of the murals or the icons. 

Sveti Konstantin i Elena Church, Sokolartsi Village 

The church was built in 1848 and renovated in 1892. It is not painted; the icons were 

made in the 19
th

 c. by an unknown master. 

Sveti Dimitri Church, Cheshinovo Village 

One of the newest churches in the area. Built in 1996 and consecrated in 2004, with 

donations from local business people. The church is painted, and the icons are made by a 

local artist. 

Sveti Arhangel Mihaill Church, Spanchevo Village 
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The church was originally built in the 8
th

 c. and has been reconstructed many times since 

then, incl. in 1874, 1934 and 1988. It is not painted and the icons are from the 19
th

 c. 

Municipality of Delchevo, Macedonia 

Sveta Bogorodtisa Balaklia Monastery, town of Delchevo 

It is actually located out of the town of Delchevo. Some hints show that the monastery 

church was first built in the 15
th

 c., with some parts (the façade) altered in the 17
th

 c. The 

buildings were renovated in the early 20
th

 c. and consecrated again in 1999. 

Sveta Petka / Paraskeva Church, Selnik Village 

see Annex 2 

Sveti Gorgi Church, Grad Village 

The church was built in 1858; in 1904 it was destroyed by an earthquake and re-built later. 

The icons were made in the 19
th

 and 20
th

 c. The interior is not painted. 

Sveti Nikola Church, Star Istevnik Village 

The church was built in 1856 and not painted. The icons come from the 19
th

 c., by a local 

artist. 

Sveti Arhangel Mihail Church, Dramche Village 

Supposedly built at the end of the 17
th

 c. / beginning of the 18
th

 c. The royal icons are the 

work of a well-known master from Strumica. The church was painted in the 18
th

-19
th

 c. 

but all murals were destroyed by fire. 

Sveti Tsar Konstantin i Tsaritsa Elena, Razlovtsi Village 

The church was built in 1850 and fully painted by an unknown artist. The icons come 

from the 19
th

 c. 

Sveti Nikola Church, Virche Village 
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Built in 1857, not painted. The icons were made in the 19
th

 c. by an unknown master. 

Municipality of Kochani, Macedonia 

Sveti Panteleymon Monastery, Panteley Village 

See Annex 2 

Voznesenie Hristovo Church, Beli Village 

The church was built in 1870, with icons from the same period which are the work of the 

master Zahari from Samokov. There are no murals inside. 

Sveta Troitsa Church, Nivichani Village 

It was built in 1864; the icons are from the 19
th

 c. but the painter is unknown. 

Sveti Simeon Stolpnik, Kostin Dol Village 

The church was built in 1937 using old stones from masters of the Debrsko School. It is 

not painted; and unfortunately no data is available about the authors of the icons. 

Sveti Atanasie Veliki Church, Orizari Village 

It was built in the 19
th

 c.; consecrated in 1848. The church was later destroyed by the 

Ottoman rulers and reconstructed in 1876. The icons were painted in 1875 by a master 

from Galichnik. 

Municipality of Kratovo, Macedonia 

Sveti Gorgi Kratovski Church, town of Kratovo 

The church was built in 1925 to commemorate the patron saint and keeper of the town – 

the Saint Gorgi Kratovski. He was born and raised in Kratovo. At the age of 18, he 

opposed to the conversion to Islam and was sentenced to death and burnt in the name of 

Christ in 1515. The church holiday is on the same day as the Day of Kratovo – 24 

February. 
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Sveti Yoan Predtecha Church, town of Kratovo 

The church was built by master Andrey Damyanov from the region of Veles, and was 

renovated in 1836 when the outer narthex and the bell-tower were added. The church is a 

three-nave basilica with rectangular basis and 8-sided outer apse.  What is most 

remarkable about the church is the three-row iconostasis with one large cross in the 

middle and two smaller on both sides, all beautifully carved. Some of the icons were 

painted at the end of the 19
th

 c., others – in the beginning of the 20
th

 c. 

Sveti Nikolay Mirlikiiski – Chudotvorets Church, town of Kratovo 

The church is a one-nave one-apse building with size 10.50 x 5.90 x 6.80 m, made of 

stone. It was probably built in the 17
th

 c., destroyed and re-built many times. It is in its 

present state since 1848. The internal walls are painted; the carved iconostasis contains 

icons from the 16
th

 c. In the late 19
th

 c., a school was built next to the church known as 

The Old-Time School. 

Municipality of Kriva Palanka, Macedonia 

Osogovo Monastery of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski 

Located near Kriva Palanka Town, see Annex 2 

Church of Sveti Dimitri, Kriva Palanka 

This is a three-nave pseudo-basilica with an open narthex to the west and northwest and 

short semi-round apse to the east. The murals are interesting, rich in natural panoramic 

and floral images. Right next to the church is the Engerov House, where they opened the 

first church school in 1817. There is an interesting legend regarding the building of the 

church and its donor, David Yerey, who got the permission to build a new church as big 

as an ox’s skin – which they did, only cut the skin into stripes and tied them together in a 

rope of 75 m. 

Church of Sveti Nikola, Gradets Village 
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The church was built in 1857; it has a one-nave construction with internal columns. Some 

of the icons were painted in 1869 while the murals were made in 1876 by a painter of the 

Debarsko Art School. The church holiday is on St. Nicholas’ Day. 

Hermitage of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski, Gradets Village 

According to the biography of St. Yoakim Osogovski, he used to live at this spot for a 

while in the second half of the 11
th

 c. Now there is a monument dedicated to the saint as 

well as a stage for various cultural events. 

Church of Sveti Nikola, Tarnovo Village 

This is a monastery church of the one-nave type with a semi-round apse. There are two 

possible years of its construction – 1505 and 1605. In the 19
th

 c., they added a closed 

porch to the western side of the church, and an open one – to the south.Of the murals, one 

must mention the Birth of Christ and the images of St. Nicholas, St. Theodor Tiron and St. 

Theodor Stratilat, St. Yoakim Osogovski, and others. The iconostatis may also be of 

interest with its composition and the seven icons. 

Church of Sveti Theodor Tiron, Konopnitsa Village 

The church has an interesting architecture that is not typical for these lands but rather for 

some regions in Asia. It has an equilateral construction with stone walls and a dome made 

of straw and covered with lime tiles. As legend has it, the construction plans happened to 

be brough along by the master-builders who were building a similar church in Romania at 

the time. Of interest are also the icons at the iconostasis painted in the 19
th

 c. The place is 

also known for the custom of ‘brides’ pilgrimage’ (see below). 

Municipality of Makedonska Kamenitsa, Macedonia 

Sveti Prorok Ilia Church, Makedonska Kamenitsa 

It was built in 1860, not painted. The icons were made in the 19
th

 c. by unknown painters. 
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Sveti Arhangel Mihail Monastery, Sasa Village 

This is a relatively new monastery that was built in the 20
th

 c., ruined and now being 

reconstructed. 

Presveta Bogoroditsa Church, Tsera Village 

Elenets locality – see Annex 2 

Municipality of Probishtip, Macedonia 

Lesnovo Monastery of Sveti Gavril Lesnovski 

Located in Lesnovo Village, see Annex 2 

Zletovo Monastery of Sveti Spiridon, Zletovo 

This is a female monastery (nunnery) supposedly founded first around the 13
th

 c. It was 

abandoned in the mid 20
th

 c. but now has been restored and is an active one. 

Uspenie na Presveta Bogoroditsa Church, Zletovo 

Supposedly built in the 11
th

 c. as a spiritual and cultural center. During the Ottoman Rule 

it was destroyed and reconstructed. It is not painted; the icons are from the 19
th

 c., by a 

painter from Krushevo. 

Sveti Yovan Krastitel Church, Dreveno Village 

The church was built in the 18
th

 c., there is no data about when it was consecrated The 

icons are from the 19
th

 c., by a local painter. 

Uspenie na Presveta Bogoroditsa Church, Probishtip 

It was built in 1983 and consecrated by the Ohrid Archbishop in 1994. The church is not 

painted; the icons are the work of a master from Ohrid. 

Municipality of Rankovce, Macedonia 
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Sveti Nikola Church, Opila Village  

The church was built in 1853 as seen from the inscription on the western wall. It is a one-

nave building with a semi-round apse and an open porch to the west and – partially – 

south. The entrance includes some stairs groing upwards which is very rare for the 

churches from the Ottoman period. The construction materials are mostly stone and 

bricks. 

Sveti Gorgi Church, Petralitsa Village 

It is believed that the church dates back to the 17
th

 c. though it was renewed in the 19
th

 c. 

The present internal decoration was done at that time, in 1886 but everywhere one can see 

traces of the older murals. Of greatest value are actually the Royal Gates which are 

currently exhibited in Skopje. 

Sveti Nikola Monastery Church, Psacha Village  

The church is supposedly dating to 1355 (painted in 1365-1371) and built by the local 

nobleman Vlatko, one of the people close to King Dushan. It is constructed from stone 

and bricks and the outer walls are richly decorated. Of the murals, one should mention the 

non-traditional images of St. Yoakim and St. Merkuri. More paintings were added in the 

19
th

 and early 20
th

 c. The Monastery holiday is Ilinden when local people organize 

massive celebrations. 

Municipality of Kyustendil, Bulgaria 

Uspenie Bogorodichno Bishop’s Church with Cell School, town of Kyustendil 

See Annex 2 

Sveti Mina Church, town of Kyustendil 

See Annex 2 

Sveti Dimitar Church, town of Kyustendil 
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It was built in 1864-65 and what is valuable about it is its beautiful location amidst a 

green park and some of the icons that are the work of a painter from the Samokov Art 

School. 

Sveti Luka Monastery, Granitsa Village 

See Annex 2 

Sveta Troitsa Church, Gyueshevo Village 

Also known as The Ossuary, it was built in 1930 with the purpose to commemorate the 

Bulgarian soldiers and officers who died in the early 20
th

 c. wars. 

Sveti Theodor Tiron Church, Sovolyano Village 

A one-nave church built in 1834 over the remains of an older one. Of interest is the 

iconostasis (its structure and icons). 

Sveti Petar i Pavel Church, Prekolnitsa Village 

It was built in 1848 and presents a three-nave basilica with a carved iconostasis. Its yard 

keeps remains from the former cell school and a baking oven. 

Sveti Nikola Church, Slokoshtitsa Village 

It is a small church (one-nave, one-apse) with several layers of paintings – late Medieval, 

Renaissance and  early 20
th

 c. 

Sveti Ivan Rilski Sanctuary, Garbino Village 

This is actually the cave where, according to local legends, the saint Ivan Rilski used to 

live for a while as a pilgrim. There is an inscription in the cave wall dated to the 12
th

 c. A 

religious celebration is held here every October 19, on the Day of St. Ivan Rilski. 

Municipality of Nevestino, Bulgaria 

Sveti Arhangel Mihail, Vaksevo Village 
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It was built in 1863 out of stone. Two carved doors are opened to the west and north in 

stone arcades. On the western wall, another arcade is formed by the roof cornice. The 

church is a designated Monument of Culture. 

Sveta Ana (Yana) Church, Smolichano Village 

Built over the remains of a Medieval church with a rock niche with a small waterfall and a 

sacred spring (Ayazmo). It was renovated in 1888 and painted by a famous local artist. 

The decoration of the iconostasis is specific and valuable. 

Sveta Troitsa Church, Rakovo Village 

The church was built in 1884 as a three-nave construction, wooden columns and ceilings. 

Of special value are the murals made by a local artist, and especially the huge painting on 

the western façade covering it all. For that, the church has been designated as a Cultural 

Monument. 

V. Museums 

Municipality of Delchevo, Macedonia 

Delchevo Museum – See Annex 2 

Municipality of Kochani, Macedonia 

The Municipality has a small historical collection which is now not arranged as a fully 

operational museum and can only be seen through a preliminary arrangement. 

Municipality of Kratovo, Macedonia 

Kratovo Museum – See Annex 2 

Municipality of Kriva Palanka, Macedonia 

Kriva Palanka Museum – See Annex 2 

Municipality of Probishtip, Macedonia 
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The Municipality is managing the mineral collection of the former Zletovo Mine and has 

also arranged a small ethnographic collection at the House of Culture. Visits by 

preliminary arrangement. 

Municipality of Kyustendil, Bulgaria 

Regional Historical Museum with Sveti Georgi Complex, Dimitar Peshev Museum 

House, Ilyo Voivoda Museum House, Emfiedzhieva House and Ahmed Bey Mosque – see 

Annex 2 

Vladimir Dimitrov the Master Art Gallery – see Annex 2 

Vladimir Dimitrov the Master Complex – see Annex 2 

Vladimir Dimitrov – the Master deserves special attention as one of the true treasures of 

the region of Osogovo. He was born in the village of Frolosh in 1882; in 1889 the family 

moved to Kyustendil. In 1895 Vladimir went to Sofia where he worked in various splaces 

but then returned to Kyustendil. There he was an apprentice in a dyeing workshop in 

1897-98 and a clerk in the Regional Court in 1899-1903. His first ‘open-air’ exhibition 

was arranged in the court yard and contained graphics of judges, defendants and members 

of the jury. Some of the lawyers supported the arrangement of a more ‘serious’ exhibition 

of his drawings in the gym of the Pedagogical School. In the spirit of the best Renaissance 

traditions, the wealthy people of yustendil collected money and sent him to the Industrial 

Art School in Sofia to study in 1903. There he lived in poverty and had to stop his studies 

twice to work as a clerk but in the meantime he atsrted winning every single artistic 

contest and his fellow-students gave him the nick-name The Master. In his last year as a 

student, he had the chance to travel around Europe and get introduced to the world art. 

After graduation in 1910, the Master worked as a calligraphy teacher at the Trade School 

in Svishtov (1911-1917). He took part in the Balkan War and WWI, producing a series of 

drawings and vivid anti-military images. In 1922, Vladimir Dimitrov organized his first 

exhibition that showed ‘his true style’ of the national portrayal of Bulgaria and the 

Bulgarians for which he is best known. In 1924, he settled in the village of Shishkovtsi 
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where he lived until 1951 and created most of his masterpieces. The Master died in 1960 

as one of the ambassadors of Bulgarian art and spirit around the world. 

Municipality of Nevestino, Bulgaria  

Museum collection of Vaksevo Village – historic and ethnographic expositions. Open 

8.00 to 17.00 during the week; with a preliminary arrangement – also in the week-end. 

VІ. Traditional and modern crafts  

Municipality of Kratovo, Macedonia 

Of the traditional crafts, the one still alive in Kratovo is the carpet-weaving practiced 

mostly by women. Other craft skills are related to it such as the painting of threads and 

preparation of tools, along with the weaving of other textile products. 

Municipality of Probishtip, Macedonia 

In the vicinity of Lesnovo Village, until 30 years ago, they used to process the best milling 

stones of whole Macedonia.  Even today, when travelling to Lesnovo, one can see traces 

of stone cutting in the rocks by the road. It was a heavy and sometimes ungrateful job, 

especially when the stone cracked right at the very end of days of processing. 

Municipality of Makedonska Kamenitsa, Macedonia 

All Osogovo municipalities have been connected to mining and metal-processing to a 

certain extent but the center of these crafts was in Sasa Village. Even today, they celebrate 

the Day of Assumption of the Holy Mother, 28 August, which is also the Day of 

Makedonska Kamenitsa Municipality and the Day of Miners. 

Municipality of Kyustendil, Bulgaria 

The people from that area developed many crafts during the years; the Regional Crafts 

Chamber of Kyustendil is working to keep them as alive as possible. Among these are the 

following: pottery; iron-processing; ‘kopanarstvo’ (hand-making of wooden plates, bowls, 
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folrks, spoons, etc.); basket-weaving; ‘sarachestvo’ (leather-processing); weaving, 

knitting and making of garments; wood-processing and wood-carving; stone-cutting; icon-

painting, etc. 

Example – pottery 

Pottery presents the craft of making various products out of clay and baking them at high 

temperatures. According to its purpose, pottery can be domestic (pots meant for 

preparation and keeping of food and drinks), artistic and construction (tiles and bricks, 

water and drainage pipes, paneling tiles, etc.). Domestic and ritual pottery has been a vast 

part of the everyday life of people in the Osogovo Region ever since the Neolithic period. 

It is the main tool used to date prehistoric settlements and necropolises. The prehistoric 

man chose plastic clays for the production of pottery. The products were hand-made, 

without the help of a lathe, using one of the following methods:  

- hand-‘sculpturing’ a simple piece of clay; 

- ‘sticking together’ – the master made the bottom of the pot and then built it up by 

taking small pieces of clay and sticking them ane above the other;  

- weaving clay ‘ropes’ – the clay is ‘woven’ in the shape of a long rope which is then 

spiraled up above the bottom until the needed shape is achieved; 

- using very simple clay bars. 

After the pot had dried up to the state of ‘leather elasticity’, the walls were being 

additionally processed (smoothened, polished, decorated) by small shovels, bone scrapers 

or smooth rocks. The pots were then baked in ovens or on open fire. Neolithic pottery in 

the region was mostly of two types; rough and fine. The decoration of the rough pottery 

was made by ‘drawing’ lines, holes, etc. by a stick or fingernails before baking. For the 

fine pottery, they used white, red, brown and black paint; and the drawings included 

spirals, triangles and other geometrical or floral motifs of symbolic nature. By the end of 

the Neolithic period, the pots became all black and finely polished. 
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In the Eneolithic era, they started using graphite for decoration. The pots were plate-like 

or bi-conical. Vertical handles were introduced. Some pots were deformed on purpose, 

probably in an attempt to find new and original shapes. By the end of the period, graphite 

decoration was replaced by ocher drawings – spirals, meandres and combinations. 

In the Thracian period, pottery developed rapidly due to the introduction of the lathe in the 

second half of the 6
th

 c. BC. During the 6
th

-1
st
 c. BC, they produced large pots, mugs, 

cups, bowls and others. The products had clean shapes ad nicely polished surface in grey 

or red colour. Along with the fine pottery made by lathe, rough hand-made pottery 

continued to be produced for the poorer population – cyllindrical pots, rough cups and 

plates decorated by relief clay bands. 

Domestic pottery from the Roman and early Byzantine era included clay pots, lamps, 

weaving loom weights, etc. Rough pottery in that period was made of clay with impurities 

and was less creative as shapes and decoration. Fine pottery was made of sifted clay and 

covered with a fine layer of polish. Very typical for the region was the decoration made 

by a stamp. Artistic pottery developed quickly in the 2
nd

-3
rd

 c. AD, together with all other 

artistic crafts. By the end of the period, a group of glazed pottery appeared.  

During the early Byzantine epoch, local people produced mosty rough pottery with 

impurities. The samples of early-Slav pottery (7
th

-8
th

 c.) found show that most of the 

products at that time were rough and hand-made. The walls of the pots were thick, uneven 

and with no decoration; shapes were simple. The early-Bulgarian period (9
th

-10
th

 c.) 

brought a difference again by the return of the lathe. Decoration re-appeared though of the 

simple type – straight and wave-like lines in various combinations, scratched on the 

surface before baking. 

The Middle Ages brough variety in shapes and decoration. Pots had thin walls, well-baked 

and made of refined clay. They were decorated by vertical lines and polished. Most 

typical was the so-called ‘graphite’ pottery, covered with coloured or colourless glazing. 
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The decorative motifs in various colours were ‘carved’ in deep lines on the surface, in 

geometrical, floral or animal shapes. Human figures were also drawn sometimes. 

The tradition of pottery continued during the time of the Ottoman Rule over these lands. 

In the 15
th

-17
th

 c., they mostly produced plates and such with cut-in wave-like decoration. 

A very new clay product by the end of the period became the clay pipe which local men 

were so fond of. After the Liberation, the markets in the area were full of fine pots with 

practical shapes and sizes, mostly in red colour, mostly not-decorated. Later on, 

decoration appeared – simplified motifs, lines and geometrical shapes, drawn or engraved 

on the surface, with spots or drops of paint. Plates were fully glazed; mugs –partially; 

glazing were either colourless or coloured in yellow or green. People produced domestic 

pottery for everyday use (mugs, jars, flower pots, etc.) and ritual pottery for family 

celebrations and religious rituals (candle-sticks, consecration bowls an dothers). In the 

beginning of the 20
th

 c., pottery became slowly replaced by the ‘modern’ materials in the 

household: plastic, porcelane, glass and metal. But the tradition of the craft was never 

actiually lost. 

VІІ. Folklore heritage 

Various beliefs as part of people’s everyday life are present in the Osogovo Region even 

today. The main ones were related – naturally – to the main events of life, such as: 

Birth 

A pregnant woman should not be sitting at the threshold, so the child does not have a huge 

mouth. Nothing should be hidden from the pregnant woman, especially food, so the child 

is born healthy and well nourished. A pregnant woman should not steel anything as the 

child will be born with a mark on the skin in the shape of the stolen object. The first time 

the pregnant woman feels the baby move, she should look into the sun so the child is as 

beautiful as the sun. When the baby is born, another child from the house is sent around 

the relatives and neigbours to bring the good news, and everyone must give it some ‘tip’ 

for the health of the baby. The baby must be baptized quicky, for which the father calls to 
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his own godfather. He choses the name for the baby himself and the parents do not have a 

say in that. The mother is not present in the church during the ritual; she stays at home and 

doesn’t eat anything so the child does not have a toothache later. After the church ritual, 

everyone gathers in the house of the parents for lunch; every guest takes the baby in turn 

and blesses it; then leaves some present. The mother kisses the hands of the guests and 

gives them presents in return. When they finally leave, she does not see them out so her 

breast milk does not go away with them. 

Wedding 

People would organize special ‘selection’ events where young boys and girls would come 

with their families and they would choose wives/husbands for them. The future wife 

should be good-looking, healthy, possibly rich and older than the man so she could take 

all the house and field work. The future husband did not have to be good-looking, just 

healthy and rich. The parents of the boy would send a negotiator to the parents of the girl, 

and he would carry an apple and a bottle of rakia with him. If the parents of the girl would 

agree to the wedding, the negotiator comes back to lunch with a group of friends and the 

father of the boy, carrying a ritual bread. The father of the boy must ‘buy’ the bride from 

her father; then they set a date for the wedding not later than a year after the engagement, 

depending on whether or not the bride is ready with her dowry. Weddings were usually 

made in the autumn or winter, always on Sundays. On the Saturday evening, the boy’s 

mother and brother go to take the girl from her house. The boy’s brother must ‘buy’ her 

again from her friends, then there are celebrations, and around 3 in the morning, the future 

mother-in-law dresses the bride. Early in the morning, the girl says ‘good-bye’ to her 

family and is taken to the church where the boy comes directly from his house. He is not 

supposed to see his bride before that, nor is allowed for two wedding processions to see 

each other. After the ceremony, everyone goes to the house of the groom, where there are 

a lot of rituals of welcoming the bride, and eating and drinking till late in the night. 

Dying/funerals 
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The deceased is dressed in his/her best clothes and new woven socks. If he is a man – they 

shave him; if a woman – they comb her hair; all to be pretty. The deceased is kept 24 hrs 

at the house, lying with the head towards the sunset. The hands are crossed on the stomach 

and an icon is placed on the chest. When friends and neighbours come to say good-bye, 

the women bring flowers and candles; the men only candles. During the night, there is 

always someone sitting with the deceased and watching that no cat jumps over him/her, or 

he/she will turn into a vampire and will chase people and animals. There are special songs 

that are sung to send the soul away. The mourning must not say that their dear one has 

gone, or he/she will be gone from the next world as well. They should cry too much, as 

the soul will get drowned in the next world. The procession to the church on the next day 

is led by an older woman carrying a ritual bread and two children dresses in church 

clothes, carrying a lantern and a cross. Then comes the priest, then the men carrying the 

deceased, then all mourning men, and finally all mourning women. After the service and 

the funeral, all who are present sit in the church yard and drink and eat in the memory of 

the deceased. The usual mourning period is one year. 

There were also other beliefs such as: 

- beliefs related to weather (e.g. when there are thunders, it is St. Ilia rolling barrels in the 

skies) 

- beliefs related to plants (e.g. no one should sleep under a willow or kidney disease will 

come unwanted) 

- beliefs related to animals (e.g. no one should kill a snake inside the house as it is the 

keeper of the home) 

- beliefs related to holidays (e.g. some nuts should be left uncracked at X-mas eve so that 

when they crack open later, they should make noise and scare the Devil away) 
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- beliefs related to work (e.g. when someone has to give a sickle to another person, it is 

never handed; on the contrary, it is being thrown to the ground for the other person to get 

it him/herself so that he/she does not get lazy) 

- beliefs related to the home (e.g. one should not give fire to another house from one’s 

own fireplace; this is as if giving away one’s luck) 

- beliefs related to weaving (e.g. never finish weaving on the same weekday as started) 

Аmong the traditional celebrations that were common for the whole area of Osogovo, the 

following should be mentioned: 

Varvara 

It was celebrated several days before the winter solstice, and the main activity was the 

preparation of pottage from all available grains in the house. In some of the villages, 

female ritual grups would go around the houses and sing special songs. 

Badnik (Xmas Eve) 

On the morning of the Badnik Day, children from the village used to go around the 

houses, carryng straw and wishing good things to the home and the people. The straw was 

being put for a while by the fireplace and later on carried to the barn, so that the domestic 

animals would be more fertile. In the evening, the ritual Badnik dinner started with an 

invitation to God to come and have meal with the family – in some places, the older man 

would go out in the yard to say the invitation; in others they would just leave the door 

open. 

Surva 

The ritual was performed by male groups (sometimes children too) who would go around 

the houses singing special songs and wishing a happy and healthy New Year. They always 

carried oak poles but also cornel branches with which they would pat every family 

member on the back, wishing health. 
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Babinden 

Usually celebrated together with the Day of St. John the Baptist (Sveti Yovan/Ivan), it is 

about paying respect to the older women who help the birth of new babies. In some 

villages, the older woman would visit all the young mothers whom she helped give birth 

in the last year, and they would perform some rituals together. In other places, the mothers 

visited the older woman together with their children to pay respect. Sometimes the 

meetings between the two generations of women would grow into a common celebrations 

accompanied by dancing (horo) in the village center. 

Day of Forgiveness (Proshki, Sirni Zagovezni/Prikladi) 

Celebrated on the Sunday, 7 weeks before Easter. The custom includes the making of big 

fires at some open space and jumping over them when possible, for health. It was also the 

day everyone can ask for forgiveness the people close to him/her, if he/she has somehow 

offended them during the previous year. In many places, the holiday is accompanied by 

the custom ‘Amkane’. This is where a boiled egg is hung on a thread from the ceiling or 

any place higher, and everyone tries to bite a piece without using their hands. The eggs are 

then considered curative for various diseases. 

Todorovden / Todoritsa 

This is the first Saturday (rarely Friday) of Lent. At some places, this is the day when the 

new brides are presented to the whole village. They go to church together with their 

mothers in law and perform various rituals after that. In some other places, this is a day 

for massive celebrations accompanied by horse/cart races, music and dancing. 

Blagovets 

It is celebrated either on March 25 or on April 7. This is the day of the ritual spring 

cleaning of the whole house, the store premises, the barns, the clothes, etc. 

Gergyovden / Gurgovden / Day of St. George 
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This is celebrated on May 6 and is one of the biggest holidays in the whole of the year. It 

was the most important day of rituals related to the domestic animals and especially the 

sheep herds. The rituals included the first taking of the herds out to graze the new green 

grass; collecting of herbs and making of wreaths for the sheep; stroking the sheep with 

fresh green branches for health and fertility and others. The central ritual was the eating of 

the lamb offering. 

Autumn ritual cycle 

It included a series of customs such as, for instance, the so-called Wolf Days (late 

November). These are 3 to 7 days full of varius taboos, e.g. not to say the word ‘Wolf’; 

not to weave or knit; not to use scissors, etc., all related to the protection of the sheep 

herds from harm and predators. Another ritual day was Mice Day, usually tied to the Day 

of St. Dimitar (Dimitrovden / Mitrovden – late October or early November), when people 

performed various activities to protect their homes and food from mice. For example, 

there was a genuine taboo to open any of the store premises or boxes where food was 

being kept or to do house work. 

The myths and legends of the region can be summarized in various ways. There are, for 

instance, legends similar to others from the whole Balkan Peninsula, or at least the whole 

of Bulgaria and Macedonia, and local ones, related to a specific rock, peak, spring or 

sacred tree. There are legends of heroes and saints, of rulers, of lovers and of specific 

historic events. There are well-known legends, remembered by everyone and less known 

or almost forgotten legends. It is interesting that sometimes one and the same legend 

varies significantly in the details from village to village. Very popular are the tales about 

the names of settlements and sites. The stories related to the suffering of local people 

under the Ottoman Rule are numerous and vivid, especially the ones where the ‘raya’ (the 

inferior population) succeeded to outsmart the Turkish masters. There are also many 

legends and tales dedicated to certain people – it may be the history of a whole family, or 

the saint Yoakim Osogovski, or the hero Krali Marko, or the daughter of the local ruler. 
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Legend of St. Ivan Rilski 

As a boy, Ivan was a shepherd and worked for one of the wealthy men in the village of 

Skrino, in the Struma River Canyon. One day, while the herd was grazing at the banks of 

Struma, a pregnant cow crossed the river and there gave birth to a calf. In the meantime a 

heavy rain started and the waters of river rose high. The boy could not pass to get the 

mother and the newborn, so he ran back to the village to ask his master what to do. The 

cow owner got angry and ordered Ivan not to come back without the cow and calf. The 

boy went back to the river, spoke a prayer to God; took off his jacket and sat in it like in a 

boat. Thus he crossed the river holding the calf in his hands and leading the cow. The 

master saw everything from a nearby hill and got very scared. He decided to get rid of the 

strange boy. Ivan took the calf and went to live in a cave above the village. 

Some time passed and a group of hunters came by. Ivan welcomed them in his cave and 

gave them some bread. They noticed that, no matter how much bread they ate, the loaf 

remained intact. Greed made them steal the loaf but when they tried to leave, they could 

not move. Ivan told them to leave what they took and they’d be free. So it happened, but 

the hunters got angry and started chasing Ivan he ran to the hisghest rocks where he could 

not longer continue but at that point wings appeared on his back and he was able to fly all 

the way to Rila Mountains. There he found a new cave to live in and did many good 

deeds. 

Legend of St. Yoakim Osogovski 

After Yoakim Osogovski died, he used to visit people in their dreams, to give them a 

message or warn them of something. 50 years later, a local priest names Theodor decided 

to become a monk and settle on the same spot as St. Yoakim. The saint came to his dream 

and gave him his blessing. So Theodor took the monk’s name of Theofan and started to 

build a church for St. Yoakim. One day, the saint came again into his dream and asked 

him to bring his remains to the new church. Theofan was afraid of the local rulers so did 

nothing. Some time later, the saint appeared again demanding the task is fulfilled. He also 
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showed Theofan an image of a tree close to three wells, to use it to make a coffin and 

carry the holy remains in it. This time the monk did everything as asked.  

The news spread very quickly. Many people started coming to the church; and many ill 

got healed by touching the coffin. Local rulers also heard of the deeds of Theofan, and 

three of them (brothers) soon came to quarrel – why he did not ask permission of them. 

The older brother was most angry and threatening but he was soon punished by the death 

of his son. This did not serve as a lesson to him and one day he headed again for the 

monastery meaning bad. His horse threw him off his back and he broke both his legs. St. 

Yoakim came into his dream and ordered him to take a gift to the monastery and make 

peace with the abbot. The ruler decided to obey; he did as told and suddenly got healed as 

if never ill. 

Legend of the death of Tsar Mihail Shishman near Velbazhd 

According to the local tales of the Velbazhd Battle, the Serbian army had taken the hills 

around today’s village of Kopilovtsi and three times attacked the Bulgarians but with no 

success. Both kings – the Serbian Stefan Urosh III and the Bulgarian Mihail Shishman – 

were expecting reinforcements. For that reason, they both found it reasonable to sign a 

temporary truce. This happened on July 27. The Bulgarians settled their camp at the 

Dragovishtitsa River, near the Gerena Spring. The marshes that are no wlocated near the 

village of Shishkovtsi provided certain defence for the army.  

The Serbian reinforcements, however, arrived on the next day and they decided to break 

the truce. The Serbian troops cought the Bulgarians unprepared as they trusted the truce 

and many of them have scattered around for food and fodder. The Tsar tried to organize 

his army for defence but they were not able to hold positions and had to pull back towards 

the town of Velbazhd. Legend says that the Tsar’s horse died at the village of Konyavo, 

then his royal mantle was lost at the village of Bagrentsi, and finally he himself got 

lethally injured and died, to be buried at the Kolusha church of Sveti Georgi. 

Legend of Krali Marko 
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Marko was a rather skinny boy and often tormented by his fellow shepherds. Once when 

he was sent to search for the lost cows from the herd, he found a baby in a cradle. The sun 

was shining righ into its face and the baby was crying. Marko felt sorry for the baby and 

made a shelter for it out of green branches, so it stopped crying. Just when Marko was 

leaving, the mother of the child came; she was a fairy (samodiva) and asked him what he 

wanted as a reward for taking care of her baby. He was shy and modest so first he asked 

nothing but then though that it would be better if he had a little more strength and the 

other shepherds did not torment him any more. The fairy gave him some of her brest milk 

and told him to lift a stone. He couldn’t. She gave him some more, and he tried again. 

Again, he couldn’t. The third time, however, he got such a strength that not only lifted the 

stone but through it so far away the other people from the village had to look for it for 

three days. The fairy also chose a young horse of the herd, gave it, too, some milk and it 

became as strong as Marko. Since that day, Marko and his horse were inseparable; they 

did a lot of good deeds and were well remembered for that. 

Legend of the Clock Tower of Kyustendil 

Somewhere in the first years of the 19
th

 c., the Ottoman ruler of Skopje came to visit the 

area of Kyustendil. Legend says that he loved it here. His body was enjoying the relaxing 

and healing mineral waters in the baths while his mouth – the numerous gifts of the fertile 

land: plums, pears, apples, sour cherries, melons, nuts, grapes… He spent many hours just 

admiring the vicinity taking long rides with his horse. Most of all, he liked the sweet voice 

of the bell of the local clock-tower that was actually one of the few and the oldest in the 

Empire. So when he was leaving, he asked the local nobleman to present him with it; in 

return, he sent them the bell of the Skopje clock-tower that appeared to be taken from 

some old church named Sveti Nikola and cast in 1429. When the clock-tower of 

Kyustendil finally got demolished, the bell was accommodated in the newly built 

Pedagogic School in the center of the town. 

Legend of the founding of Kriva Palanka 
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The story tells that the town of Kriva Palanka was founded as a fortress to guard Egridere 

(the ravine of Kriva River) by Bayram Pasha, a local ruler, in hobour of his son. Here the 

tale has two versions; one is that the son was killed by ‘haiduti’, the local partisan fighters 

against the conquerors; the other was that local villages rose to a revolt and the son who 

led the Ottoman troops was killed in the battle. The Egri Dere Fortress had firm walls, a 

tower, a mosque and about 50 houses. In time, population grew and the settlement spread 

on the hills to get its present-day appearance. 

The legends of Kadin Bridge in Nevestino 

The first legend tells about three brothers who were building a bridge over Struma River. 

What they built during the day, the strong waters demolished in the night. Finally they 

understood that obviously the river wanted a sacrifice and unwillingly decided to wall up 

the first of their wives who comes on the next morning to bring breakfast to her husband. 

The firts to come was Struma, the wife of the youngest brother. She was carrying food in 

one hand and her firstborn baby – in the other. Before she could even greet the brothers, 

they took her and built her up in the wall; all she had time to do was to breastfeed her 

baby for the last time. The river accepted the sacrifice and the bridge became magnificent 

but people say here that when the river is high, they could still here the cry of the poor 

mother in the night. 

The second legend tells that the bridge was ordered by Sultan Murad as a wedding gift to 

a courageous Bulgarian bride. The Sultan was passing with his army through these lands 

and they met a wedding procession at the river. Many of thewedding guests got scared 

seeing the Turkish soldiers and fled but the bride was brave; she greeted the whole army 

as was the custom, then bowed to the Sultan himself and presented him with a bridal gift. 

The Sultan was moved and asked her what would she like as a return gift. The bride 

wished a bridge and so the Sultan made it for her. That is why the name of the whole 

village now is Nevestino (Nevesta means Bride in Bulgarian). 
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Traditional music of Osogovo is characterized by the use of Gaida (bag-pipe) and Kemene 

or Gadulka (old stringed musical instrument). It is played equally by both men and 

women. There are songs in the folklore heritage for every occasion and for every 

important custom and holiday. For example, during the Voditsi custom (also known as 

Throwing the Cross, in the beginning of January), there are special voditsi songs that are 

typically dedication songs, i.e. every piece is dedicated to an individual member of the 

family. They mostly speak about health and love and it is the magical power of words 

they rely on, backed with ritual movements/actions. The voditsi songs are very similar to 

the lazar songs, so usually every village chose which ones to accept. The lazar songs are 

meant for Lazarovden (a week before Easter) and performed by young girls who wish 

health and fertility for crops, animals and people. 

There were also songs to accompany most of the everyday activities: the harvesting, the 

gathering of girls together to prepare their dowry / sow clothes, etc. Other songs were 

meant to produce some magical effect like the songs calling for rain. A separate group of 

songs were the ones meant for dancing (horo). 

The typical traditional costume in the Macedonian part of Osogovo includes a dark (grey) 

top garment with limited decoration made mostly of woolen threads and edgings. It is 

interesting that initially all garments were not dyed and had the original colour of the 

material. The dying in darker colours started in early 20
th

 c. mostly for hygienic and 

political purposes (to be less conspiquous). Male garments are usually made to be more 

endurable in relation to the frequent and hard outdoor work. They are mostly of wool 

while the female garments can also be of cotton. The undergarments are white and simple 

made of linen, cotton or hemp. These are decorated with lace and rarely with embroidery. 

Men’s belts are weaven in red, 15-20 cm wide and 2.5 m long, with fringes at the end. In 

the summer, men used to cover their heads with white kerchiefs. Male adornments to the 

costume are often tools and weapons, e.g. a knife tuck in the leather belt worn ontop the 

woven one. Female adronments are also meant for protection but spiritual one – against 

evil spirits and such. 
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The female costume in the Bulgarian part included Saya - top long garment made of black 

woolen cloth open on front except for below the breasts where there were 5-6 buttons, 

with a broad round opening at the bosom and tight short (above the elbow) sleeves. 

Decoration was made of colourful braids in orange, wine-red and dark blue. The shirt was 

made of white selvage, simple, with embroidery only on the sleeves. Aprons were made 

mostly of tinsel and red was the dominant colour combined with orange, green, blue and 

black. The belt was weaven, long and narrow. The kerchief was made of thin silk with 

some lace on the edges.  

The male costume included also a shirt of white selvage with no decoration. Trousers 

were made of brown woolen cloth, long to the elbow and wide. A vest was worn ontop of 

the shirt to match the trousers. Both were decorated by braids in red and black. The 

weaven belt was long, wide and mostly red, and a narrow leather belt was put ontop. To 

add some colour to the costume, men wore colourful kerchiefs on the belt and bunches of 

flowers tuck behind the ear. They covered their heads by Kalpak made of sheep’s skin 

with the wool. 

Garments used to be so important that their making had a priority over other activities of 

everyday life. For the young women who had to learn how to prepare garments, special 

places were assigned in the villages, like a cabin semi-dug into the ground and covered 

with branches, straw and dirt. The young girls and women would gather there together to 

help each other with the sewing, talk and sing special songs. They were making dowry 

and their own clothes; male costumes were often made by male tailors. 

Laundry was done only by women – at the river in the summer time and in special stone 

tubs at the house yard in winter. Either the whole village did laundry on Monday (the so-

called Clean Monday) or the different families did it in turn but only in Mondays, 

Thursdays and Saturdays.  
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Although the traditional costumes are not worn today, almost every family keeps some 

samples from their grandparents. Examples of the traditional garments may also be seen in 

the museums around the area. 

VІІІ. Cultural agenda 

Very typical celebrations in the region of Osogovo are the so-called Village Days, or the 

Holiday of the village usually dedicated to a certain patron saint, e.g. Sveta Troitsa (St. 

Trinity); Ilinden; Day of St. Spas or Spasovden; Day of St. George (Gergyovden, 

Gurgovden), etc. It has to be noted that although the saints’ days exist in both celebration 

calendars of Bulgaria and Macedonia, the dates differ due to the usage of different time 

measurement systems – the so-called New Calendar and Old Calendar. Foe instance, 

Bozhik or Xmas Eve is celebrated on December 24 in Bulgaria and on January 6 in 

Macedonia. 

Municipality of Cheshinovo-Obleshevo, Macedonia 

May - Ilinden Sports Games 

This is an initiative that has been running annually for more than 42 years now. It includes 

various sports contests such as football, cycling and chess. 

21 September – Day of Cheshinovo-Obleshevo 

The Day is full of cultural events, including music manifestation, shows and concerts 

Municipality of Delchevo, Macedonia 

08 August - Golachki Folklore Meetings 

These folklore celebrations are organized since 1994 on the night before the religious 

holiday of St. Panteley, 08 August, in parallel with the traditional Golak Mountain Fest 

next to the Monastery of Sveti Pantelei on the highest peak of Golak Mountains – Mt. 

Chavka (1538 m a.s.l.). The stage is located right below the monastery and exhibits local 
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folklore, old instruments and authentic dances. In recent years the event has started to 

growinto an international one with the participation of foreign performers. The rich 

folklore programme and the belief in the healing powers of the saint gather around 10,000 

people on the spot. About 3000 spend the night in the monastery in hope of better health; 

according to local tales, the material and spiritual worlds are closer at that night than ever. 

Mid-September – Piyanets-Maleshevo Wedding 

This is a celebration meant to promote the old tradition of weddings in the area of 

Piyanets and Maleshevo although in recent years it has become somewhat a trade mark of 

the whole of East Macedonia. It is held in the town of Delchevo in parallel with an 

International Folklore Festival and a Show of local food and crafts. The main ‘characters’ 

are a young couple who has already signed a civil marriage and is selected among other 

such candidates by local people through voting.  A traditional church ceremony and 

celebration is organized for them, starting a whole week before the actual event. The 

preparation activities include the decoration of the homes of the young man and woman 

and the cart that shall be carrying the couple around, the preparation of the costumes, 

special invitations to the guests according to the old customs – with rakia and colourful 

candies, organization of a bachelor and bachelorette evenings, and of the traditional feast 

at the Sveta Bogoroditsa Monastery. The culmination is the day of the church wedding of 

the young couple, accompanied by a whole day feast starting at 8 in the morning with the 

sounds of drums and ‘zourna’ (local instrument) and finishing late in the evening. The 

event is organized by the municipality of Delchevo and the Gotse Delchev Culture and 

Art Association from Delchevo. 

Municipality of Kochani, Macedonia 

First week of October – Days of Kochani Rice 

The Days of Kochani Rice promote rice as the symbol of the Kochani Area. They aim to 

combine tradition with the modern presentation of the journey of rice from the field to the 

table. Spiritual and material heritage is being shown through songs, dances, customs, 
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traditional cuisine and the exhibition of old tools and objects related to rice production. 

The event is focused on rice harvesting with the accompanying rituals and customs such 

as blessing of the harvesting; ‘argat’ lunch at the field; competitions between the workers; 

tying of sheafs, etc. the programme includes traditional music, arts, tasting of local rice 

dishes, show of traditional costumes, selection of the most beautiful worker on the field, 

and others. 

Last week of May – first week of June - DAF (Dramski amaterski festival or Amateur 

Theatre Festival) 

This is a national event uniting the amateur theatrical movement in the whole of 

Macedonia, plus some other countries in recent years. Tehre is a professional jury that 

decides on the best play, best director, best leading and supporting roles, best scenography 

and also innovation in amateur theatre. 

Mid-August – Art Planer 

The Kochani Art Planer gathers young and established artists together who use various 

techniques to present the natural and cultural values of Kochani. 

Municipality of Kratovo, Macedonia 

24 February – Patron Day of Kratovo / Day of St. Gorgi Kratovski 

The patron day of the town of Kratovo starts with a morning service of the Head of the 

Macedonian Orthodox Church and the Metropolitan of Kumanovo at the Sveti Gorgi 

Kratovski Church. Since 2002, the representatives of the Church sanctify water on the 

main square of the town, for the citizens. There is usually a cultural programme for the 

rest of the day, including the awarding of winners in a competition for artworks dedicated 

to the Saint Gorgi Kratovski, musical and folklore performances, and others. 

9-14 June - Lazar Sofiyanov Childrens’ Art Planer 
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The Childrens’ Art Planer is dedicated to the unique architecture of the town of Kratovo. 

The participants are children up to 16 years old, and the planer lasts 5 days. Since 2008, 

the event has gained international characer with the involvement of children from 

Bulgaria. 

20-22 June – Golden Days in Kratovo 

The idea of this event is to promote Kratovo as the Town of Gold. It includes a mixed 

musical programme, including the European Mandoline Festival. 

Municipality of Kriva Palanka, Macedonia 

19 January – Voditsi 

In the town of Kriva Palanka they organize the event Piftiyada when Piftia is made after a 

special local recipe (these are small loafs of bread made in special ‘boat’ shapes and filled 

with meat and various spices). 

Beginning of March – Brides’ Pilgrimage 

On the Sunday after the Day of Todoritsa (the so-called Todorov Saturday or the first 

Saturday of Lent), the church of Svet Theodor Tiron in the village of Konopnitsa becomes 

the scene of a colourful tradition that was cut for 33 years but then restored several years 

ago. As St. Theodor Tiron is seen as a patron of the young and the kin, the day is deicated 

to the next generation. All young women who have got married between the past and 

present Todoritsa, dress in raditional costumes and come together with their mothers in 

law to bow before the saint and be blessed by the priests in hope of fertility. 

24 May – Jeep Rally 

It is being organized since 2009. The starting point is the town of Kriva palanka and the 

trail goes through Mozhdivnyak Village – Kucheshki Preslap locality – Kostadinitsa 

locality – Mt. Tsarev Vrav – return to the Monastery of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski (total of 
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64 km). Participants from other municipalities join the rally at the Old Checkpoint of Mt. 

Tsrev Vrav. 

June - Wood-carving planer in Sveti Yoakim Osogovski Monastery 

Also known as The Kopanicharska Kolinia, it gather together established and future 

masters of wood-processing and wood-carving who keep the traditions of this famous 

craft. 

July - International Architecture School  

Organized for 20 years already by the Architecture Faculty of Skopje University, it 

attracts participants from many countries around the world. 

23 August – JOY FEST 

This is a relatively new tradition in Kriva Palanka - 4
th

 edition in 2015 – a rock festival 

that promotes new and established performers and is a true joy for the admirers of rock 

music. 

25-27 August - International Folklore Festival of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski 

The biggest folklore festival in the area of Osogovo, it attracts participants from the whole 

of Macedonia, Bulgaria, Serbia, Bosnia, Slovakia, Poland, etc. 

29 August – Day of St. Yoakim Osogovski 

This is also the Day of Kriva Palanka in recognition of the fact that the fate of this town is 

inter-related to the name of the famous saint. The day is full of many cultural and 

religious events. 

15-21 September - Theatrical Festival of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski 
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Yet another attractive event for the citizens and guests of Kriva Palanka, the Theatrical 

Festival promotes both the best of well-known and loved performances and modern 

theatrical art. 

September - International Art Planer of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski 

A tradition for more than 23 years, this event gathers together artists from near and afar, 

inspired by the beautiful nature and the spiritual atmosphere of the Osogovo Monastery. 

Municipality of Makedonska Kamenitsa, Macedonia 

May – Memorial Tournament of Mile Yanevski Dzhingar 

Each year, within this tournament, there are various sports contests with prize funds for 

the winners, e.g. basketball, handball, ping-pong and others.  

Beginning of June – National Meeting of Pensioners  

Organized since 2012 at the Elenets locality near Tsera Village, the traditional picnic 

gathers together more than 30 pensioneers’ clubs from all over Macedonia. The event has 

two parts: a musical programme and a culinary competition called “Babina Banitsa” or 

“Grandma’s Pastry”. 

July – True Sound of Kamenitsa 

This is a one-day music festival of urban and street culture with DJs from Macedonia and 

neighbouring countries. The Municipality of Makedonska Kamenitsa, as the main 

organizer, takes care of the audio and visual effects. 

End of August – Kamenitsa Cultural Summer 

It is being organized since 2009 within 5 days at the end of August. Each evening is 

dedicated to a different type of music, classical as well as Balkan and Jazz. 

Municipality of Probishtip, Macedonia 
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05 January – Badnikovo Granche 

This is a celebration organized on 05 January by the Probishtip Municipality for Xmas, 

which is celebrated on 07 January in Macedonia. The tradition is already 20 years long. 

First in the morning, the mayor and the current Best Man of the celebration invite all 

members of the local business association to hot rakia and Xmas bread, in order to elect 

the new Best Man for the next year. At 11, everybody gatheres at the Zhguri site where 

the Xmas Granche (branches) are collected and sancrified together with the Xmas bread 

where a coin is hidden. The bread is cut into pieces and everyone gets a piece; the one 

who hets the coin becomes the Second Best Man of Probishtip for the New Year. 

Everyone present can also get a sanctified Xmas branch to take home. The wholel event is 

accompanied with music and joy. 

19 January - Vodici  

It is a century-old tradition for the young couples who had got married in church during 

the last year to take a ‘swim’ in the cold Zletovka River. Early in the morning on 19.01, 

all these couples, together with their friends and relatives, attend a morning liturgy at the 

church of Presveta Bogoroditsa. After that the whole procession heads for the locality of 

Peshka, lead by children dressed in church costumes and carrying small bells. The priest 

sanctifies the water of the river so that it gains healing powers and throws inside a large 

metal cross. All the ‘swimmers’ rush to the river to look for the cross, and whoever finds 

it is believed to be the healthiest person for the next year. The celebration continues with 

rakia, wine and ritual bread, and with a lot of joy. 

21 March – The Pastry of Grandmother 

This is a celebration of the traditional pastry with green-leaved plants such as spinach, 

dock, etc.) called Zelnik. Stands are being organized on the square of Probishtip, where 

participants from the neigbourhood but also the whole of Macedonia demonstate their 

abilities. 
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July – Lesnovo Art Planer 

The tradition of organizing an art planer in the unique vicinity of the Lesnovo Monastery 

exists since 1992. It gathers together artists from Macedonia, Bulgarria, Serbia, 

Montenegro, Kosovo, Turkey and others. Inspiration to artists comes from the monastery 

itself, the mysterious rocks, the hermits’ caves and all the surrounding nature. The planer 

lasts 10 days and is currently hosted in the some renovated buildings in the village of 

Lesnovo, incl. the old school. 

July White Night 

Once every July, Probishtip has its White Night which is full of music, somgs and dances 

but also good food and drinks. The whole town swqare becomes a huge restaurant with an 

open stage in the center where DJs and local bands demonstrate their abilities. The fest 

ends with the first morning light. 

21-28 August – Week of Sports and Culture 

The event is dedicated to the date 28 August – the Day of the Miners in the Republic of 

Macedonia; it is also the Day of the Holy Mother (Golyama Bogoroditsa) and the Day of 

Probishtip. The whole week is full of sports and cultural events such as the football and 

basketball tournaments, and concerts of local and guest-performers, shows, theatrical 

events, etc. Every day, there is some event attracting a large number of visitors, with the 

culmination coming on the very day of 28 August. 

October - PROFEST  

PROFEST started in 1973 as a sindicate initiative to select the best singer among socialist 

workers. Now it has grown into a national mateur singing festival. It is being organized by 

the Probishtip Municipality, the municipal sindicate and the House of Culture in 

Probishtip. The one-day event gives an opportunity to young non-professional singers to 

show their qualitities in front of a professional jury. Many now renowned Macdeonian 

singers have started their career exactly at Probishtip. 



56 

 

Municipality of Kyustendil, Bulgaria 

01 January – Mummers Games 

This is a tradition in the village of Zhabokrat that has been kept through the centuries. He 

main ‘Kukeri’ or mummers groups has 140 members. 

20-21 March – Kyustendil Spring 

It is also perceived as the Holiday of Kyustendil itself. Celebrated with a rich cultural 

programme. 

Second half od May – Beginning of June: International Chamber Music Academy 

This is a joint initiative of two Community Centers (Chitalishte) in Kyustendil and the 

Illinois Wesleyan University from USA. It gathers together music students from Bulgaria 

and USA, as well as their tutors. During the event, there are lectures, discussions and 

meetings but also many concerts 

End of June - Cherry Festival 

It takes one Sunday or a whole week-end in the town of Kyustendil and includes an 

exhibition of all varieties of cherries, competititons (e.g. for the biggets cherry, the most 

beautifully arranged cherry stand, etc.) and an extensive folklore programme with a grand 

concert at the end. 

13-15 August – Panagia 

This is a celebration of bread which is related to the Day of the Holy Mother (Golyama 

Bogoroditsa) on 15.08. 

Beginning of September – Pey Sartse Festival 

This is a festival of the so-called Old City Songs, which were popular melodies in the 

early 20
th

 c. 
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End of September – Balkan Rug (Balkanska Cherga) Festival 

This is a new tradition in the village of Shishkovtsi, organized by local NGOs. It takes 

three days (Friday, Saturday and Sunday) at the second half of September and includes 

folklore performances from the region, other parts of Bulgaria and neighbouring Balkan 

countries; demonstrations of crafts; amateur wrestling; tasting of local food and a lot of 

joy and energy. 

October – Fertility Holiday 

Very similar to the Cherry Festival but presents all the products that the land of the 

Kyustendil Region gives to its people. 

Last 10 days of September or first 10 days of October – Golden Apples Children’s 

Musical Festival 

Organized annually in the town of Kyustendil, it gathers together talented children from 

all over Bulgaria and other European countries. 

Municipality of Nevestino, Bulgaria 

Day of Holy Mother (around August 15, Golayama Bogoroditsa) - Struma Sings Folklore 

Festival  

It was first held in 1987, while since 2006 the Municipality of Nevestino has turned it into 

an annual event. It is held at the famous Kadin Bridge within 2 days. This is also the 

Holiday of Nevestino itself. 

ІХ. Traditional lifestyle 

Traditionally, the main food ingredient for local population in the Osogovo Region were 

cereals: rye for the poorer families, wheat (often mixed with rye, barley and oats) for the 

wealthier ones. On an ordinary day, the main food was bread. It was also the main ritual 

component for every custom incl. Xmas, Easter, weddings, funerals, etc. Everyday bread 
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was made with yeast while ritual bread was mostly yeast-less and decorated in special 

ways. People prepared a lot of things with flour: the simplest and oldest dish in the region 

of Kriva Palanka, for example, was the so-called skrob, or mush. The poorer made it only 

with water and salt; the wealthier added fried onions with red pepper or any kind of butter 

they had in the house. Among the traditional cereal dishes, there are also the Zelnik 

(layered pastry with spinach or any other edible green-leaved plant), Yufka and Trano 

(dried pastry which is then boiled), Tiganitsa (fried pastry), and many others. Wheat was 

also boiled as whole grains for ritual purposes, e.g. with sugar for memorial services. 

Out of maze, they made Kachamak (baked mush) in various forms – with butter only, 

with cheese, with bacon, with frid meat, etc. Vegetables were often kept for longer 

consumption dried, as pickles or various cooked salads such as the Lyutenitsa (peppers, 

tomatoes, onions, sometimes aubergines or carrots). People ate with the bread a lot of 

soups or cooked meals with a lot of sauce. These were usually meat-less on an ordinary 

day and with some meat for week-ends or holidays. Very popular was the soup of potatoes 

and peas, or of dried plums, leeks and rice. Dairy products were widely used, from both 

cow’s, sheep’s and goat’s milk. Fruits were also processed for longer preservation; they 

were often dried or used for Kompot (boiled in water with sugar) and various jams. 

In the different parts of the region, they have some specific dishes such is, for example, 

the Simid (small loafs of bread made in special forms and in special way) and the 

Saramskalia (layered pastry with sheep yoghurt and onions) in Kriva Palanka. In Kratovo, 

local people make a special type of pastrmalia (dried pork) and k’cana salt (salt mixed 

with all sorts of dried spring herbs) made by a unique local recipe. Kyustendil has a 

special tradition of preparing spelled bread. 

In the region, there are still operational old-technique facilities for laundry or flour-

grinding. As a part of cultural heritage in Kochani we must point a working water mill in 

the village of Bavchaluk and a fulling mill on Bela River near Kostin Dol Village. 
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Operational water mill and fulling mill may be seen in the village of Stantsi, municipality 

of Kriva Palanka. 

Speaking of traiditional economic practices, animal breeding has always been a main 

occupation for local people. Even though it is somewhat abandoned today, incuding due 

to the depolutation of the mountain settlements, theer are places with a larger number of 

animals. Such is, for instance, the village of Nivichani (Kochani Municipality) where they 

keep about 300 sheep and goats and make delicious cheese which is presently for 

domestic purposes only. 

Traditionally, local people bred sheep and less goats, pigs, cows, oxes, horses and 

donkeys. Each family had as many sheep as they needed for their own use. The herds 

were either looked after by the children of the family or given to a shepherd who looked 

after bigger herds sometimes higher in the mountain. In case the herds were kept closer to 

the village, the owners would go milk them themselves; if not – the shepherd would make 

cheese and return it to the owners together with the livestock. In winter, the animals were 

kept at the houses and fed with barley and oats. Wool was cut from sheep around 

Spasovden (40 days after Easter). Cows and goats were bred mostly for milk from which 

cheese, curd and so on were made. Oxes were bred for the farming activities, pigs – for 

meat. Most families also kept some bee hives for honey. 

Farming has been another traditional occupation for local people, naturally depending on 

the terrain. In the lower parts and the fields surrounding the mountain, there have been 

cereals and the famous rice of Kochani. Pomology has been a main economic branch in all 

parts of the region while potatoes have been the primary culture up in the mountain. 

Traditional agricultural practices were based on the knowing of seasons and the year 

circle. Land was first ploughed right after harvesting and left like this if next year wheat 

will be sown again. Though they usually rotated crops: wheat – maze – wheat, etc. 

Sowing was done in October, after the second ploughing and after the seeds were 

‘sanctified’ in the church. First they sowed rye, 2-3 weeks later – wheat; the barley was 
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sown early in December or even early next spring so that it doesn’t freeze. Oats was sown 

at the end of February, millet for feeding the animals – in the spring. Harvesting started 

two weeks before Petrovden (mid-July). Every worker had his/her own ‘workplace’ or a 

piece of land that was his/her responsibility. Harvested crops were tied in sheafs and left 

for 2-3 days at the field to ‘bake’ in the sun. The threshing was done in a special place 

near the house with a big tree in the middle where the animals were tied to circle around 

(horses, donkeys or oxes). This method was not used on rye because they wanted the 

stems to remain intact for the making of rugs and similar. The clean seeds were put in a 

special store house lifted above the ground so it doesn’t get damp. 

Vegetable gardens were usually arranged close to water sources. They grew garlic, onion, 

peppers, aubergines, cabbage, peas, leeks, potatoes and such, and they sowed flowers 

between the grooves. Vines were grown on sandy soils. The roots were ‘buried’ in soil for 

the winter and ‘unburied’ early in the spring. On the day of St. Trifon (early February), 

the vines were trimmed. During the year, the vineyard was treated several times with 

limewater or similar against parasites. Orchards were also arranged on less fertaile soils 

unsuitable for corns (apples, pears, plums, cherries, apricots, nuts). Melons and water 

melons were sowed in early spring on rich soils and for that they collected seeds from 

especially sweet fruits from the previous year. 

As a tradition and even today, local people collect a lot of non-timber products from 

nature. 67% of the population gather such products and for 10% it is a major occupation. 

They collect forst fruits such as blueberries and briars; herbs (wort, primula, nettle, lime, 

thyme and others) and mushrooms. 

Some local recipes: 

Saramskalii 

Make dough of 700 g white flour, 5 spoons of butter, salt and water. Knead well and 

divide into 16 balls. Roll each ball into a 20-cm circle. Spread butter over each ‘circle’ 

and stick 8 pieces together one ontop the other. Roll the two halves now into rectangles 80 
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x 40 cm and cut each of them in three, then flip three times to get 6 roulades, greasing 

constantly. Put each of these into a separate pan and cut into 7. Bake for 30 minutes at 

200°C. Take out, pour youghourt, sour cream and 3 onions crushed with salt, then leave to 

bake for another 5 minutes. 

Muchkalitsa 

Fry 500-700 g of pork into heated oil. Just before it is done, add chopped onions or leeks 

and some peppers. When they are done, add chooped tomatoes and mushrooms, parsley 

and bay leaves, salt and – if you wish – some red wine. In 10 minutes, the dish is ready to 

serve. 

Kratovo Pastramailia (or Pastramaika) 

Mix 300 g of white flour with 30 g of yeast, some sugar, salt and water; knead and leave 

to rise. Then knead again and leave for some more time. When it is ready, spread it in the 

baking pot you have (one big or several smaller) and fill with chopped meat, onions and 

anything else you’d like to add. Bake at 300°C, consume with red wine.  
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Annex 2 

PASSPORTS OF SELECTED SITES       1. 

Name of site Locality of Tstotsev Kamen 

Settlement/Municipality Shopsko Rudare Village / Kratovo Municipality 

Address/Location About 20 km Northwest of the village; 

 GPS: 42. 45453,  21. 59 996 

Special status (if any) Cultural Monument protected by Law 

Dating Over 20000 years ago 

Description The locality includes a large rock with several caves. Inside, there are 

the remains of a Paleolithic household. In the Neolithic period, there 

was a whole settlement here. During the Bronze Age, here used to 

exist a sanctuary dedicated to the God of wine, Dyonisius. This is 

proven by the three stone tubs discovered in the second level cave that 

are typical for the worshipping of grapes and wine. Above the cave, 

there was a stone basin that was being filled with water at certain 

times of the year, for ceremonial purposes. The site had a watch spot, 

a small gate and a large well fortified gate. At the rear, archaeologists 

have discovered explicit samples of rock art. 

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors  Not organized for visits  

Remarks  Access if difficult 

Photos 
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2. 

Name of site Pautalia Fortress (Hisarlaka Fortress) 

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location Hissarlaka Hill, 2 km Southeast of the town center;  

GPS: 42.266067, 22.679492 

Special status (if any) Monument of Culture of National Importance 

Dating End og the 4
th

 – beginning of the 5
th

 c. 

Description This was the citadel of the Roman town of Pautalia. It existed all 

the way to the Middle Ages and the conquering of these lands by 

the Ottoman Empire. The fortress covers an area of 2.12 ha, 117 x 

175 m. It has 14 circular, triangular and rectangular towers and 

two gates. The main gate is located in the eastern wall, close to the 

main road. The fortress walls were 1.6 to 3 m thick and probably 

up to 10 m high, with the towers reaching 12 m. It is being 

currently restored by the Kyustendil Municipality. 

Related tourist services In process of development 

Open to visitors At this point, anyone can just go and see the site 

Remarks Not 100% ready for visits 

Photos 
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3. 

Name of site Roman Baths 

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location 
At the town center (next to Ahmed Bey Mosque);  

GPS: 42.281385, 22.693376 

Special status (if any) Monument of Archaeology of National Importance 

Dating 2
nd

 – 3
rd

 c. AD 

Description The baths were seupposedly part of a larger health complex called 

Asklepion. It covers and area of 3000 sq. m and the building has a 

rectangular shape. Nine of the premises have been explored and six 

exhibited; they all have a water-supply system (called hypocaust) 

and use the warm mineral springs. Floors and walls were paneled 

with marble tiles; niches and pools were constructed at some 

places. These baths are the secons largest found on the territory of 

Bulgaria and the most interesting in terms of construction 

techniques and organization. 

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors The baths have been exhibited for every passenger to see; there is no 

admittance regime 

Remarks  Better protection is needed; the site is littered 

Photos 
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4. 

Name of site Kratovo Architectural Complex 

Settlement/Municipality Kratovo Town / Kratovo Municipality 

Address/Location Mostly at the town center; GPS: 42. 35075, 22. 31213 

Special status (if any) Cultural Monument protected by Law 

Dating Not certain, supposedly the towers and some of the bridges were 

built somewhere in the Middle Ages; many of the traditional houses 

date to the 19
th

 c. 

Description Kratovo is often called “An Open-Air Museum”, or “The Town of 

Towers and Bridges”.  

In the center of the town one can find the so-called Ayduchka 

Charshia (the Main Street), with the typical craftsmen and 

merchants’ shops and small streets called Sokatsi leaving in 

different directions. Local masters offered pottery, metal-

processing, sewing and other services; making of shoes and horse 

saddles. It was a place of beauty, colours and wealth. 6 of the 

former 13 towers of the town have been preserved today. It is 

believed that all the towers were connected via secret underground 

tunnels which unfortunately have not survived till the present day. 

The towers were used by the Ottoman rulers but were abandoned 

after the Liberation. Today they carry the names of their last 

inhabitants (Simikeva, Zlatkova, Saat, Srezska, Krasteva, and 

Atsikostova).  

The town has 12 bridges. The best known among those is Radin 

Bridge which is renovated today. From the preserved houses with 

traditional architecture, one should mention the Saray House, 

Bidikova House, the old Turkish Hamam (Bath), the Turkish prison 
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and others. 

The typical old Kratovo architecture (from the 17
th

-18
th

 c.) has a 

ground floor with thick stone walls and an upper floor with oriels 

and balconies and richly ornamented facades.  

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors No admittance regime 

Remarks This is a unique complex, not sufficiently promoted 

Photos 
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5. 

Name of site Ahmed Bey Mosque 

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location At the town center (Stefan Karadzha Str.); 

 GPS: 42.281385, 22.693376 

Special status (if any) Monument of Archutecture and Culture of National Importance 

Dating Mid 15
th

 c. 

Description According to some sources, it was built over the remains of an older 

Christian temple named Sveta Nedelya. The mosque was re-

constructed and expanded in 1734. Today, the original exterior is 

visible only in the preserved arcade over the entrance with three 

small domes. The outer walls are decorated with bricks which was 

typical for the medieval Bulgarian architecture.  

Related tourist services It is currently used for exhibitions of the Regional Historcial 

Museum 

Open to visitors Tuesday to Saturday: 9.30 – 12; 12.30 - 17 (Summer season up to 18) 

Remarks Managed by the Regional Historic Museum of Kyustendil 

Photos 
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6. 

Name of site Dervish Bath 

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location At the town center (Crossroad of Tsar Ivan Shishman, Bitolska & 

Moris Levi Str.); GPS:42.2833950, 22.689078 

Special status (if any) Monument of Archutecture and Culture of Local Importance 

Dating 1556 

Description The bath was used actively for over 400 years, up until 1992. It was 

one of nine similar baths existing on the territory of Kyustendil. Two 

brick inscriptions on the façade – 1604 and 1835 – show the dates of 

supposed renovation works on the building. It was completely 

restored in 2005 and is a part of the National Architectural and 

Archaeological Reserve of Pautalia – Velbazhd – Kyustendil 

designated in 1977. 

Related tourist services Meant to be used as a permanent exhibition hall. 

Open to visitors Not open – needs renovation 

Remarks This is a unique historical site; should be open to visitors  

Photos 
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7. 

Name of site Pirkova Tower 

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location At the town center (Prof. Kiril Tsonev Str.);  

GPS: 42.281385, 22.693376 

Special status (if any) Monument of Archutecture and Culture of National Importance 

Dating Supposedly the end of the 14
th

 – beginning of the 15
th

 c. 

Description The name comes from the Greek ‘pirgos’ which actually means 

‘tower’. The tower is mostly rectangular, with dimensions 8.25 m x 

8.35 m and height of 15 m. The ground floor was once used as a store-

room. The first floor has an entrance from the north side, a stone 

firelace for heating on the south side, and two vents. The second floor 

was used as living premise and has a fireplace, 2 niches and again some 

vents. The third floor had defensive functions. Experts believe that the 

Pirkova Tower is a fine example of the architectural models of the 

medieval town of Velbazhd. It was restored in 2009. 

Related tourist services Meant to be used as a permanent exhibition hall. 

Open to visitors Not opened  

Remarks Things have to be settled as to the opening regime 
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8.  

Name of site Kadin Bridge 

Settlement/Municipality Nevestino Vilage / Nevestino Municipality 

Address/Location At the village center; GPS: 42.256249, 22.853685 

Special status (if any) Monument of Architecture of National Importance 

Dating 1470 

Description The impressive bridge over Struma River is 100 m long and has 5 

arches, the biggest in the middle. It is made of enormous stone blocks 

and covered with granite plates. In each of the columns, there is a 

‘window’ left open for the water to pass when the river is high. A 

granite plate on the eastern railing of the bridge shows the year of its 

construction and the name of Isak Pasha who ordered it. It has 

beautiful lighting in the night, revealing further its magnificence.  

Related tourist services Struma Sings Festival in the Autumn 

Open to visitors N/A 

Remarks More promotion is needed 

Photos 
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9. 

Name of site Elenets Monastery 

Settlement/Municipality Tsera Vilage / Makedonska Kamenitsa Municipality 

Address/Location 
At about 5 km north of the village; 

 GPS: 42. 35139,  22. 31 179 

Special status (if any) N/A 

Dating 1880 

Description There is actualy evidence that a cult site existed here as early as Roman 

times. The present-day complex was erected over the ancient remains. 

The name of the monastery is Pokrov na Presevta Bogoroditsa but 

everybody calls it Elenets Monastery which is the name of the beautiful 

locality. On the Holiday of Pokrov Bogorodichen, there is a big 

religious celebration. 

Related tourist services National Pnsioneers’ Meeting of Macedonia in beginning of June; 

Meeting of Emigrants; some accommodation is available at the 

Monastery 

Open to visitors No admittance regime 

Remarks The road to the monastery has been renovated recently 

Photos 
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10. 

Name of site Church of Sveta Petka / Sveta Paraskeva 

Settlement/Municipality Selnik Village / Delchevo Municipality 

Address/Location At the village center; GPS:41.595263, 22.431779 

Special status (if any) Cultural Monument protected by Law 

Dating Between the 14
th

 and the 16
th

 c. 

Description It is the oldest church in the area of Delchevo. A one-nave building 

covered with stone tiles. Three layers of murals have been 

discovered inside, the oldest dating from the 14
th

 c. The church and 

the bell-tower have been partially renovated a few years ago. The 

church holiday is on Petkovden (18 or 27 October). 

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors With preliminary arrangements 

Remarks  N/A 

Photos 
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11. 

Name of site Monastery of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski 

Settlement/Municipality Kriva Palanka Town / Kriva Palanka Municipality 

Address/Location 3 km from Kriva Palanka; GPS: 42.208606, 22.362345 

Special status (if any) Cultural Monument protected by Law 

Dating Supposedly 11th c. AD 

Description It is believed that the monastery was founded by the monk Theofan 

who brought the holy remains of St. Yoakim here. The main 

monastery church of Sveti Yoakim was probably first built in the late 

13th c.; the present-day building is the work of a famous master 

called Andrea Damyanov and was erected in the 40s of the 19th c. 

Four painters worked on the church murals. The main church is a 

three-nave basilica with 12 domes (7 smaller and 5 bigger) and is 

built of stone from Rankovce Village. The other church - Rozhdestvo 

na Presveta Bogoroditsa was built in the 11th c. and renovated first in 

the 16th c. and then in the late 19th c.; most of the murals are new. 

The Monastery holiday is held each year on 28.08 (the Day of Holy 

Mother of God) and is attended by hundreds of pilgrims from 

Macedonia and Serbia. 

Related tourist services The monastery complex offers accommodation and catering. There is 

a small info-desk that also sells souvenirs. Events at the monastery: 

June - Wood-carving planer; International Architecture School; 25-

27 August - International Folklore Festival of Sveti Yoakim 

Osogovski; 29 August – Day of St. Yoakim Osogovski; September - 

International Art Planer of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski 

Open to visitors No particular admittance regime 

Remarks It is the beating heart of cultural and spiritual life of Kriva Palanka 

and the vicinity  
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Photos 
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12. 

Name of site Monastery of Sveti Gavril Lesnovski 

Settlement/Municipality Lesnovo Village / Probishtip Municipality 

Address/Location 
At the village center; GPS: 42, 04769,  22. 134185 

Special status (if any) Cultural Monument protected by Law  

Dating Supposedly 11th c. AD 

Description The origin of the monastery is related to a local legend according to 

which four hermits used to live on this spot in the middle of the 11
th

 c. – 

Ivan Rilski, Prohor Pchinski, Yoakim Osogovski and Gavril Lesnovski. 

After 30 years of fasting and prayers, they decided to find their 

individual paths. Ivan Rilski went to Rila Mountains in Bulgaria and 

founded the Rila Monastery; Prohor Pchinski went to Pchinya in Serbia 

and founded the Pchinya Monastery; Yoakim Osogovski founded the 

Osogovo Monastery near Kriva Palanka, while Gavril Lesnovski decided 

to stay and founded the Lesnovo Monastery. 

The monastery church of Sveti Arhangel Mihail was built in the 14
th

 c. 

over the remains of an older church from the early 11
th

 c. The living 

monastery quarters were built in the 19
th

 c. and reconstructed in the late 

20
th

 c., together with the 4-floor bell-tower carrying the 340-kg bell. 

Between the 12
th

 and the 14
th

 c., the Lesnovo-Kratovo Literature School 

was hosted in the monastery. Hundreds of pieces of literature were being 

written, re-written, translated and kept here. In parallel, painting, 

iconography and carving were also developing in the monastery. Of 

special value today are the murals in the monastery church, as well as the 

iconostasis made in the period 1811-1814.  

It is used by a monks’ order which practices hermitage in the surrounding 
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caves. One should mention the cave church of Sveta Bogoroditsa in the 

Kolarsko locality just 1 km from the village. Inside, there is a stone 

mural of the Holy Mohter and Jesus Christ dating to the 14
th

 c. as per the 

inscription. There are more such sacred places in the caves around 

Lesnovo but not open to visitors. 

Traditionally, the Monastery holiday is celebrated on 28 January but 

there is also a big celebration on 21 September, the Day of Malka 

Bogoroditsa. 

Related tourist services Рenovated former school (hostel, ethno-museum) and traditional 

restaurant with shop of local products nearby 

Open to visitors  No special admittance regime 

Remarks  There is a trail connecting the Lesnovo and the Osogovo Monastery; 

should be promoted better 

Photos 
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13. 

Name of site Monastery of Sveti Panteleymon 

Settlement/Municipality Panteley Village / Kochani Municipality 

Address/Location On a hil right above the village; GPS: 41. 58379,  22.18 3611 

Special status (if any) Cultural Monument protected by Law 

Dating Second half of the 19
th

 c. 

Description In the whole complex, the oldest building is the monastery church of 

Sveta Bogoroditsa from 1872 – a small one-nave construction of 

stone. According to some sources, it was erected over the remains of 

an older church from the 16
th

 c. The big church of Sveti Panteleymon 

was built in 1875 and it is a three-nave building with semi-round 

domes. In the complex, there is also a small spring-well with healing 

water, while some 100 m below the monastery, another spring is 

present at a sacred oak tree, with a specific taste and aroma. The 

monastery holiday is on 8-9 August when there are massive 

celebrations at the spot. 

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors No special admittance regime 

Remarks Should be promoted better together with the neighbouring villages 

with traditional architecture  

Photos 
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14. 

Name of site Uspenie Bogorodichno Metropolitan Church 

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location At the town center (Demokratsia Str.); GPS:42.279736,22.688232 

Special status (if any) Monument of Architecture and Art of National Importance 

Dating 1816 

Description It was constructed on the spot of a medieval church named Sveti 

Nikola. It is a three-nave pseudo-basilica with one apse and wooden 

roof. In 1883, they built a bell-tower north of the church, rectangular 

in shape and 10 m high. In 1933, two narthexes were added to the 

north and west, together with a candle-making workshop and 

ossuary. Of great value are the altar gates of the female compartment 

from the 16
th

-17
th

 c., and some icons from the 19
th

 c., work of 

represenattives of the Bansko School of Art. 

The Old Cell School built in the second half of the 19
th

 c. in the 

southern part of the churchyard, has now been restored and is used 

for various cultural events. 

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors 9.00 to 17.00 

Remarks  N/A 

Photos 
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15. 

Name of site Sveti Mina Church 

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location Western part of Kyustendil (Between Tsar Osvoboditel and Hadji 

Yoakim Str.); GPS: 42.276858, 22.679586 

Special status (if any) N/A 

Dating 1859 

Description The older church is a three-nave pseud-basilica built as a part of a 

monastery complex, with an underground chapel and a sacred spring 

(Ayazmo). In 1934, a newer church was built next to the older one, 

using the great cathedral of Sveti Aleksandar Nevski in Sofia as a 

model. The building is quite impressive, on two floors and richly 

decorated.  

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors No, only with preliminary arrangement 

Remarks N/A 

Photos 
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16. 

Name of site Sveti Luka Monastery 

Settlement/Municipality Village of Granitsa / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location 4 km southeast of the village; GPS:42.236667, 22.722222 

Special status (if any) Monument of Culture of Local Importance 

Dating 10
th

 c. 

Description The monastery church is a one-nave one-apse building without a 

dome. The bell-tower stands right next to it, as well as the 

dormitories; there is a small fountain in the yard. It was ruined 

manifold and finally restored in the mid-20
th

 c. The Monastery 

Holiday is celebrated on October 18. 

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors No special admittance regime 

Remarks N/A 

Photos 
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17. 

Name of site Regional Historical Museum of Acad. Yordan Ivanov 

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location 
At the town center (Bulgaria Blvd.); GPS: 42.287 222, 22 698931 

Special status (if any) N/A 

Dating Not important 

Description The museum presents the historical heritage of the area of Kyustendil 

from the first traces of civilization to the modern history. It has the 

following expositions: Archeology; Numismatics; Ethnology; 

Folklore; History of Bulgarian Lands (15
th

 – 19
th

 c.); New and 

Modern History; Monuments of Culture 

Related tourist services Guided tours 

Open to visitors Wednesday to Sunday: 9 – 12; 12.30 – 17 (Summer season up to 18)  

Remarks  The huge and very beautiful building of the former tobacco factory 

that belongs to the museum should be put into use as soon as possbile 

Photos 
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18. 

Name of site Dimitar Peshev Museum House  

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location At the town center (Tsar Simeon I Str.); GPS: 42.2833950,22.689079 

Special status (if any) Monument of Culture of Local Importance 

Dating Not important 

Description The house was restored and opened to visitors in 2002 as a result of a 

joint initiative of Kyustendil Municipality and the Embassador of 

Israel in Bulgaria, to commemorate the famous politician who had a 

very important role for the saving of Bulgarian Jews. The museum 

house has permanent exhibitions of personal belongings, photos and 

documents who tell about the life story and the deeds of this 

renowned citizen of Kyustendil. 

Related tourist services Guiding 

Open to visitors Monday to Sunday: 9.30 – 12; 12.30 - 17 (Summer season up to 18) 

Remarks Managed by the Regonal Historic Museum of Kyustendil 

Photos 
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19. 

Name of site Ilyo Voivoda Museum House  

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location At the town center (Tsar Osvoboditel Str.);  

GPS: 42.28178601,22.697303 

Special status (if any) N/A 

Dating The 70s of the 19
th

 c. 

Description The house used to belong to Ilyo Markov, a hero of the struggles for 

liberation of Bulgarian people from the Ottoman Rule. It hosts a 

permanent exhibition devoted to these struggles in the area of 

Kyustendil. Together with two other restored houses of Kyustendil 

heroes – Konstantin Popgeorgiev – Berovski and Tonche 

Kadinmostki, they form a specific National Revival complex. 

Related tourist services Guiding 

Open to visitors Monday to Friday: 9.30 – 12; 12.30 - 17 (Summer season up to 18) 

Remarks Managed by the Regonal Historic Museum of Kyustendil 

Photos 
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20. 

Name of site Enfiedzhieva Museum House  

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location Close to the town center (Gorotsvetna Str.);  

GPS: 42.277715,22.687672 

Special status (if any) Monument of Architecture of Local Importance 

Dating 1874 

Description The house used to belong to Hristo Lazov, who was a local master 

craftsman and a cultural activist. Now it hosts the permanent 

exhibition called “Urban Culture and Mode of Life of the Citizens 

of Kyustendil at the End of the 19
th

 and Beginning of the 20
th

 c.” 

Related tourist services Guiding 

Open to visitors Monday to Friday: 9.30 – 12; 12.30 - 17 (Summer season up to 18) 

Remarks Managed by the Regonal Historic Museum of Kyustendil 

Photos 
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21. 

Name of site Sveti Georgi Museum Complex 

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location Kolusha Quarter; GPS: 42.270815, 22.676872 

Special status (if any) Monument of Archutecture and Art of National Importance; one of 

the 100 National Tourist Sites of Bulgaria 

Dating End of the 10
th

 – beginning of the 11
th

 c. 

Description This is one of the most important medieval monuments in Bulgarian 

lands. According to some sources, it hosts the grave of the Bulgarian 

Tsar Mihail III Shishman who was killed in the battle for Kyustendil 

in 1330. During Ottoman Rule, the church was destroyed to the 

basements of the arches, and restored in 1878-1880. It is a small 

cross-domes church, 10 x 8.70 m. Both the medieval and renaissance 

murals visible are of great artistic value. The church and the cell 

school in its yard were renovated in 2009. The latter hosts replicas of 

some of the murals that were taken down during restoration to reveal 

the lower levels of paintings, as well as an exhibition of icons and old 

books. 

Related tourist services Guiding 

Open to visitors Monday to Sunday: 9.30 – 12; 12.30 - 17 (Summer season up to 18) 

Remarks Managed by the Regonal Historic Museum of Kyustendil 
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22. 

Name of site Vladimir Dimitrov the Master Art Gallery 

Settlement/Municipality Kyustendil Town / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location Close to the town center (Patriarh Evtimi Str.);  

GPS:42,282 46, 22 688 7524 

Special status (if any) One of the 100 National Tourist Sites of Bulgaria 

Dating Not important 

Description Vladimir Dimitrov called ‘The Master’ is one of the greatest artists of 

Bulgaria ever, and he was born in Kyustendil. The first exhibition of 

50 of his works was opened in 1944 in the Ahmed Bey Mosque. In 

1959 the exhibition became part of the Kyustendil Art Gallery opened 

in the Jewish Sinagogue building. The present building of the gallery 

was erected in 1972 to celebrate the 90
th

 anniversary of The Master. It 

has about 3400 art pieces now, incl. 1357 of Vladimir Dimitrov. It also 

has 8 exposition halls, 1 meeting hall and 2 more halls for temporary 

exhibitions. 

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors 9.00 to 17.00 on Week-days 

Remarks The building is now practically hard to find as it is ‘hidden’ among 

trees, other buildings, coffee-shops and childrens’ playgrounds 

Photos 

  

 



93 

 

23. 

Name of site Vladimir Dimitrov the Master Complex 

Settlement/Municipality Shishkovtsi Village / Kyustendil Municipality 

Address/Location At the village center; GPS:42.2824684, 226887524 

Special status (if any) N/A 

Dating Not important 

Description The Vladimir Dimitrov House Monument was opened in 1972 to 

celebrate the 90
th

 birthday of the artist, and it was a representative 

Community Center with a theatre hall, library, exhibition, meeting 

and ritual halls, coffee-shop and administrative premises. The 

building was renovated in 1982, and the exhibition hall is now part of 

the Kyustenidl Art Gallery of Vladimir Dimitrov. 

The museum house of Vladimir Dimitrov was opened in 1982 to 

celebrate the 100
th

 anniversary of The Master. This is the house 

where he lived and created his masterpieces in the period 1926-1944. 

It keeps the atmosphere of the time when the artist lived here, plus 

documents related to his great legacy. 

Related tourist services Shishkovtsi Village is now the host of the annual International 

Balkan Folklore Fest called Colourful Rug held every September 

Open to visitors Mon-Sat: 9.30 – 17.00 

Remarks  N/A 

Photos 
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24. 

Name of site Delchevo Museum 

Settlement/Municipality Delchevo Town / Delchevo Municipality 

Address/Location 
At the town center ( Svetozar Markovich Str.);  

GPS: 41. 574611,  22.462220 

Special status (if any) N/A 

Dating Not important 

Description The museum was opened in 2001 and has two sections: Archaeology 

and Ethnography. The first one exhibits artifacts from the Neolithic 

Period (5000 BC) to the late Middle Ages (14
th

 c.): items of everyday 

use, of festive and ritual character and others. The second exhibit 

shows items that were in use in the 19
th

 and early 20
th

 c. 

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors With preliminary arrangements 

Remarks Hard to find information 

Photos 
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25. 

Name of site Kratovo Museum 

Settlement/Municipality Kratovo Town / Kratovo Municipality 

Address/Location At the town center (Gorgi Kratovski Str.); GPS:42.079632,22.173511 

Special status (if any) Cultural Monument protected by Law 

Dating Not important 

Description The museum of Kratovo is located in the building of the Old Turkish 

‘Konak’ (administrative center), which is a cultural landmark in itself. 

It has an archaeological exposition showing items found through 

excavations in the area, and aan ethnological expositions with local 

costumes, jewelry and decorations, crafts products, etc. 

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors With preliminary arrangements 

Remarks   

Photos 
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26. 

Name of site Kriva Palanka Museum 

Settlement/Municipality Kriva Palanka Town / Kriva Palanka Municipality 

Address/Location At the town center (The Old Charshia Str.);  

GPS: 42.12288,  22.194387 

Special status (if any) N/A 

Dating Not important 

Description The museum of Kriva Palanka is very new and has been a successful 

local initiative launched by the previous mayor of the municipality. 

The building has been renovated under a cross-border cooperation 

project and is quite attractive. The museum has an archaeological and 

ethnographic sections with exhibits from the area. 

Related tourist services N/A 

Open to visitors With preliminary arrangements 

Remarks  Very scarce information available 

Photos 
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Annex 3 

INFORMATION SOURCES 

Publications: 

Sacral Heritage of the Crossborder Region Kriva Palanka – Dupnitsa, brochure, 2012 

Slavishki Collection of Research Reports (Славишки Зборник) – Vol. 1 & Vol. 2, City 

Museum of Kriva Palanka, 2009 

20-Centuries of Kriva Reka Life Span (Дваесет вековно криворечко животечение), 

Milosh Velichkovski 

Guide around  the Cultural Values of Kochani and the Area (Водич низ културните 

ценности на Кочани и Кочанско), Ilinka Atanasova, Vasil Angelov, 2002 

Monastery Complex of Sveti Panteleymon (Манастирски комплекс Свети 

Пантелеjмон), Kiro Gerasimov, 2002 

The Ancient City of Kratovo through the Ages (Древниот град Кратово низ вековите), 

Stefan Kotsevski, 2003 

1000 years of Lesnovo (1000 години Лесново). Stoyan Stefanovski-Lesnovski, 2003 

Kyustendil Encyclopaedic Vocabulary (Кюстендил – Енциклопедичен речник), 1988 

Archaeoloigcal Monuments of Kyustendil Area (Археологически паметници от 

Кюстендилско), Veneta Genadieva, Stefan Chohadzhiev, 2003 

Digitalized Beauty Catalogue (Каталог „Дигитализирана красота“, No Frontiers 21 

Century Association and the Assembly of Associations for Technical Culture National 

Technique of Strumica, 2014 
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Together Along the Holy Places of the Osogovo Mountain Guide (Пътеводител „Заедно 

по свещените места на планината Осогово“), Regional Historical Museum of 

Kyustendil, 2013 

Tracking Takes and Legends Guide (Пътеводител „По пътя на преданията и 

легендите“), Regional Historical Museum of Kyustendil, 2013  

Festival of Traditional Culture in the Kyustendil – Kriva Palanka Crossborder Region 

(Фестивал на традиционната култура в трансграничния регион Кюстендил – Крива 

Паланка), Regional Historical Museum of Kyustendil, 2013 

Cultural Heritage Without Borders (Културно наследство без граници), Regional 

Historical Museum of Kyustendil, 2013 

Cultural Heritage in Kyustendil – Nevestino – Bobov Dol – Kriva Palanka Cross-Border 

Region (Културното наследство в трансграничния регион Кюстендил – Невестино – 

Бобов дол – Крива Паланка), Regional Historical Museum of Kyustendil, 2013 

Web sites: 

www.zels.org.mk (Association of local governments in Macedonia; Заедница на 

единиците на локална самоуправа на Република Македония) 

http://www.kulturni-nastani.mk   

www.digital-culture.eu 

www.holyplaces-kn.com 

http://www.delcevo.gov.mk/ 

http://probistip.gov.mk/ 

http://rankovce.gov.mk/ 

http://www.opstinakratovo.gov.mk/ 
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http://cesinovo-oblesevo.gov.mk/ 

http://www.makedonskakamenica.gov.mk/ 

http://www.kocani.gov.mk/ 

http://www.krivapalanka.gov.mk/ 

http://www.kustendil.bg/ 

www.obshtinanevestino.kncity.info/ 

http://www.northeastregion.gov.mk/ 

Stakeholders: 

Municipalities of Cheshinovo-Obleshevo, Delchevo, Kochani, Kratovo, Kriva Palanka, 

Makedonska Kamenitsa, Probishtip and Rankovce, Macedonia; Municipalities of 

Kyustendil and Nevestino, Bulgaria 

Regional Historic Museum of Kyustendil 

Cultural Center of Kriva Palanka  

Vera Yotsik Association for Culture and Art, Makedonska Kamenitsa 

Gotse Delchev Association for Culture and Art, Delchevo 

Association for Studying Rock Art, Kratovo 

Pautalia Dance Ensemble, town of Kyustendil 

Strumyantche Children’s Dance Ensemble, town of Kyustendil 

Kyustendil Guitar Orchestra, town of Kyustendil 

Children’s Musical School of Kyustendil 

Regional Crafts Chamber, Kyustendil 
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Annex 4 

ANALYSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The region of Osogovo, as one mountain, can mostly be defined as a joint unit in terms of 

historical and cultural heritage, with certain variations resulting from the passing of 

boundaries at certain points. The region in the broader context, as defined in the ToR of 

the current project (the whole territories of the included municipalities) is not so 

homogenous because it also covers parts of other geographical units such as Konyavska 

and Maleshevska Mountains, Piyanets, etc. The general issue, however, is that it is very 

rich in terms of culture and history but very unknown and un-promoted. The rich heritage 

is very much not valorized. 

If the findings are to be summarized here, it would look in the following way: 

History 

The region has had a long, turbulent and very interesting history which is neither studied 

well enough nor taught and promoted. Part of the shortcomings are due to the Iron Curtain 

and the under-development and isolation of the this whole border area for many years in 

the 20
th

 c., which came after a period of neibour conflicts and battles, and limitations 

imposed on local people by the bigger powers of the day. This is a field where great 

opportunities for cooperation are available. 

Archaeology 

The region has been inhabited since prehistoric times and there are valuable remains from 

the Neolithic, Eneolithic, Bronze and Iron Ages, none of which has actually been 

exhibited. Of special attention is the locality of Tsotsev Kamen near the village of 

Shopsko Rudare, Kratovo Municipality in Macedonia, with the rock drawings from 25000 

ago.  
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Roman heritage is the most abundant in the region, and the pearl here is undoubtedly the 

town of Pautalia (today’s Kyustendil) with the Acropolis on Hisarlaka Hill, the numerous 

remains of fine buildings with mozaics and decorations and – of course – the second 

largest Asklepion in the Roman World. There are other sites from that era that also 

deserve attention such as the three sites in Kochani Municipality – Bela Tsarkva (Orizari), 

Dolno Gradishte and Lokubiya (town of Kochani) or the Kalata locality at Kalimantsi 

Dam in Makedonska Kamenitsa Municipality. As a fine example of Roman-time 

fortifications, we could quote the Gradishte locality near the Opila Village in Rankovce 

Municipality. 

Of great interest historically is the mining tradition in the region which also has its roots in 

the Roman period, with registered remains in the municipalities of Probishtip, 

Makedonska Kamenitsa, Kyustendil and others. 

Medieval heritage is less represented as evidence although it is quite certain that the area 

has not been less populated at that time. The medieval town of Velbazhd (the heir of 

Roman Pautalia) had undoubtedly a very important role in the connections through the 

Balkans. The church of Sveti Georgi in Kyustendil is one of the finest samples of that 

period. A few other small medieval churches, more or less preserved, are scattered around 

the area, such as the ones in Razhdavitsa Village (Kyustendil Municipality) and Pastuh 

Village (Nevestino Municipality). 

Medieval towers stand sround the area as tokens of history. Such are the towers of the 

towns of Kratovo and Kochani, the village of Chiflik (Delchevo Municipality) and the 

Pirkova Tower in the town of Kyustendil. 

Mining traditions were kept and developed in the Middle Ages, and there are traces of 

them (incl. ore melting facilities) in the municipalities of Makedonska Kamenitsa, 

Kratovo and Kriva Palanka. The history of the whole area of Makedonska Kamenitsa is 

closely related to the Sasi people who came in the Middle Ages from Germany and 

Hungary and settled here; they were known for their mining skills. 
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A renowned Medieval symbol, though already from the years of Ottoman Rulem is the 

Kadin Bridge in Nevestino Village. It is not only the emblem of the municipality and a 

historical landmark; it is a focus of legends and myths as well as modern event site. 

Architecture 

Samples of the traditional architecture from the Renaissance Period have been preserved 

around the region, although some of them – in the villages – are in a very poor condition 

and may soon be lost. There are places where these cultural monuments have been 

maintained and renovated during the years, such as some of the museum houses in 

Kyustendil or the traditional houses in Kratovo. There are also specific samples of 

interesting architecture like Dervish Bath and the Ahmed Bey Mosque in Kyustendil. 

Religious sites 

The late Renaissnace period was marked by the desire of local Christians to portray their 

faith and – hence – by the construction of numerous churches and monasteries, many of 

which were build over the remains of older temples. The jewels of religious heritage are 

undoubtedly the Monastery of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski in Kriva Palanka and the 

Monastery of Sveti Gavril Lesnovski in Lesnovo Village, Probishtip Municipality. The 

two saints themselves are very dear to local people, and there many legends and stories 

about their good deeds and their greatness.  

Among the other religious sites, interest also deserve the Monastery of Sveti Panteleymon 

in Panteley Village, Kochani Municipality; the so-called Elenets Monastery above the 

village of Tsera, Makedonska Kamenitsa Municipality; the church of Gorgi Kratovski in 

the twon of Kratovo; the church of Uspenie Bogorodichno in the town of Kyustendil and 

many others. These are not only important because of their place among heritage 

landmarks; they are dear to local people and have modern life through the many events – 

religious and secular – that are being held there. 

Museums 
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Among the 10 municipalities of the explored region, Kyustendil is undoubtedly the town 

of museums, although Kratovo itself is widely known as the biggest open-air museum of 

the area. The Regional Historical Museum of Kyustendil is an important institution and 

center of historical and ethnographic knowledge about Osogovo and the wider area. The 

five other museum sites it manages create together a full picture of the rich past and 

present of the region. 

The personal heritage of one of the greatest Balkan and European artists of the early 20
th

 

c. – Vladimir Dimitrov the Master – deserves special attention. Unfortunately his works, 

the Art Gallery bearing his name and his museum house in the village of Shishkovtsi are 

far from receiving the attention thay should be given. 

The museums in the Macedonian part of the region: the historical museums of Kratovo, 

Delchevo and Kriva Palanka and the museum collections of Kochani and Probishtip keep 

valuable samples of the heritage of the region but are unfortunately hard to visit and 

sometimes even to find. 

Folklore  

Folklore heritage of the area is part of, and closely connected to the ethnographic area of 

Shopluk / the Shopi ethnos. This heritage may not be unique but is interesting and 

valuable to keep. It includes various beliefs and rituals related to the ordinary things and 

events in life (incl. birth, death, wedding, etc.); specific holidays and celebrations that 

present a colourful mixture of Christian beliefs and old pagan rituals (e.g. Badnik, Surva, 

Babinden, Prikladi, Todoritsa, Easter, and many others). 

The myths and legends of some parts of the area have recently been explored and 

archived. In the other parts, however, this still needs to be done, or a large part of the 

specific folklore heritage of Osogovo will be lost. 

The music and dances are typical of the Shopi group but at the periphery other 

ethnographic influences start to appear, like for instance the Maleshevo influence to the 
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south of Delchevo. Local costumes are probably one of the best preserved parts of the 

heritage – there are still many families who have their own inheritance; the museums have 

good collections; and the folkore ensembles also demonstrate and promote traditions. 

Cultural Agenda 

The cultural agenda of the area is quite rich and varied. There are the folklore events 

(festivals, contests) that promote local folklore but also attract participants from other 

parts of the Balkans. Such are the Golachki Folklore Meetings in Delchevo, the 

International Folklore Festival of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski in Kriva Palanka, the Balkan 

Rug Festival in the village of Shishkovtsi and the Struma Sings Festival in Nevestino. 

Various art events compile a big percentage of the cultural agenda, incl. the DAF (the 

Amateur Theatre Festival) in Kochani; the Theatrical Festival of Sveti Yoakim Osogovski 

in Kriva Palanka; the art planers in Kochani, Kratovo (for children), Kriva Palanka 

(together with the wood-carving planer and the architecture school); Lesnovo Monastery. 

Contemporary music is also present in the agenda, with the JOY Rock Fest in Kriva 

Palanka, the True Sound of Kamenitsa festival of street culture or the July White Night in 

Probishtip.  The International Chamber Music Academy in Kyustendil is also something 

deserving attention. There are the Days of the Municipalities and of separate towns and 

villages that have their own cultural agenda including concerts, contests, bazaars and other 

jouful events for the citizens. Almost every municipality has some major sport contest. 

Some events are very specific and, as such, must be given special attention – e.g. the 

Cherry Festival and the Fertility Holiday in Kyustendil; the Piyanets-Maleshevo Wedding 

in Delchevo; the Days of Kochani Rice; the Brides’ Pilgrimage on Todoritsa at the church 

of Sveti Theodor Tiron in Konopnitsa Village, Kriva Palanka Municipality; the National 

Meetings of Pensioners at Elenets Monastery (village of Tsera, Makedonska Kamenitsa 

Municipality) with the contest of Grandma’s Pastry. Such a contest is also held in the 

town of Probishtip. 

Traditional lifestyle 
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Many traditional practices of local life have naturally been lost with time and 

modernization but a lot has been preserved, too. This is especially true for the local 

cuisine which is delicious, attractive and makes the best of local products. 

Recommendations 

- Organize an in-depth research of folklore heritage, especially tales, myths and 

legends, of the whole area, to complete what has already been started in some 

parts. 

- Socialize and promote all museums better, so that they are easy to find, visitor-

friendly and fulfill their main purpose of keeping and promoting local heritage. 

- Continue/finalize research on important archaeological sites in order to enrich the 

historical ‘dossier’ of the region. 

- Socialize and promote the best samples of archaeology, architecture and religious 

heritage. 

- Use modern technologies to help preserve the cultural and historical heritage of the 

area (present web sites for example are not very user-friendly and some are not 

optimized and easy to find). 

- Enrich the cultural agenda of the area by introducing demonstrations of heritage 

not exhibited up to now: crafts, more of local cuisine or traditional lifestyle 

practices. 

- Apply a modern and professional marketing / PR approach to the promotion of 

cultural and historical heritage of Osogovo. The main target group should be the 

people of the region themselves and especially the young ones for whom the 

tradition will soon be lost if corresponding measures are not taken. 

 


